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Every one that fliriveth jor the 
maſlery, refraineth himſelf from 
all things: and they, indeed, 
that they may receive a cor- 
ruptible crown ; but, we an 
incorruptible one. 1 Cor. c. ix. 
Ver. 25. 


Tun reaſoning of the Apoſtle, 
in the words of my text, is parti- 
cularly deſerving of our attention; 
ſince, by reaſoning in a ſimilar 

Vor. II. B manner, 


4 
manner, and drawing compariſons 
like to that which he has drawn, 
we may be enabled to withſtand 
the aſſaults of a very dangerous 
temptation, and be furniſhed with 
a powerful incentive to virtue. We 
live in the midſt of a ſcene of 1ni- 
quity: thouſands of our fellow 
creatures, nay even the far greater 
part of them, hurried on by the im- 
petuolity of their paſſions, or deluded 
by the inſidious arts of the enemies 
of their happineſs, have corrupted 
their ways; are ſecking after enjoy- 
ments and intereſts incompatible 
with virtue; and are intent on the 
gratification of every unlawful de- 
fire. Every where, the luſt of the 
fieſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the 
| pride of life, are the idols to which 
| men give their homage, in oppo- 
fition to the living Gcd: and their 
| | example 
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example too frequently makes a 
forcible impreſſion upon our minds, 
and tempts us to quit the narrow 
path which virtue and religion 
trace out before us, and enter into 
the gay and flowery walks of cri- 
minal pleaſure; into that broad and 
open way, which, to man's deluded 
eye, ſeems to abound with all that 
is beautiful and engaging, but 
terminates at laſt in endleſs de- 
ſtruction. 

Even in the ſociety of Chriſtians, 
the influence of bad example is but 
too ſenſibly felt. Chriſtians every 
where abound, whole lives are a 
direct contradiction to their pro- 
feſſion and religious principles. Of 
theſe the number, power, and in- 
fluence, daily increaſe; and the pre- 
valence of their example ſeems to 
threaten the utter extinction of vir- 

5-42 tue 
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tue from the face of the earth. 
How ſhall we ſecure ourſelves againſt 
this contagion? Muſt we retire 
from the world, and bury ourſelves 
in the ſolitude of a deſert? No, 
my friends, we cannot; we muſt 
not all of us do that. There are 
duties, which the Almighty hath 
allotted to each of us, to be diſ- 
charged in the world: we are 
therefore under a nece{lity of living 
in the ſociety of the wicked; and 
yet we mult ourſclves be virtuous, 
or we cannot be happy, either in time 
or eternity. What then is to be 
done? Why, my brethren, we muſt 
convert the poiſon of bad example 
into an antidote; and, inſtead of 
being gained upon. to follow the 
guilty ſteps of the children of this 
world, make their conduct the oc- 
calion of our improvement in good. 

This 
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This is what is done by the Apoſtle 
in the epiſtle of this day. Deſcri- 
bing the zeal, the ardour, the cou- 
rage, the inflexible perſeverance, 
with which the champions in the 
public games contended for the 
palm of victory, he animates us to 
excrt ourſelves with equal ardour, 
that we may obtain an incorruptible 
crown, an 1nheritance undefiled, 
and which cannot fade, reſerved for 
us in heaven. 

Purſuing, therefore, this idea of 
the Apoſtle, we will this day con- 
ſider the activity and zeal of the 
lovers of this world in the protecu- 
tion of iniquity, or, at beſt, of va- 
nity; and our own comparative in- 
dolence and remiſſneſs in the purſuit 
of truth, virtue, grace, and blils : 
that, guided by ſuch reflections, we 
may make the contagious air which 
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is breathed in the world become ſa- 
lutary to our ſouls, and be fortunate 
enough to find a pure ſpring of 
virtue, even amidſt the polluted 
ſtreams of iniquity. 

If, therefore, you deſire to know 
in what manner you ought to labour 
for your improvement in virtue, 
and what ſhould be your fervour in 
the ſervice of God, conſider atten- 
tively the image placed before you 
by St. Paul, in this day's epiſtle. 
The combatants of whom he ſpeaks, 
were thoſe who entered the lifts in 
the Olympic or Iſthmian games. 
They were prepared for the con- 
telt, by being brought up, from 
their early youth, under the ſtricteſt 
regimen : they abſtained from all 
things, fays the Apoſtle: and we 
find, in thoſe ancient authors who 
give an account of the manner in 

which 
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which they were formed for the 
combat, that they were allowed to 
eat only certain kinds of food, and 
at certain hours. The uſe of wine, 
or of any of the delicacies of life, 
was entirely forbidden them : they 
were debarred from every kind of 
ſenſual enjoyments ; all their exer- 
ciſes were auſtere and rigorous : 
and theſe hardſhips were ſubmitted 
to from the hope of gaining an ad- 
vantage, trifling indeed of itſelf, a 
crown of olive or parfley ; but to 
their vanity made great and eſti- 
mable, by the conſequent applauſe 
of their fellow citizens, and the 
fame of their victory, which was 
celebrated in all the provinces of 
Greece. At the ſame time it mult 
be obſerved, that the prize io eagerly 
contended for could be obtained 
only by one; and conſequently all 

ut 
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but that fortunate one, received only 


vexation and diſappointment, in re- 
turn for ſo much labour and toil. 

A ſcene nearly ſimilar to this 
is daily exhibited before our eyes. 
Look round you, my brethren, and 
take a view of the buſineſs and oc- 
cupations of the generality of the 
inhabitants of the earth. You ſee 
men, in every claſs of life, from the 
throne to the cottage, all propoſing 
to themſelves fome object, in which 
they fancy a degree of comfort and 
happineſs will be found, See, while 
they are ſtriving for the acquiſition 
of temporal bleſſings, ſee the eager- 
neſs which is expreſſed in their 
countenances, and diſplayed in their 
whole exteriour. Take notice with 
what pain and toil, and yet with 
what cheerful activity and unremit- 


ting ardour, they are carried on in 


the 
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the dattering purſuit. The ambi- 
tous man, whole grand aim is the 
attainment of earthly honours and 
dignities; the vain-glorious, whote 
heart pants after the efteem and 
applauſe of his contemporaries; 
the covetous, who rejoices 1n the 
mid of accumulated wealth; theſe 
meet every difficulty, expoſe them- 
ſelves to every danger, encounter 
every obſtacle, riſk even life itſelf. 
ſor the obtaining of the end of their 
wiſhes. Obſerve how many cringing 
ſubmiſſions to thoſe whoſe favour 
and intereſt can forward their pre- 
tenfions! How many ſervile flat- 
teries to the great-ones of the earth! 
How many humiliating dependen- 
cies they ſtoop to! How many 
reſtleſs nights and uncomfortable 
days they paſt, ere yet they reach 


the ſummit which they wiſh to gain ! 


Still, 
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Still, in ſpite of diſappointment, they 
puſh, they ſtruggle on, and ſeem to 
gain new vigour from the oppoſition 

which is made to their endeavours. 
Oh! my brethren, you and I have 
been taught, by the oracles of eter- 
nal truth, that virtue ſecures to us 
the poſſeſſion of immortal and infi- 
nite happineſs; that it leads to ho- 
nours, riches, and fame; and to 
honours far more elevated, to dig- 
nities more illuſtrious, to trea- 
ſures more abundant, to fame more 
permanent, and more widely extend- 
ed, than any which can poſlibly be 
acquired in this world. Our religion 
offers us the friendſhip of the King 
of Kings, as the object of our am- 
bition ; opens for us a proſpect into 
an eternal kingdom, which is ours, 
if we do but contend for it; points 
out to us the means of making our 
name 
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name renowned among all that are 
wiſe, great, and good; of acquiring 
the eſteem of the bright inhabitants 
of the bleſſed Jeruſalem, and of that 
eternal Being, whole eſteem alone 
conſtitutes true honour, whole ap- 
probation 1s true glory, We, then, 
who have theſe advantages in view; 
we, with this noble proſpe& betore 
us—what have we hitherto done? 


What have we ſuffered? What 
ſacrifice have we made of our time, 


fortune, abilities? What reſtraints 


have we put on our appetites ! 
What violence have we offered to 
our inclinations, with a view to the 
attaining of theſe glorious diſtinc- 
tions? Have we done as much 
for the honours of heaven, as the 


: ſlaves of worldly ambition daily do- 
for the dignities of the earth? This 
is indeed ſaying but little, for hea- 
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en deſerves infinitely more. But, 
I repeat it, have we done as much, 
or are we now diſpoſed to do as 
much for the future ? 

With regard to what you will 
do hereafter, my brethren, I can 
only hope; but, as to the paſt, I 
greatly fear you cannot anf{iwer in 
the affirmative. When you look 
back on the period of your lives 
which has elapſed fince your rea- 
jon began to open, and you were 
made acquainted with your defti- 
nation to immortality, vou find that 
ſome thoughts have been raiſed up 
to heavenly things; you have felt 
ſome faint deſires of ſecuring to your - 
ſelves future happineſs ; but the in- 
tenſity of your application and ſtudy 
has been given to the earth, and its ad- 
vantages: for theſe your hearts have 
glowed with all the warmth of affec- 

tion. 


What did I ſay—la this ma 
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ion. Out of the number of years vou 
have been upon the earth, you diſ- 
cover ſome {ew half. hours, ſcattere 
up and down in your lives, which have 
been employed about the « concerns of 
eternity; though with muc 
Co:Gnr ſs and 1nd 
about which you have been really in 
earneſt, was the providing the ne- 
conveniencies, the 
comforts, and ſatisfactions of this 
life. The firſt object has been to in- 


creaſe your poſſeſſions ; to maintain 
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your rank and ſtation; to Keep up 
your importance on the carth. 
Would to God, the 0 85 part of 
this aſſembly could ſay, truth 
and ſincerity, tha: their oe have 
not been ſpent in this manner! 


anner? 
Ah! it will be more proper to wiſh 
that they had been ſpent in this manner 


only. 
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only. Then, indeed, they would 


have been vainly, fooliſhly, and un— 
profitably ſquandered away: but 
now, 'tis more than probable they 
have been defiled by a ſhameful 
indulgence of criminal paſſions, by 
impurities, intemperance, pride, and 
many other enormities, 

But, as a general compariſon 
between the zeal and activity of a 
Chriſtian in working out his ſalva— 
tion, and the aſſiduity of the world- 
ly man in the proſecution of his 
ſchemes, will not bring truth home 
to your hearts with ſo much effect 
as a more particular view of their 
reſpective conduct, I will beg leave 
to proceed to a more minute 1nve- 
ſtigation. 

The children of this world con— 
fine ail their hopes and deſires within 
the narrow limits of this life; and 
therefore, 


1 6 
therefore, acting conſiſtently at leaſt, 
they make it their conſtant ſtudy to 


obtain the advantages and pleaſures 


of life in the greareſt abundance. 
Chriſtians profeſs themſelves citi— 
Zens of heaven, and lay a claim to 
its immortal gifts and bleſſings ; 
they declare that their chief hopes 
and expectations center in the good 
things of a future world: and, at 
the ſame time, it is with repugnance 
and regret that they give them any 


* ſhare of their attention. The chil- 


dren of this World, when diſappoint- 
ed in their aims, 1ote not courage, but 
ſtill perſevere in their efforts to gain 
their ends; while Chriſtians, who are 
contending for a crown of glory, at 
the firſt oppoſition from the world, 
the fleſh, or the prince of darkneſs, 
loſe all their ſpirit, give up the caule, 


and throw themſclves into the arms 
of 


1 


of the enemies of their happineſs. 
The children of this world, not con- 
tent with a mediocrity of fortune, 
puſh themſelves ſtill forward; one 
eminence gained, gives them a pro- 
ſpect of anochers. which they ſtrive 
to attain to likewiſe: but the tepid 
Chriſtian 1s Catisfied with that ſhare 
of virtue which he thinks will juſt 
withhold him from falling into the 
abyſs of perdition : without con- 
cern, he indulges habits of venial 
offences, or what he often very faltc- 
ly imagines to be but venial; and 
pays no more regard to the friend- 
hip of his Creator, than he thinks 
he muſt do, in order to avoid the 
extremity of miſery. The children 
of this world ſubmit to any thing, 
however painful, for the gaining 
of their ends: eaſe and health are 
readily ſacrificed to their fuling 
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pon. Chriſtians repine, if called 
upon to fuifer any thing to merit 
eternity. If prayer give uneaſineſs, 
if it be a confinement to the wan- 
derings of the imagination, it is 
omitted. If faſting be found pain- 
ſul and mortiſying to a corrupt 
appetite, a thouſand excuſes are 
immediately framed : their health 
is impaired; they are of a delicate 
conſticuction ; their fate of life will 
not admit of it. If ſolitude be 
recommended as efficacious in 
briaging them back from diſtrac- 
tons and diſipations, and cauſing 
them to liſten to the maxims of 
heavenly wiſdom, they ſay they are 
afraid of being moped, and beco- 
wing gloomy and melancholy. What 
a contrait, my brethren, between 
ine zeal of wor!dlings in proſecuting 
their deſigus, and that of the fer- 
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vants of the Moſt High in their en- 
deavours to do his will! 

Nay, iny friends, without look- 
ing from home, what a contraſt 
there is between your own zeal and 
fervour while you labour for the 
earth, and while your views are di— 
rected to heaven! Where is the ar- 
tiſan, the mechanic, who labours 
to perfect himſelf in the ſcience of 
the Saints, with half the application 
which he gives to the improvement 
of his art, and the acquiring of ſu- 
periour {kill in his profeſſion? To 
the one, ſeven years of the moſt 
precious part of life are commonly 
devoted; and after that, every new 
invention in that art is ſtudied with 
the utmoſt care: to the other is 
allotted hardly one half-hour in 
the courſe of a week. Is the mer- 
chant as attentive to the maintain- 


ing 
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ing of an intercourſe and correſpon- 
dence with that world of immortal 
Cirits, which contains the real ſeat 
of his fortunes and poſteſſions, as he 
is to the enlarging of his commerce, 
and the extending of his connections? 
Do the ſofter ſex, in general, take 
near the pains to decorate their ſouls 
with the ornaments of grace and 
holineſs; to render them beautiful 
in the eyes of Jeſus, the chaſte 
ſpouſe of their hearts, as to culti- 
vate the beauty of the body, the 
graces of their perſon; to draw 
the attention of others to the taſte 
and elegance of their dreſs, and 
become pleaſing and agreeable in 
the eyes of thoſe who behold them ? 
Great God, how differently art thou 
ſerved, from the world and the paſ- 
ſions! In the education of chil- 
dren, of thoſe particularly who are 

C born 
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born to eaſy circumſtances, care is 
taken to give them every elegant 
accompliſhment, to habituate them 
to the ſormis of poliſhed life: they 
are taught to dreſs, to dance, to 
ſtep and move gracefully, to ſpeak 
the language, and be profictents 1n 
all the manners of good-breeding. 
This is utually conſidered as far 
more important, than impreſſing 
on their infant minds the principles 
of religion and moral virtue, and 
nouriſhing an early piety in their 
hearts. The grand object is, to fit 
them for the world: and to this their 
innocence and virtue is often inhu— 
manly ſacrificed by the very authors 
of cheir being; who, to uſher them 
into life, introduce them into thoſe 
ſcenes cf diſſipation, vanity, and 
folly, where their young paſſions are 


; all inflamed at once; their minds 
| grow 
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grow giddy, and are intoxic ted with 
a round of ey ; and wiidom 
and virtue are laughed to ſcorn. 

Oh ! my e men can cheer- 
fully ſerve the world; becauſe they 
love the world, and the things of 
the world. Difnculties, troubles, 
and perplexities, attend every thing 
they do for God: they deſpond at 
every ſtep in their way to perfection, 
becaule divine love has not yet taken 
full poſſeſſion of their hearts. No; 
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ble in your endenvaurs to attain 
them, you do not really love them, 
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Love feels no pan; KNOWS no cold— 
neſs, no incliffore ce: it gives wings 
to the loul, and carries us ſwifely on 
to an union with the object of our 
affections. 
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Open therefore your eyes, tepid 
and indolent Chriſtians, to ſee, now 
at leaſt, the folly and inconſiſtence 
of your conduct. Shall ir ever be 
found, that he children of this world 
are wiſer in their generation than the 
children of ligt? You call your- 
ſelves children of light: learn there- 
fore, at leaſt, from the lovers of this 
world, from the ſlaves of their paſ- 
ſions, to ſhake off your indolence, 
Be one thing or the other determi- 
nately, If you have choſen the 
Lord Jeſus for your inheritance, 
part then with the world and its fol- 
lies at once: be actuated by his 
ſpirit, and guided by his law. In 
all the variety of life, in the whole 
ſeries of your actions and converſa- 
tion, have your faces ever turned 
towards the bleſſed Jeruſalem. Be- 
gin this day to live for a purpoſe 

| adequate 

Luke, xvi. 
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adequate to the dignity of your im- 
mortal ſouls. Taying aide every 
weight, and the fin that ſarroundeth 
you, run by patience to the Hebt that 
zs ſet before you; ſeck ing e the 
Kingdom of God and bis juftice, with 
ai aſſured confiience, that 27 [ings 
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On Reading and Hearing the Word of God. 


When a very great multitude Was 
gathered together, aud haſtened 
out of the cities unto lum, jeſus 
ſpake dy a pmilitude + A jewwer 
went out to ſow his ſeed. Luke, 


viii. 4. 


O U Þ divine Lord has himſelf in- 
terpreted this parable: he feed here 
ſpoken of, as he informed his diſ- 
ciples, is the word of Cd. The 

ſouls 
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fouls of men had long lain unculti- 
vated, The Cteator, by imprint- 
ing upon their hearts in the begin- 
ning the priaciples of the law of na- 
ture, had indeed ſown the firſt iceds 
of truth and virtue: but, alas! in 
conſequence of our original corrup- 
tion, human pride was deeply rooted 
there alſo; and ſhot forth a variety 
of baneful and poiſonous weeds, 
which over-ran the ſoil, inſomuch 
that the fruits of virtue could hardly 
ever be brought to maturity. The 
paſſions had gained the aſcendant 
over thoſe hearts which were formed 
for holineſs and truth; and the world 
had exhibited, for four thouſand 
years, a melancholy ſpectacle of 
every ſpecies of iniquity. Ac length 
Jelus came down from heaven, and 
delivered to mankind the words of 
eternal life, He has diſſeminated 

the 


1 


the doctrines which point out the 
path to virtue and happineſs; has 
commanded all the children of men 
to receive and cheriſh the heavenly 
ſeed; and has aſſured us, that if our 
endeavours be not wanting, he will 
water it in ſuch manner with the 
dews of his erace, that it ſhall not 
fail to produce abundant fruits, on 
which we ſhall feaſt with exquiſite 
delight for endleſs ages. The greater 
part of theſe doctrines he has deli— 
vered to us in the ſacred Scriptures, 
and has commanded his miniſters 
to incuicate them, without ceaſing, 
to his people, in exhortations and 
inſtructions to the end of time. 

Here it may not be improper 
to take notice, that the Catholic 
Church is bitterly reproached, by 
many who diſſent from her commu- 
nion, wich The cruelty of depriving 


her 
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her members of the uſe of the divine 
word, by forbidding them to read 
and ſearch the Scriptures, Were 
this accuſation well ſupported, ſhe 
would indeed be cruel and unjuſt. 
But nothing can be farther from the 
truth: the Council of Trent, in 
various decrees, expreſſes the great- 
eſt earneſtneſs and anxiety, that the 
faithful may be made well acquainted 
with the ſacred writings; that they 
may be enlightened, guided, and 
penetrated, with the truths of that 
*hcavenly wiſdom which they impart; 
and has commanded all the paſtors 
of the Church to make it their con- 
ſtant care to explain them to their pee 
ple, particularly on Sundays and Fel- 
val-days; *fle(t the ſneep of Chriſt's 
* fold, ſays the Council, ſhould 
ſuſter hunger; leſt the children 
cc mould aſk lor bread, and there be 
N ce none 


cc 


«£ 


1 


none to break it for them; leſt 
the heavenly treaſure of the ſacred 
books, which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath ſo liberally bequeathed 75 
mankind, ſhould lie neglected.” 


See Hel. 22, c. 8. and Sefl. 5, c. i. 


Ge 


Refor, Nor was there ever any 


law enacted by the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive per in the Catholic Church, 
by whic1 the reading of the ſacred 
Writings was prohibited. 


cz 


But, I ſhall be aſked, © Is it not 
true, that ſome reſtraints have 
been laid on the indiſcriminate 
reading of the Holy Scriptures in 
dne vulzar tongue, if not by the 
decrees of a general Council, at 
leatt hy the authority of the Ro- 
man Poentiff?“' Undoubtedly 


there have; and, as I conceive, and 


ho 
good r caſon. 


pe to make appear, with very 
About the time of 
what 


„ 
what is called the Reformation, many 
tranſlations of the Scripriucs were 


publiſhed, which were judped to 


deviate in ſome plac very Widely 


from the genuine ſenſe and ſpirit 
of the originals. On that account, 


certian reculations concerning the 


reading of the Scriptures were deaven 
up by ſome prudent and le-rned 
perſons, whom the Fathers of the 
Council of 'Frent appointed for that 
purpoſe ; and the regulations they 
propoſed were afterwards confirined 
by Pope Pius the fourth. One of 
theſe regulations prohibits the read: 
ing of tranſlations which were judge 
to have corrupted the word of God, 
Another, ſtating that from the in- 
diicriminately permitting of the i11t- 
terate to read the facred writings, 
more detriment than real utility 


was likely to enſue, orders that th 


faithful 
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faithful ſhall not read the Scriptures 
in the vulgar tongue, without the 
guidance and permiſſion of their 
Paſtors. 
Now I may confidently appeal to 
18 every diſpaſſionate man, to ſhow me 
ES in what manner theſe regulations 
9 5 —(fuppofing theme be in full force, 
which in many places they certainly 
are not) carry with them any thing 
detrimental or injurious to the faith- 
ful. With reſpect to the ſirſt pro- 
hibition, is the ſhepherd to be blamed 
who reſtrains his flock from grazing 
among what he believes to be poi— 
ſonous herbs ? Is he not rather to 
be highly commended for his atten— 
tion to their ſafety? As to the ſe- 
cond regulation, which commands 
the laity to be guided by their paſ- 
tors in reading the ſcriptures; it 
is very evident, that in the Scrip- 


a 2 — 


tures 


8 
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tures there are, as St. Peter has 


! 1 1 , * 8 BY 7. RON 7 . K 
*Dbierved, me things hard do be un- 
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Sh refs... to their own aeftrutiion : 


ard therefore he exhorcs the faithful 


to take heed, leſt, being 2 2 by the 
eerrour of the unwiſe, y fall fi om 
their own ſtea 3 2 5 how 


can they more effectually take heed, 
than by ſubmitting themſelves to 
thoſe whom Chriſt has given ars 
2nd aofters, that henceforth we be no 


more children tofjed ts and fro, and car- 


ried abcut with every wind of doc- 


-trine 2 


It is certain, with regard to ſpirt- 
tual, as well as corporal food, that 


zall meats, though good in them- 


ſclves, are not ſalutary to every con- 
ſtitution; that ſome, as St. Paul 
remarks, Thave need of milk; and 


others, 
* 2 Pet. ui. +4Eph. iv. f Heb. v. 
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others, of ſtrong meat. No rational 


man would wiſh, for example, that 
thoſe who are tempted to deſpair of 
God's mercies, ſhould apply par- 
ticularly to ſuch parts of Scripture, 
as paint out the ſeverity of his juſ- 
tice, and all the rerrours of his ven- 
geance; or, that the impenitent 


finner ſhould heighten his deſtruc- 


tive preſumption, by dweiling on 
thoſe paſſages which diſplay only 
the divine goodneſs, Surely, there- 
tore, the prudent and friendly hand 
Which points out to individuals that 
part of the heavenly oracles which 
is moſt ſuited to their reſpective 
exigencies, does them a very effcntial 
ſervice. A regulation like this, 
Initead of being a prohibition from 
reading the Scriptures, is in fact a 


cominand to read them; but to 
read them in ſuch manner as to be 
| really 


; 1 

1 2 really benefited by them. Indeed, 
* . . 2 8 

t my brethren, the jarring opinions, 
* the endleſs contradictions, the va- 


. rious abuſes, that have proceeded 
„from the promiſcuous, unreſtrained, 
„and unguided ule of the Scriptures, 

; are an evident, though melancholy, 

l proof of the wiſdom of ſome ſuch 

a regulations as thoſe above men- 

1 toned. 

7 | Having ſaid thus moch in vindi— 
cation of our diſcipline oa this head, 
| I muſt fay to you in particular, my 
C * friends, that I fear the conduct of 
) | ſome Chriſtians in our communion 
N has, in ſome degree, given nile to 
| : this falſe accufation of prohibiting 
„ the Scriptures. Had they who 
7 charge us with this cruelty and 1n- 


juitice, ſcen us, at all times, placing 
our chief delight in peruſing theſe 
tacred books, and imbibing the 
Vor., II. D divine 
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divine truths they contain, it would 
not have been poſſible for them to 
have credited ſuch an aſperſion. 
For your parts, my beloved, you 
know well, that inſtead of being de- 
terred from reading the heavenly 
oracles, you are earneſtly exhorted 
to give them your firſt and chief at- 
tention. You have the Scriptures 
in your poſſeſſion: at leaſt you can, 
-and ought to have them. Your 
late Prelate was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to preſent you with a 
complete and faithful verſion of 
them. Prove therefore, by your 
conduct, that the imputation thrown 
on your religion 1s totally ground- 
leſs. Let it be the darling occupa- 
tion of your leiſure hours to liſten to 
the voice of God, either addreſſing 
himſelf to you in thoſe ſacred books, 

or 
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or by the mouths of his miniſters 


to whom he has given charge of your 


ſouls. 

That I may do my endeavours to 
engage you to this practice, I will 
now ſay ſomething, in the firſt place, 
on the dignity and importance of the 
word of God; and ſecondly, I will 
ſow you, from the parable in this 
Cay's goſpel, in what manner you 
are to read or hear it, if you deſire 
it ſhould fructify in your ſouls. 

I. The dignity and excellence of 
the truths contained in the Goſpel, 
appears in the fulleſt evidence when 
we reflect that they are the words of 
Cod, the dictates of that eternal 
wiſdom, from whence all light, all 
ſcience is derived, The prophet 
Ifaias, when he was commiſſioned to 
deliver to mankind the words of the 
Moſt High, filled with a juſt ſenſe 
of the majeſty of that Being, whoſe 

D 2 commands 


1 


commands he was to announce, in— 
voked the heavens and the earth, all 
creatures animate and inanimate, to 
liſten in reſpectful lence. *Hezr, 
ſaid he, oh ye heavens, and give ear, 
oh earth, for the Lord hath ſpoken. 
The edicts of the Kings of the earth 
juſtly command our attention and 
reſpect: the wiſdom of the philo- 
ſopher, and the erucition of the 
learned, excite our eſteem and ad- 
miration : the kind adronitions of 
a parent, or a fiiend, are liſtened to 
with deference, with pleaſure, with 
affection and gratitude, Behold 
then, in the Scriptures, a king pub- 
Iiſhes his decrees; not merely a 
monarch cf the earth, the ruler of 
a kingdom which ſhall quickly 
paſs away; but the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, before whoſe 

majeſty 
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majeſty all the greatneſs of the earth 
ſinks into meanneis, and diſappears. 
The molt rranſceadent wiſdom that 
ever enlightened the mind of man or 
angel, is but a faint ray iſſuing from 
that eternal wildom which dictated 
theſe facred writings. In them, an 
alfectlonate friend, who has our in- 
tereſts near his heart, gives us that 
counſel which he infallibly knows 
will moſt effectually promote them. 
A tender parent leads us by the hand 
into the ways of peace, pleaſantneſs, 
and happinels. In the Scriptures, 
in a word, the Almighty God of 
heaven and earth deizns to ſtoop to 
a familiarity with his creature. When- 
ever you read or hear the word of 
God, he converſes with you no leſs 
really and truly, than if you faw him 
vilibly before „ou. Whatever be 
your rank and condition on the carth, 

however 


1 


however lowly and mean your ap- 
pearance in the eyes of men, he ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to you, as really and 
immediately, as if you alone exiſted 
on the earth: for in his ſight there 
is no reſpect of perſons, no diftinc- 
tion but that which you yourſelves 
make, by the diſpoſitions with whici 
you liſten to his voice. 

And what are the ſubjects on 
Sub- 


jects in wich you are moſt deeply 


which he converſes with you? 


intereſted, on which all your plea— 

jure, advantage, and happineſs, de- 
pend for time He 
holds out to you a light which may 
guide your ſteps ſecurely through 
the perils of life, in the midft of 
the fnares which your enemies have 
ſpread every where at round you, and 
conduct you to that felicity which 
1s the end of tie gives 
you 


and eternity. 
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you counſel in your doubts, comfort 
in your ſorrows ; relief in your diſ- 
treſſes, whether they affect your 
bodies, or your immortal ſouls. He 
furniſhes a remedy for all your diſ- 
orders, heals all the wounds which 
the arrows of human adverſity can 
inllict, and abates the raging heat of 
concupilcence. He lays open the 
ſanctuary of heaven before you, and, 
by holding out to your view a glo- 
rious proſpect into immortal bliſs, 
enables you to look down with con- 
{cious dignity on all that paſſes with 
time; to view your worldly pro- 
iperities without exultation or tr1- 
umph, and your earthly trials and 
ſufferings without anguiſh, ſorrow, 
or dejection. 

Oh! my beloved friends, how blind 
are the generality of men to their 


true intereſts! They ſpend ſeveral 
years 
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years in learning a trade, or an art; 
feven years of the moſt precious 
part of liſe are commonly devoted 
to it: and they grudge not the time 
thus employed, becauſe they hope, 
by their improvement in that art, 
to be able to provide themſelves a 
comfortable ſubſiſtance. But, though 
Jeſus, deſcending from heaven, hath 
opened a qivine ſchool, to which he 
invites you to reſort, that you may 
leun that important art by which 
you are to provide for the ſubſiſt- 
ance of your immortal ſouls in a 
ſuture life; and aſſures you, that 
unleſs you make yourſelves well ac- 
quaintcd with his inſtructions, and 
reduce them to continual practice, 
you will pine in the extremity of diſ- 
treſs throughout eternity; ſtill it is 
not without reluctance that you will 
liſten to his voice. Impatient and 

eager 


J 


E 
eager to be informed of every thing: 
elſe, for this kind cf ſcience alone 
you have no curiobty, In thoſe 
moments of leifure which can be 
ſpared from vour labours or occu- 
pations, on the Lord's-day at leaſt, 
when the general buſineſs of life is 
ſuſpended, to give place to this ne- 
ceſſary employment, how are you 
occupied? Had you but a ſenſe of 
the honour your God does you in 
converſing with you, and commu- 
nicating to you his truths; did yer 
but know the gift of God, and who it 
's that ſpeaketh to you; did you but 
value your eternal intereſts, as much 
as you do the petty advantages of 
this world ; you would ſeize moſt 
eagerly that precious time, and em- 
ploy it aſſiduouſly in filling your 
minds with the truths of heaven, 
and warming your hearts with the 
affections. 
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affections they inſpire, Pious read- 
ing would be your darling occupa- 


pation : it would be your delight to 


inſtruct and improve by it your- 
ſelves and your families. By this 
conſtant practice you would form 
your children and dependants to 
virtue, and be yourſclves the exam- 
ples of the virtue which you recom- 
mend. 

But aſk yourſclves interiourly, Is 
this your practice? Ah! too often 
every frivolous amuſement takes 
place of it. A party of plcaſure, 
an idle converſation, is preferred 
before it: hours are ſpent in dreſſing, 
in viſiting, in taverns, and other 
haunts of intemperance; in reading 
news-papcrs, and profane hiſtories, 
romances, and plays: but for this 
you can find no leiſure. When the 
voice of your God ſweetly calls upon 

you 


190 
vou to attend to his words, invikes 
you to come in your labours and 


pains, and to find reſt to your fouls, 
you refuſe to hear it; your attention 


is rather given to any foolery that 
preſents itſelf, No wonder you are 
weak; no wonder vou ſink under 
the weight of temptations, and a 
enſlaved to iniquitv. How houls 
it be otherwiſe? The diſcourſę of 
the children of this world, 1s a con- 
tinual exhortation to vice. With- 
ut doubt you will be ſeduced by it, 
Sick you arm yourſelves againſt it, 
by frequently impreſſing on your 
minds the maxims of heavenly wiſ- 
dom. It is not to be wondered at, 
it the diſtreſſes of this life ſting you 
to the heart: nothing but the truths 
of religion can ſupport you under 
them; and with theſe you are little 
acquainted. Did you, by frequently 
peruſing 


( 44 ) 
peruſing the Scriprures, or other 
pious writings, ſuffer them to ſink 
deep into your fouls, in all your 
troubles, whetier ſpiritual or tem- 
poral, you would have recourſe to 
them, and be comforted : they would 
diſarm adverſity of its ſting, diveſt 
death of its terrours ; the truths of 
the Goſpel would be the ſolace of 
your baniſhment in this vale of trou- 
bles, and the pledge and affurance 
of your future felicity. It was thus 
holy David conſidered them : amidit 
all the cares and ſolicitudes arifing 
ſrom the government of a great 
kingdom, it was his ſupport and hap- 
pineſs to meditate on tae divine law. 
Ob, how have J loved thy law! he 
cries out with the tendereſt frelings 
of affection, and a heart overflowing 
with gratitude, Oh, Dc have 1 loved 

thy 
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by law, O Lord! it is my miditation 
all the day..... How ſtu arr thy words 
to my palate ! more t laue to my 
mouth... Z hy word ig a lcp to my feet, 
and a light to my απ s. Bt, it this 
holy Prince thus exp! 11-4 his delight 
in meditating ihe truth of God, un- 
der a as uh ch brot ght nothing to 
perſection ani the ſhadows only 
5 [vt future gad things, how much 

more ſhould we place our chief {a- 
| cisfac tion in the ſtudy of that wiſſom 


- 2 which is now 1+ realy revealed; 1 


looking up to that divine liglit which 
| ſhines ſo fully on our minds, now 
that Jeſus hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light! 


II. Still, my brethren, you will 
neither read nor hear the word of 


I Go d with any fruit, unleſs you bring 
With you ſuitable diſpoſitions. The 


divine word is of the nature of a 
ſeed, 
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ſeed, which produces fruit in pro- 


4 
i 
« 


portion to the goodneſs of the ſoil | 
into which it is received, For want 


of due care in preparing the mind 
to receive it, it unfortunately hap- 
pens, that three parts our of four of 
this precious ſeed are entirely loft, 
Some of the ſeed, ſays our divine 


Lord, fell by the way fide, and it was 
trodden down, and the fowls of the air 


devoured it., ind theſe are they that 
hear; then the devil cometh, and taketh 
the word out of their heart, leſt belie- 
ving they ſhould be ſaved. The perſons 
here deſcribed, are ſuch as read or 
hear the word of God with diſtracted 
and diſſipated minds. One would 
naturally imagine, that when a Chril- 
tian came to liſten to the voice of 
God, he would bring with him a 
mind ſeriouſly recollected; he would 
come with an humble ſenſe of his 


now 


| 


: 
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own meanneſs, and the moſt pro- 
found adoration of that infinite ma- 
jeſty whoſe commands he is to re- 
ceive, and conſequently with the 
moſt fixed attention and moſt earneſt 
deſire of improvement. This very 
thought It is God who is about to 
converſe with me, who am but duſt 
and aſhes that thought alone ſhould 
ſurely recall the imagination from 
all its wanderings, and compoſe, 
in awful ſtillneſs, all the faculties of 
the ſoul. But, no; men run over 
the divine books, as they do books 
of mere paſtime and amuſement: 
they ſpend over them an idle half- 
hour, becauſe they know not what 
elſe to do with it, They come to 
hear a ſermon, as they go to a thea- 
trical entertainment, to ſeek for ele- 
cant language, to admire the elo- 
quence of the preacher, to have their 

ears 


( 43 ) 
ears tickled by flowing periods.— 
Think how you would condemn the 
folly of a man, who being ordered 
by his phyſician to take a medicine, 
and aſſured, that if he neglect to 
take it, he cannot eſcape death, 
ſhould amuſe himſelf with admiring 
the flowers and ornaments on the 
outſide of the veſſel which contains 
it, an in the mean time ſuffer ht: 
diſorder to increaſe for want of 
taking the remedy. The word of 
God, my brethren, is your remedy. 
Unleis you receive it into your ſouls, 
you cannot eſcape eternal death. 
And can you then fyolifhly confine 
your attention to the manner in 
which it is delivered? Can vou be 
gazing at extrinſic ornaments an: 


:embelliſhments, inſtcad of fecurin: 
to yourſelves ſolid and ſabſtant:: 
a dyantages !—Others again come, 
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in appearance, to hear the word of 
God; but their chief attention is 
given to the diſplaying of the at- 
tractions of their perſon, or the ele- 
gance and finery of their dreſs. In 
Mort, Chriſtians aſſemble together 
ſor any other object rather than that 
they pretend to have in view, which is 
the receiving of neceſſary inſtruction 
and exhor:ation. And what is the 
conſequence? Why, as they return 
home, they can criticiſe; they can 
cenſure; they can invidiouſly point 
out ſome of their acquaintances, to 
whom, they think, what has been 
ſaid is very applicable; bur for them - 
ſelves have treaſured up nothing, 
but the guilt of abuſing God's ado- 
rable word, and the miſery of chan- 
ging the ſource of life into the occa- 
ſion of their everlaſting perdition. 
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Other parts of the ſeed ſel! up:n a 
rock ; and as ſoon as it was ſpruns up, 
it withered away, beconſ! it had no 
nioiſture. .. Now they upoa the roch, are 
they cho, when lieu bear, receive the 
word with joy: ani theſe have no roots, 
woo bieve for à wile, aud in time of 
temptation fall awiy, How often has 
it happened, my brethren, that you 
have exactly anſwered this deſcrip- 
tion! When the Miniſter of the 
Goſpel has painted! out to you the 
enormity of your evil deeds; when 
he has dived into the very receſſes 
of your ſouls, and brought your 
corruption clearly to light; when 
what he hus ſaid has been ſo entirely 
applicable to your condition, that 
you thought the Almignty mutt 
have put the words into his mouth 
ſor your improvement and ſanctif 
ratio. 1; you were moved, you were 
agitated, 
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agitated, and ſenſibly affected; the 


tear ſtarted from your eye. Oh! 
you were reſolved in that moment 
of fervour to reform your conduct 
And what followed that reſolution ? 
Did you reform? Are you vet re- 
formed? Ah! too probably, all thefe 
tender emotions evaporated 1n mere 
ſentiment. The word of God touched 
the ſuperficies of your ſouls, but 
oo no root. And perhaps, not- 
withitandimg all the exhortations 
you nave he ard, you are not at this 


day better Cir irüſtlans than you were 


„ 


years ago. When you have heard 
a ermon that affected you, you ſay, 


It is very tru: zit is very moving; 
e the preacher knows well the hu- 
man heart —he was animated; 
© he was eloquent.“ Ab! to what 
W was lie ſo, if you are nos 
proved by him? It is not your 
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praiſe and approbation that he 1s 
allowed to ſeek, but the approbation 
of his great Maſter in heaven, and 
the ſalvation of your ſouls. Woe 
to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, if 
they do not preach: but woe to 
them, if they do it merely to acquire 
reputation and fame! That would 
be proſtituting the gifts of God to 
an unworthy purpoſe indeed, Take 
away then your applauſe: that is to 
them but an occaſion of tempta- 
tion. Take away your applauſe, and 
give them your tears; ſuch tears as 
may not fall unprofitably, but waſh 
away the ſtains which defile your 
fouls. Take away your applauſe, 
and let them ſee your good works: 
theſe are their crown, their joy, and 
glory in the Lord. 

The general cauſe why men of 


the world, though affected for the 
moment, 


( 53 ) 
moment, when they hear the truths 
of religion, though ſometimes exci- 
ted to love and embrace the mercies 
of God, and ſometimes terrified at 
his judgements, yet remain in their 


lives ſtill as far from the kingdom of 


God as before, is their receiving of 
the divine ſeed among thorns. That 
eric fell among thorns, as our Sa- 
vicur explains it, are h/ who have 
beard, and going their way, are choaked 
with the cares, and riches, and pleas 
ſures of 16is liſe, and yield no fruit. 
An attention to the cares of this 
world, and to the preſcrvation and 
honeſt increaſe of your fortunes, is 
by no means blameable: it is your 
duty to give to theſe things a pro— 
portionate ſhare of your attention. 
But ſurely, theſe are not your only, 
nor your principal concerns. You 
were placed here tor a nobler pur- 

pole 
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poſe than to acquire rickes, or enjoy 


earthly comforts and ſatisfactions; 
you are here in your way to heaven ; 
and the word of God is the light 
which is to conduct you thither. 
But, if you ſuficr your minds to be 
wholly taken up from morning til! 
night, with worldly objects, this 
light will never lead ycu to hea- 
ven. Allow yourſelves, therefore, 
in every ſituation, a competent time 
for reflection. If you hear truths 
which affect you, bleſs God for his 
mercies, and, with a grateful heart, 
cheriſn the impreſſions you receive. 
Dwell upon them till they penetrate 
your very ſouls. If the diſtractions 
of earthly buſineſs divert your atten- 
tion from them tor a time, turn to 


them again the firſt opportunity. In 


the retirement of your chambers, 
apply what you hear to your owa 
wants 


4 
1 


E 
wants and neceſſities: form reſolu— 
tions ſeriouſly, coolly, deliberately: 
lay down plans for future conduct 
conformable to the inſtructions with 
which you have been favoured: and 
never forget, that the truths you hear 
will be one day brought in judge- 
ment againſt you, and condemn you 

your failure of improvement by 
them. Thus you will hear the word 
ct God in @ good and perfect heart ; 
Keep it, and bring z fort: > fruit in patience, 
a hundred 7.14. 

To conclude, in the words of 5 
James, Be ye doers of the word, 5 
avt hea ers oniy, deccivirg yourſelves. 
Ter, if @ man be a bearer file cord, 
aud not a deer, he ſmall b compared 19 
a in an bebolding his natural ccuntenauce 
175 a glaſs: or by Ic hell [ piumſclf, and 

went bis way, and preſently forgot woat 

manner 


Jjnmes, c. 1. 


1 
manner ef man he was. But be that 
hath looted into the perfect law of liberty, 
and hath continned therein, not becoming 
a forgetful bearer, but a acer of the 
work; this man foall be Bleſſed ix his 
deed. Follow hereafter this advice, 
whenever you hear the word of God, 
Begin with this diſcourſe. Think 


| ix 


on what has been ſaid, when you 


return to your reſpective homes. If 
hitherto you have heard or read 
God's word with giddy, light, and 
diſſipated minds, reſolve h-ncefor- 
ward to give to 1t that reverent at- 
tention, which the majeſty of the 
ſupreme Being demands from his 
creatures, whenever he converſes 
with them. If formerly the words 
of life only ſlightly touched your 
hearts, now dwell upon them, and 
let their effects appear in your con- 
duct. To every exhortation you 


hear, 


5 


hear, come and return with the ſame 


diſpoſitions: and then you will be 
eft ect U ally taught, N by the f. eble 
voice of man, but by the powertul 


grace, and the unerring wiſdom of 


8 
Jod. Your improvement by that 
WIſdom, which now appears through 
a claſs darkly, will fit you to be in- 
tyduced to that bleſſed abode, where 
very ſhadow and veil ſhall be re— 
moved; where you ſhall ſee God 
face to face, and reoice in the frut- 
tion of his happinels for endleſs 


ages. 
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QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 


On the Remembrance of Death. 


Jeſus took unto him the twelve, 
and ſaid unto them, Behold, ww? 
go up to Teruſaleia ;. and al 
things Hall be accompliſhed, 
ꝛohich were dritten by the Pro- 
phets concerning the Son of Man. 
For be ſhall be delivered to Ile 
Gentiles. .. . and they i put 
Eim to death. Luke xviil. 31. 


TRE image of that death which 
our Redeemer was to undergo in 
order to expiate the ſins of the world, 

| Was 
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was ever preſent to his mind, ſrom. 
the firſt inſtant of his conception, to 
his laſt expiring breath. The idea 
*of it was familiar to him : he viewed 
it with a calm and collected mind 
in all its circuraſtances, and with 
all its conſequences.. In the words 
of my text, and on various occaſions 
in his converſation wich his diiciples, 
he called their attention to it; as 
well to obviate that dejection and 
diſmay with which it would natu- 
rally overwhelm their hearts and 
terrify their imaginations, as to teach 
them, in all the various occurrences 
of life, never to loſe ſight of that. 
awful moment, when they ſhould, 
quic this earthly habitation, and 
enter into a new and tremendous. 
icene; ſhould cloſe their eyes on 
this world for ever, and open then) 
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41 
to - behold the goods and evils of 
eternity. 

The admonition he gave them 
was to this effect: The hour of niy 
« death is near at hand. I, though 


« the Conqueror of death, muſt dic, 
« that I may trivmph over death. 
« But I die for you : I dic that your 
e death may lead to happineſs and 
ce glory; for you mutt, each of you, 
« paſs through the gate of death as 
« I do. Think then on my latt 
te paſſage, and think on your own. 
« Prepare yourſelves to follow me: 
& be not ſo indifferent about your 
ce moſt important concerns, as not 
te to inform yourſelves whither I go, 
c and whither you mult go alto.“ 
* New, ſaid he, when he was taking 


his laſt farewell of them the night 


before his paſſion, now 1 go to bim 
that ſent me; and none of you aſreth ine, 


I hither goeſt thou ? 
Our 


John, xvi. 5. 


) 

Our Redeemer well knew, that man 
cannot be more benefited by any 
conſideration, than by the conſtant 
remembrance of death; and there- 
fore wiſhed to impreſs the idea of it 
ſtrongly on their minds. Indeed, 
my friends, the remembrance of 
death is the firm ſupport of a virtu- 
ous life, the guardian of innocence, 
the ſharpeſt ſpur to duty. In all thy 
works, ſays the wiſe man, remember 
thy laſs end, and tho: fhait never fin. 
It is the banifhing from their minds 
the thought and the image of death, 
which enables men to fleep with 
fuch compoſure in the very boſom of 
deſtruction, If there be in this aſſem- 
bly any one ſo ſtrongly attached to 
criminal pleaſures, or unjuſt intereſts, 
that he cannot prevail on himſelf 
to renounce them now, in order to 
his reconciliation with the Father 
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of mercies, in theſe approaching day: 
of pardon and clemency, let him ſe— 
riouſly ruminate on death. In that 
meditation, the deſtructive charm 
which faſcinates him, the phantom 


which he is purſuing through the 
paths of guilt and ruin, will diffolye 
into air; and he wiil feel truly 


wretched, till he has made his peace 


with his injured Lord. Let the 
tepid, the half-virtuous Chriſtian, 
meditate often on deatn; and his 
fervour will be enkindled anew ; h:3 


difficulties will vaniſh before him; 
he will be carried, as on the wings of 


the eagle, to the arduous heights ot 
perfection and conſummate charity. 
The memory of death may become 
to us a ſource of true life: | mean, 
therefore, this day to encourage You 


to ſuffer your thoughts to dw::! 
Frequently on it. For this end I Hh 
adarcis 


„ 

addreſs to you ſeme reflections, which 
may convince you, that fince 27 73 
appointed for men once 19 die, ond after 
this comes the j+7-c::222!1, to endea- 


vour to baniſh from the mind the 
remembrance of that momentous 
event is the hwight of im atence; 
that to be af ro think on 1t is folly 
in the extreme, and ſuch ally as 
may be {lowed by the mutt ruins 
ous Conirguences. 

Mankind in general are much 
averſe From indoloins ſuch reflections 
as are of their own nature humilia- 
ting, and point out to them £8 

. 


imperfection and mceanncls of their 
being. Such thoughts as thoſe are 
inſurious to their pride, ſhock their 


ih F op [ 5 « 
ſelf-love, attack the very ſource of 


all their paitons, and cait them into 
a deep and diſtreſſing melancholy. 
To think that we are to die, to 2c 

torn 


% by ka 7, 2 - 
- ou SIA. oo. 


4 
4 


— 


— — 


rn e 7 — 


(„ 


torn away from all we loved and 


enjoyed, and from all that in which 
we gloricd; co deſcend into the grave, 
into the gloomy caverns of the earth; 


to become a ghaſtly carcaſe, the foul 
of worms, an object of loathing and 
horrour to our fellow creatures, and 
the hideous inhabitant of the tomb; 


oh! it is a thought which ſhocks all 
our ſenſes, hurts all our feelings, 


. darkens our imaginations, chills our 


blood and ſpirits, embitters all the 
pleaſures, and throws a dark veil over 
all the glories of this world. 

We dare not look ſtedfaſtly on 
ſo ſrightful a ſpectacle: we dread 
whatever can awaken the remem- 
brance of death, as if the idea could 
haſten its approaches. Under pre- 
tence of tenderneſs we do not chooſe 
that perſons dear to us, whom death 
has lately ſnatched from our em- 

braces, 
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races, ſhould be the ſubſect of con- 
verſation: we are careful to avoid 
the ſight of the places where we for- 
merly enjoyed their ſociety : care is 
taken to hide or cover the paintings 
which exhibit their features: we 
cautiouſly ſhun every object which 
is capable of calling up, together with 
their remembrance, the 1dea of death, 
which has taken them from us. Nay, 
we carry our weakneſſes and our 
fears on that ſubject fo far, that we 
give into the moſt childiſh ſuper- 
ſtitions: we fancy we are continually 
meeting with omens foreboding 
death, in the vain, wild, and broken 
fancies of a dream; in the croaking 
of a raven; in the fortuitous num- 
ber of perſons aſſembled together ; 
in incidents ſtill more trifling and 
ridiculous. We think that death 
haunts us on every {ide ; and, for 
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that reaſon, take every precaution 
that we may not be forced to behold 
it. 

My brethren, theſe exceſſive ap. 
prehenſions might be excuſable in 
Pagans, to whom death was the 
greateſt of all human calamities. 
They looked for nothing certain 
beyond the grave: death was for 
them the term of all their joys: 


they lived without hope, and there- 


fore died without conſolation. Bur 


it is matter of aſtoniſhment, that 


death ſhould be fo terrible an object 
to a Chriſtian; and, if it be, that he 
ſhould on that account ſeck to divert 
his thoughts from conſidering it: 
for, in the firſt place, ſuppoſing that 


we have every reaſon to dread the 


approach of our laſt hour, yet J 
cannot comprehend why its tcrrours 
ſhould cauſe us to divert from it our 

attention : 


7 

attention: I mould think, on the 
contrary, that the greater the inĩisfor- 
tune is which awaits us, the more 
ſtedfaſtly we ſhould ſurvey it, the 
more ſcrutinouſly we ſnould examine 
it, in order to arm ourſelves againſt 
the evils which it threatens, and to 
take proper meaſures to prevent be- 
mg ſurpriſed, What! the more 
the danger prefits upon you, the 
more it alarms and terrides you, are 
you the more indolent, the more in- 
attentive? What an unheard-of in- 
fatuation, for a man to be calm and 
eaſy, becauſe he has too ſtrong a con- 
ception of the misfortunes that ſur- 


round him! 


If you were under a neceſſity of 


walking along a narrow and ſlippery 
path, with a ſtecp precipice on each 
lide of you, would you deſire that 


A 


F 2 eyes, 


à bandage might be put over your 


( 68 ) 
tyes, to prevent you from ſeeing your 
danger? Ah! my friends, you ſee 
your grave open at your feet: the 
frightful object alarms your imagi- 
nations; and therefore, inſtead of 
having recourſe to the ſolid wiſdom 
which religion imparts, to that 
friendly and ſecure aid which ſhe 
offers, to thoſe infallible means which 
ſhe points out, for preventing you 
from falling into that abyſs, without 
hope and without refource, and en- 
2bling you to riſe from it gloriouſly 
again, you, inconſiderate, ſenſeleſs 
that you are, you blindfold your- 
ſelves, that you may not ſee the evils 
into which you are plunging; you 
ſeek after diſſipation and diverſions, 
which may leave you no leiſure to 
think on them. Like the unfortu- 
nate victims of Pagan ſuperſtition, 


you advance towards the altar, the 
bed 


89 

bed of death whereon you are ſhortly 
to be immolated, with a bandage 
over your eyes, crowned with gar- 
lands of flowers, in the midſt of 
dancing, feſtivity, and ſhouts of joy. 

Moreover, if, by keeping the 
thought of death at a diſtance, you 
could keep death itſelf at a diſtance 
likewiſe, there might be ſomething 
rational in your way of proceeding : 
but, think on it or not, it makes 
rapid and continuil advances towards 
you. Every effort you make to ba- 
niſh the remembrance of it, draws 
you nearer to it; and, at the ap- 
pointed hour, it will certainly come. 
What then do you get by diverting 
your mind from the thought? Do 
you diminiſh the danger? No; you 
increaſe it: you mare it almoſt im- 
pollivle you ſhould not be taken by 
F ſurpriſe, 
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1 
ſurpriſe. Man, ſaith Solomon, &now- 
eth not his own end: but, as fiſhes, are 
taken with tle hock, and as birds art 
caught with the ſnare, ſo men are taten 
in the evil time, when it ſball ſudden; 
come upon them, Yes, my beloved 
friends, as the {ih which exults 2. 
bounds in the limpid ſtream, anc 
thinks not on the hook which is Bait! 
for its deſtruction, haſtens with j. 
to take what it imag: ines to be nou- 
riſnment, and ſwallows death; 28 
the bird expands its variegated plu— 
mage to the fun, Ries from ſpray to 
ſpray, and cheers the heart 7 7 man 
with its enchanting melody, While 
the net is ſpread by Which it mult 
ſhortly be made a captive, deprived 
at leaſt of liberty, perhaps of lite ; 
ſo the children of this world exult 
with vain joy in a full tide of pro- 


ſperity, 


Eccleſ. ix: 
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1 
ſperity, in a ſtream of pleaſures; 
riſe on the wings of aſpiring ambition 
to the ſummit of earchly grandeur, 
or revel, in feſtal joy, with their aſſo- 
ciates in their criminal delights, 
And behold, while their poſſeſſions 
jncreaſe, while ſucceſs ſmiles on all 
their aims, the cold hand of death 
ſuddenly ſrizes on them. That in- 
ſtant, the towe ing edifices they had 
erected, fall to the ground; every 
gay and plealing object diſappears 
for ever; hope itſelf, the laſt reſource 


of the miſerable, is at once extin- 


guiſhed; and they are conſigned to 
thoſe accumulated miſeries, to that 
eternal ruin, which during lite they 
would not think on. 

But, it is ſaid, © were men always 
e to carry in their minds the re- 
% membrance of death, it might 
* have ſuch an effect upon them, 
ce 20." 


1 3722 
« as to diſqualify them for diſchar- 
« ging the dutics of Jife; nay, it 
© might in the end diforder their 
* minds.” Diſorder their minds! 
my brethren. Oh! by no means. 
It would make them regard this 
world as a place of baniſhment; its 
pleaſurts, as ſo many faſcinating 
charms which would ſeduce them to 
miſery ; fin, as the greateſt, the mot 
lamentable of all calamities; the 
advantages of high birth, honours, 
and poſſeſſions, as fo many viſionary 
excellericies ; falvation, as the one 
thing neceſſary, the one thing deſi- 
rable, their grand, their only affair. In 
this manner would their minds be diſ- 
ordered, their reaſon impaired. Would 
to God we were all thus fooliſh, 
thus infatuated ! Indeed the thought 
of death will make us but ſorry pro- 


ficients in that worldly wiſdom, which 
the 


1 


the ſacred oracles have declared to 
be folly with Chriſt ; that wiſdom 
which 1s falſe, proud, -carnal, and 
blind ; which obſcures the light of 
faith; cheriſhes our corrupt appe- 
tites; foments the paſſions; prefers 
time to eternity, the ſhadow to the 
ſubſtance; and leads the children of 
men far aftray from the paths of 
truth, innocence, and peace. 

But, if you wiſh to acquire that 
enlightened, temperate, ſolid, Chriſ- 
tian wiſdom which Jeſus teaches ; 
that prudence of the ſerpent, which 
he recommends ; you find it in the 
meditation on death: a wiſdom 
which 1s preferable to all the trea- 
ſures and emoluments of the earth ; 
a wiſdom which is truly honourable 


to man; which exalts kim above the. 
condition of his nature; which in 
every age has formed an illuſtrious 

: train 
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train of chriſtian heroes, more wor- 
thy of renown than the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed characters of which anti. 
quity can boaſt: this wiſdom will 
be the fruit of your meditations on 
death ; - a wiidom which will eanoble 
your ſentiments, and conduct vou to. 
the tem 8 of virtue and true ho- 
nour. 


Be NOT 2 rshenſßve that th . 
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tinual rememorance of death will 
* 7% 

make you neglect the employments 


and duties of liſe. Oh ! my brethren, 
the image of that death Which in- 
troduces you to the bar of divine 
juſtice, ever preſent to your minds, 
while it makes you. tremble to do 
any thing which may bring down 
upon you the indienation of your 
Judge, will make you patient and 
reigned under all the difficulties of 
your ſtation; will enable you to ſup- 
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port cheerfully every labour, diſ- 
charge diligently every obligation, 
as being under the eye ©: the Hreat 

Maſter of the Univerſe, vhO records 
= a virtuous endeavours in the 
book of life, and will be himſelf your 


* 
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Moreover, by divertin: away the 


— 


1 of (death, becaule it is trou- 
ble ſome and alarming to your minds, 
= are guilty of a ning ingra- 

tude to God: becauſe the impreſ- 
fon 7 tear and terfour cauſtd by 
tie idea of death, is a ſingular grace 
with which Heaven has favoured you. 
Alas! how many examples do we 
mect with of perſons, who, having 
extinguiſhed every {park of religion, 
and every virtuous ſentiment in their 
ſouls, and being ſupported by a {oiſe 
philoſophy, affe& to deſpiſe death ; 
regard it as the annihilation of their 
being, 
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CIS I 
being, and with impious and unna- 
tural hands put a period to their own 
exiſtence! How many men, in the 
heat of battle, ruſh into danger with 
out remorle, without diſquietude, 
without any thought on their future 
deſtiny, or any diſtant preparation 
for eternity! A raſhneſs, of Which al! 
our wars furniſh innumerable in— 
ſtances. How many others, in a 
more tranquil ſituation, in our towns 
and cities, from the vivacity, frivolity 
and thoughtleſsneſs of their diſpoũ— 
tion, run through life, almoſt without 
once ſeriouſly thinking that they 
muſt die! How many ſinners are 
abandoned to hardneſs of heart, given 
up to a reprobate ſenſe, and there- 
fore are not affected by the view ct 
death! 
It is, indeed, an effect of the 
bounty of God towards you, if thr 
thought 
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thought of death makes a frong 
impreſſion on your nd, and has a 
powerful aſcendant over all the 
paſſions of your ſoul. It is by this 
way that in all Ikel:hood he means 
to draw you to himſelf. If ever 
you quit the evil of your ways, it 
will be by the force of this reflection. 
Perhaps your falvation depends on 
this ſalutary fear. Ah! ſinner, you 
will indeed be near to reprobation, 
ſhould that time ever come, when 
the image of death cannot diſturb 
your vicious enjoyments ; when you 
can run from the funeral obſcquies 
of the companions of your crimes, 
to a repetition of the ſame crimes; 
or behold, without trembling, the 
ghaſtly corpſe of the criminal object 
of your impure paſſions, and even 
plume yourſelf on a ſtrength of 

mind 
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mind which is ſo ruinous to your 
ſoul. 

Cheriſh, therefore, now that tender 
ſenſibility of which Providence hath 
not vet deprived you; cheriſh it, and 
turn it to advantage for the im- 
provement of your hearts. Draw 
near to thoſe objects which trace out 
before you the image of death. Let 
the view of it trouble and deſtroy 
the falſe peace you enjoy in the 
gratification of unlawful deſires, 
Walk ſometimes among the graves 
and monuments of your Geceaſed 
friends and acquaintances: there, 
amidſt the ruins of their mortal and 
earthly part, meditate on the vanity 
of human things. Go, and ſee, from 
time to time, what remains to them 
now, in thoſe gloomy manſions, of 
all they once loved, of all their for- 
mer poſſeſſions, their toils, and their 
pleaſures, 


2 

pleaſures, Conſider what you once 
knew them to be, and con pare with 
it what they now are 3 a maſs of cor- 
ruption, which you cannot bear to 
look on. This is all they now are 
in the eyes of men. But, oh! What 
are they in the ſight of God? where 
does the departed ſpirit dwell 2—= 
Their works have tollowed them. 

Go down in imagination into the 
caverns of the earth, and chooſe 
among them your place. Repreſent 
to yourſelves beforehand, what you 
will be in your own la't moments, 
Stretched our on a bed oi ſorrows ; 
ſtrugling; panting for breath; pale- 
neſs ard horrour ſeated on your 
countenance; your limbs benumbed, 
and ſeized with deadly cold; your 
ſpeech faultering; your eyes fixed, 
and ſunk into your head, covered 
with a confuſed miſt, before which 
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every thing begins to diſappear; 
your relations and friends round your 
bed pouring forth fruitleſs ſupplica- 


tions for your recovery, and increa- 


ſing your fears and anguiſh by the 
tenderneſs of their ſighs, and the 
abundance of their tears. The mi- 
niſter of Jeſus at your fide, in his 
hands the ſign of ſalvation, then 
your only reſource and comfort, in- 
ſpiring you with ſentiments of faith, 
compunction, confidence, and love. 
Oh! draw near in thought to view 
this inſtructive and intereſting ſcene: 
to view yourſelves in the agitations 
of that laſt conflict, giving no ſigns 
of life, but by the convulſive agonies 
which announce your approaching 
diſſolution, The world annihilated 
before you; you diveſted of all your 
dignities, ſtripped of your poſſeſ- 
ions, abandoned by all that was dear 
to 
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„ 
to you on earth, on the point of ap- 
pearing before God, your ſovereign 
judge, accompanied only by your 
good or evil deeds. This is not a 
romance; a vain prediction: it is 
the hiſtory of thoſe whom you lee 
daily dying before your eyes; and, 
by anticipation, it is the hiſtory of 


what will befall you. Think then 


ſeriouſly and frequently on it. The 
terrible moment cannot be very far 
off: perhaps you now border on it. 
Remember, that the only conſolation 
you will then find, will ariſe from 
your having made the memory of 
death, and the preparation for it, 
the ſtudy, and the chief employment 
of your whole lives. 

Indeed, my brethren, to go now 
to the ſource of all our apprehenſions, 
what is it that makes death terrible? 

Vol. II. G It 
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It is the conſciouſneſs of evil deeds: 
death itſelf is not, properly ſpeaking, 
the object of our fear; but we dread 
the juſtice of God, which, on the other 
fide of the grave, will execute ſevere 
vengeance on the crimes of our lives, 
You tremble becauſe your foul is 
not in a condition to appear before 
God, defiled, as it is, with ſo many 
ſhameful ſtains, which disfigure his 
divine image. You turn pale, and 
ſhudder at the idea of death, becauſe 
you have too much reaſon to think, 
that for you to die, in the ſtate in 
which you are now, would be to 
periſh eternally. Purify your con- 
ſcience, therefore, by ſincere repen- 
tance, Let the tear of contrition 
cleanſe away all the defilements of 
your hearts: atone for your crimi— 
nal paſſions: abandon for ever all 

that 
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that is evil: embrace the mercies 
of your Redeemer. Do this; and 
then, having good grounds to hope 
that after death infinite mercy will 
receive you into its arms, you will 
behold the approaches of death 
without any alarm; you will meet 
it with a conſcious {mile of peace 
and joy. 

In effect, my beloved friends, 
what can there be in death ſo very 
terrible to thoſe who have lived a 
virtuons life, or whoſe penitential 
tears have expiated the vices of their 
former years, and who die in the faith 
and hope of Jeſus? Death 1s to 
them a meſſenger, who brings the 
glad tidings of life and liberty : the 
proſpects which open before them 
cheer their minds: they conſider 
themſelves as going forth, not to lie 

G 2 ſilent 


684) 


Glent and ſolitary in the darkneſs of 
the grave; not to paſs into a coun- 
try where they are altogether ſtran- 
gers and unknown ; but to enter on 
a land, new indeed to their ſight, but 
1n which, by faith and hope, they 
have long before dwelr ; where they 
ſhall join the ſociety of all that are 
wiſe, great, and good; that innu— 
merable multitude of all nations, and 
tribes, and peoples, and tongues, 
who ſtand before the throne of God, 
and in the ſight of the Lamb ; where 
they ſhall be united to their moſt 
diſintereſted friend, their tender 
parent, their eternal lover, the 
chaſte ſpouſe of their ſouls, under 
whoſe ſweet dominion they have 

hitherto delighted to live. 
Happy indeed, thrice happy thoſe 
who die in this hope. Bleſed are 
the 
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the dead who die in the Lord. From 
benceforth now, ſaith the Spirit, that 
they may reſt from their labours ; for 
their works follow them. With reſpect 
to theſe all come to paſs the ſaying 
that is written: Death is ſwallowed 
up in vifory : they may exultingly 
cry out, O death, where is thy victory? 
O death, where is thy fling? For 
the ſting of death is fin; and lin they 
have expiated in the blood of Chriſt 
Jeſus. Beholding, with the eye 
of faith, the boſom of Abraham 
opened to receive them ; behold- 
ing, with St. Stephen, the heavens 
open, and Jeſus ſtanding at the 
right hand of God, preſenting to 
his ſervants a crown of immortal 
glory; they quietly repoſe in the 
Lord, and their departing ſouls are 
carried by celeſtial ſpirits to the 

(z.-3 place 
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place for which they were original; 
formed, to the bright abodes of the 
blefſed Jeruſalem; where Chriſt, 
with his elect, fhall reign in ſplen— 
dour and felicity for endleſs ages. 
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SERMON XVII. 


FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 


On Works of Seif-denta!, 


Ve, helping, do exhort you, that 
ycu receive not the grace of God 
in vain: jor he faith; In an 
accepted time have I heard thee, 
and in the day of falvation have 
T helped thee. Behold, now 1s 
the acceptable time; behold, now 
ts the day of ſalvation, 2 Cor, 
8. t. 


Tun Church of Chriſt has now 

put on her penitential garments, and, 

anxious to promote the eternal in- 
64 tereſts 
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tereſts of her children, invites and 
commands them to obſerve, for the 
ſpace of forty days, a folemn peni- 
tential faſt, *Blow the trumfet i; 
Sion, ſhe ſays to her paſtors ; ſanctißy 
4 faſt, call a ſclemn aſſembly. If we 
conſult the feelings of fleſh and 
blood, the ordinance which I am 
here commiſſioned to announce, 1s 
no way pleaſing. The idea of en- 
tering on ſo painful an exerciſe, and 
continuing it during ſo many weeks, 
muſt be afllifting to corrupt na- 
ture. 

Hence, the children of this world, 
who, by habitually indulging their 
own appetites and ſenſual deſires, 
have given them the aſcendant over 
reaſon and religion; though decency, 
intereſt, vanity, of ſome ſuch mo- 
tive, may induce*them to affect an 
appearance of compliance with the 


| laws 
* Joel , ii. 


6 
laws of the Chriſtian church; till 
reſolve in ſecret to indulge them- 
ſelves with their former liberty, ſtill 
to gratify their ungoverned 1ncli- 
nations. 

There are ſome Chriſtians who 
proceed in a kind of middle path; 
who have too much ſenſe of religion, 
directly to refuſe obedience to the 
commands of the viſible authority 
appointed by Chriſt to govern his 
people; and, at the ſame time, too 
much inordinate ſelf- love to bend 
themſelves entirely to that obe- 
dience. Theſe, therefore, turn them- 
ſelves anxiouſly on every ſide to find 
ſome ſpecious pretext, either of in- 
firmity, or difficulties, or circum- 
ſtances, for being diſpenſed with 
from the obligation. When the diſ- 
penſation is thus obtained, they reſt 
ſatisſied; their conſcience is at 

eaſe, 


3 
eaſe, and their ſelf-love is unmo- 
leſted. 

Even the juſt, and thoſe who ſin- 
cerely labour to work out their ſal- 
vation, cannot look forward on the 
painful career into which we have 
entered, without feeling ſome re- 
pugnance - without being ſomewhat 
ſtartled at its diificulries : for, how- 
ever holy their lives, and fincere and 


fervent their deſires of improvement 
g in virtue, ſtill they are men, and 
N have their nature, with its corrup— 
: tion and inſirmities, about them. 

{ Such are the gloomy, the de- 
W jecting thoughts, which fleſh and 
1 | blood ſuggeſt on this occaſion. Bur, 
{1 

, 


my friends, as rational men, and as 
Chriſtians, 1t ſurely does not become 
you to liſten to ſuch ſuggeſtions. 
Reaſon and religion are to be your 
guides. And behold now, in which 
: ever 


1 

ever of theſe three claſſes of Chrif- 
tians you may deſerve to be ranked, 
religion tells you this day, in the 
words of the Apoſtle, that this time 
of ſelf-denial is a time acceptable to 
heaven; that its days are days of 
ſalvation, —T fincerely wiſh that TI 
may be able fully ro convince you 
of this important and conſoling 
truth: I wiſh to make the finner, 
and the tepid, half-virtuous Chriſ- 
tian, truly ſenſible, that the time of 
lent is to them an acceptable time; 
becauſe it affords the moſt favourable 
occaſion of atoning for their paſt 
offences; and to ſhow the juſt man, 
as well as the ſinner, that the exer- 
ciſes of this holy time are the beſt 
preſervatives of innocence and virtue. 
I ſhall dwell this day only on the firſt 
of theſe conſiderations, and ſhow, 
in the firſt place, that ſuch as have 
ever 
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ever grievouſly offended God, are 
bound to make ſome ſatisfaction to 
his juſtice, by works of ſelf-denial. 
Secondly, I ſhall defire you to con- 
ſider, that this ſatisfaction which 
wuſt be made, is, at this time, ren- 
dered more ſweet and eaſy, mcre 
- acceptable and efficacious, than at 

any other ſeaſon of the year. 
I. It is an article of the Chriſtian 
faith, that, whenever man, has been 
ſo unfortunate as to loſe the grace 
and friendſhip of his Creator, by any 
grievous crime, he can never be re- 
ſtored again to the happy ſtate from 
which he is fallen, but by the merits 
of our Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus; and 
theſe merits of Chriſt are differently 
applied to our ſouls for the remiſſion 
of our guilt, according to the dif- 
ference of circumſtances in which 
we 
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we have offended. The original 
guilt, which we contract in Adam, 
and the actual ſins we commit before 
baptiſm, are entirely remitted in the 
ſacrament of baptiſm, by the ſaving 
waters of regeneration ; ſo that there 
remains no obligation, on their ac- 
count, of inflicting on ouriclves any 
puniſhment; becauſe, when we 
know not the truth, when the light 
of divine revelation has not ſhone on 
our minds, the vices we fall into are 
more excuſable in the fight of a juſt 
and equitable judge. — But the fins 
we fall into after baptiſm are of a 
more aggravated guilt, The ſoul 
which, having been once brought to 
the knowledge of God, has delibe- 
rately inſulted him; the ſoul which, 
having been enriched with the trea- 
ſure of divine grace, has deſpiſed 
and thrown away that ineſtimable 

poſſeſſion. 
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poſſeſſion; which, having been once 
clothed with the white robes of in- 
nocence, has wilfully ſtripped itſelf 
of thoſe beautiful ornaments ; a ſoul 
which, once ſanctified by the blood 
of Jeſus, has trampled on that pre- 
cious blood, and crucified him again 
by her iniquities; ſuch a foul as 
this cannot be again reconciled to 
the Lord by ſo eaſy an obſervance as 
that of baptiſm. No: For i is im- 
| Poſſible for theſe who were once en- 
tightened, have taſted alſo the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the 
1 Holy Ghoſt....and are fallen away, to be 
1 renewed again. Nothing remains 
for them, but the tears, the ſighs, 
the laborious and painful efforts, 
the mortifications and felf-denials, of 
ſincere repentance, 
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Hence, it is the doctrine of the 
Catholic church, with reſpect to 
the fins we fall into after baptiſm, 
that, beſides the guilt contracted 
in thein, and which is remicted in 
the ſacrament of penance, we incur 
a debt to the divine judge, which 
obliges us to undergo 2 temporal 
puniſhment, by way of atisfa ion; 
and that, without a incere diſpo— 
ſition to 1nflict on our'c}ves this pu— 
niſument, or receive it from the 
hand of God, with an humble, pa- 
tient, and penitential ſpirit, our 
guilt will never Le remitted, This 
doctrine is evidently grounded on 
the infallible oracles of divine truth. 
Thus we read, that, when King 
David had contaminated his foul 
with the guilt of adultery and mur- 
der, the prophet Nathan was ſent to 
aſſure him that, in conſequence of 
his 
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his repentance, his ſin was forgiven ; 
but that, nevertheleſs, his fon ſhould 


die, that the untimely death of a be- 
loved child might puniſh the peni- 
tent father for his iniquity. I paſs 
over many other paſſages of the Sa- 


cred Scriptures, which, with united 
evidence, place this doctrine beyond 


every ſhadow of doubt. 
In fact, if we view the lives of the 


illuſtrious models of repentance 
which are held out to our imitation 


in the New and Old Teſtament; if 


we attend to the conduct of the 


Pauls, the Magdalens, and the other 
numerous ſaints, who had once 
ſtrayed from the ways of God ; we 
ſee them all clearly convinced, that 
a true converſion not only implies a 
deteſtation of paſt guilt, and a re- 
ſolution never to conſent to ſin here- 
after, but muſt be accompanied by 

faſting, 


1497 


faſting, by watchings, by auſterities, 
and other ſatisfactory works, by 
which the penitent makes himſelf a 
victim to the juſtice of an offended 
Deity. It is therefore an undoubted 
truth, that, if you have grievouſly 
ſinned, your fin mult not only be 
waſhed away by the tears of contri- 
tion, and eſfaced by the blood of 
vour Redeemer; but you mult ex- 
piate it in yourſelves, by crucifying 
your fleſh, and filling up in 1t thoſe 
things that cre wanting of the ſufferings 
of Chriſt, 

Do not ſuffer yourſelves to be led 
aſtray by falſe lights. I know, that, 
if we were to judge of the nature of 
true repentance by the ordinary 
conduct of modern penitents, we 
ſhould form of it a very different 
conception. There would appear 
in it nothing very difficult ; nothing 

Vol. II. H but 
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but what our ſelf-love could eaſily 
put up with. The generality of 
them, baving laid their ſins at the 
feet of Chriſt, in the tribunal of pen- 
nance, and lamented them with 
tears of contrition, provided they 
only perform the eaſy works of ſatis- 
faction, which are particularly en- 
zoined them by the Miniſter of God, 
ſit down contcated, without any re- 
troſpect on what is paſt. No uncea- 
ſineſs remains behind; no idea of 
further obligation. They return 
gain to the ſame ſoft compliance 
with their own humours, the fame 
delicacies, the ſame ſenſual indul- 
gences. Penitents, of this age, al- 
low themſclves, without remorſe, 
ſatisfactions and enjoyments which 
the moſt innocent Chriſtian can ne- 
ver be allowed, conſiſtently with the 
rules of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus. 

Indeed. 


| 
| 
| 
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Indeed, when we view the fruits of 
repentance, which are generally pro- 
duced, we cannot wonder at the ſe- 
vere expreſſion of St. Ambroſe; that 
it is eaſier to find a Chriſtian who 
has preſerved his innocence unſullied, 
an One that is a true penitent. 
You ought to be convinced, my 


that, although prudence 
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niitors of God not to lay too heavy 
bu;dens on thote who apply for the 
remiſſion of their. guilt; in the be- 
ginning eſpecially, while _y are 
yet weak and imperfect, and might 
by too much ſeverity be diſhearten- 
ed, and tempted to abandon the good 
work they have begun; ſtill it 1s 
not, nor was it ever, the intention of 
the Church, to give her children any 
iecurity that thoſe ſatisfations will 
Iuimce, On the contrary, {he con- 


- 
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Einvally counſels them to ring forth 


fruits worthy of repeniance, even to 
the laſt hour of life. If you with to 
know the ſentiments of the Church 
of Chriſt, with regard to penitential 
works, turn over the ancient canons: 
you there find whole years of ſevere 
puniſhment inflicted for only one 
ſin.— What then ſhall we ſay ? Is the 
enormity of ſin now become leſs in 
the ſight of God ? Has he loſt any 
part of his title to our homage and 
obedience, ſince that time? Ah! no, 
my friends: what was then neceſſary 
to be done, as a ſatisfaction for ſin, 
is neceſſary now. There can only 
be this difference, that formerly the 
works of penance were determined 
by poſitive laws; whereas now 1t is 
left to each one's conſcience to per- 
form them in ſecret, in the ſight of 


that eternal Being whoſe goodneſs 
he 
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he has abuſed. The penitential ca- 
nons are no longer in force; but the 
object of them, that is, the puniſh- 
ment of ſin, is ſtill of equal obliga- 
tion. Notwithſtanding the fluctua- 
ting viciſſitudes of all human inſti- 
tutions; although prudence dictates 
that Jaws made by men, with a view 
to particular times and circumſtances, 
muſt be changed, as times and circum- 
ſtances vary; ſtill, as the majeſty of 
God is eternally the ſame, the guiltof 
ſin muit be ever the ſame, and conſe- 

guently deſerve equal puniſhment. 
Hence, the efficacy of faſting, in 
appealing the wrath of heaven, be- 
ing very forcibly diſplayed in many 
parts of the Sacred Writings, the 
Catholic Church commands all her 
children, at ſtated times and ſeaſons, 
to puniſh their guilt by this painful, 
but ſalutary exerciſe; and now, by 
a law which from the time of the 
Hz  Apollles 


is 


Apoſtles has ever been in force, 
forty days are marked out for the 
ſame penitential work. From this 
law none can be exempt, provided 
the obſervance of it be compatible 
with their age, health, and other 
circumſtances, I ſay, compatible 
with their age, health, &c. for, ob- 
ſerve, my brethren, failing is not in- 
tended to pleaſe, but to puniſh, 
Therefore, any repugnance you may 
find to it, every flight inconvenience 
or indiſpoſition, every unealineſs 
or ſqueamiſheſs it may occaſion, 
the trouble it gives, and ſo on, is 
no ground for being diſpenſed with 
from the obligation. It is meant to 


afflict, to give trouble and pain. 
Ah! my friends, how different are 
our diſpoſitions from thoſe ot th 
fervent penitents of antiquity ! 
They, pale with faſting, and ema- 

Clated 


1 
ciated by auſterities, ſtill thought 
they ſuffered nothing, in compariſon 
with what they deſerved. We ſtartle 
at every difficulty, and think every 
inconvenience an intolerable bur- 
then. Whence this difference 1n 
cur ſentiments ?—They had con- 
ceived a juſt idea of the evil of ſin, 
Wie confider nothing to be evil, but 
that which thwarts our corrupt in- 
clinations. | 
However, if your health, or cir- 
cumſtances, make it neceſſary you 
ſouicdl be diſpenſed with, apply to 
your paſtors, and they will grant the 
diſpenſation. But remember, that 
a diſpenſation obtained on falſe or 
unreaſonable pretexts, will have no 
other effect than that of adding to 
your violation of the law, the guilt 
and the meanneſs of a contemptible 
hypocriſy, 
114 Still, 
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Still, ſuppoſing you to be diſpen- 
fed with from faſting, you are not 
therefore diſcharged from the obli- 
gation of doing pennance: from 
that, no power upon earth can ever 
diſcharge you. A diſpenſation from 
faſting, ſets you at liberty as to the 
mode of doing pennance ; but you 
muſt ſtill do it by ſome method or 
other. Sin muſt and will be pu- 
niſhed, either in this world, or with 
more ſeverity hereafter. When you 
finned, you contracted a debt to the 
divine juſtice, which you mult pay 
to the laſt farthing. And, alas! who 
can ſay with confidence, that he has 
not ſinned? Look back on your paſt 
years; and it is more than probable, 
a ſeries of tranſgreſſions, frequently 
repeated, from your early youth to 
this day, will preſent itſelf before 
you, and fill your ſoul with bitter- 

| neſs. 


( 105 ) 
neſs, But, if you ſearch after 
the ſatisfaction you have made, how 
little, how imperfect does it appear! 
A mere nothing, when put in the 
oppoſite ſcale, and weighed againſt 
vour offences, Oh! if you reaſon 
juſtly, inſtead of wiſhing to be 
iiſpenſed with from the obligation 
of faſting, you will receive ſuch a. 
liberty with reluctance; you will 
erieve to think, that, having joined 
with ſinners in rebellion againſt 
God, you are unable to join with 
his devout ſervants in making 2 
fatisfaction to his juſtice; you will 
redouble your prayers, and be earneſt 
in the practice of ſelf- denials of ſome 
other kind, that ſo you may com- 
penfate for your inability to obſerve 
the faſt, 
IT. The time of Lent in particular 
will be devoted to pennance; becauſe 
now 


156 

now your penitential labours are at- 
tended by circumſtances which make 
them more ſweet and eaſy, and at the 
ſame time more efficacious, than at 
any other ſeaſon of the year. You 
have now the example of all your 
brethren to encourage you, It 
would be painful and diſftreiting in- 
deed, to be forced to purſue your 
way along an irkſome and dreary 
path, all alone, without any conſo- 
lation, without a companion to cheer 
your drooping mind, and raiſe vour 
dejetted ſpirits, The juſtice of God 
could demand this of you: bur, at 
this time, he tempers his ſeverity 
with clemency and mildneſs. Now, 
which ever way you calt your eyes, 


you bchold thouſands of your fellow 


creatures, even tne molt innocent, 
all walking in the ſame narrow path, 
all carrying their croſſes, and tread- 


ing 
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ing in the footſteps of the weeping 
and ſuffering Jeſus. 

Now Jeſus himſelf gocs before 
you. You are, at this time, invited 
to the contemplation of that c- 
ve pain and agony, which his love 
prompted him to undergo ior you. 
Ah! my friends, when we bc 
the eternal Word of God, the bright 
Image of the Father's glory, wec p- 
ing, agonizing in the garden, and 
bathed in his own. blood; when 
we behoid his gaping wounds ; when 
we {ce him expire on a croſs in igno- 
miny and torture; and when we 
rellect, that he became thus a han 
of ſorretos for our offences; what 
heart ſo callous, but it mult relent 
and diſſolve into penitential tears? 
Wat heart can repine at ſuffering, 
for its own offences, the ſmall afflie- 
tions which the obligations of Lent 

bring 


55 


bring with them, when our eternal 
Lover has bled ſo plentifully and ſo 

generouſly for us at every vein ? 
Conſider alſo, that your felf- 
denials are now more efficacious 
than at other times. Now ail the 
children of God join in a body, and 
offer a holy violence to heaven; a 
pleaſing kind of violence, which the 
Almighty will never reſiſt Now 
all the faithful throughout the Chriſ- 
tian world, lift up their hands in 
humble ſupplications to the throne 
of God, to deprecate his wrath, and 
avert his judgements from them— 
ſelves and others. The pious ſoli- 
taries, the chaſte choirs of virgins, 
who, though ſecured from the con- 
tagion of the world, ſtill live by cha- 
rity in the midſt of the faithful, com- 
paſſionate our diſtreſs, and the temp- 
tations to which we are unavoidaby 
expoſed, 


(109) 


expoſcd, in this buſtling and diftra®f:- 
ing life; offer up their good works 
in our behalf, and ſend up from their 
ſolitude, fervent ſighs for our ſaſety, 
which are liſtened to by heaven. 
Come then, my brethren, labour 
with courage for your own ſalvation: 
unite your ſufferings with theirs, and 
with the agonies of your Redeemer. 
If you aſpire to a place among the 
bright ſociety of his ſaints, you 
ſurely will not refuſe to join with 
him, and them, in carrying your 
croſſes! You cannot be ſo unge- 
nerous, ſo inſenſible! 

Before I conclude, I muſt alſo 
exhort you to offer up your prayers 
and auſterities, not for your own ſins 
only, but for thoſe of the whole 
world, Endeavour to turn away the 
wrath of God from his people; to 

keep 
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over the operations of the Deity 
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keep ſtom them the ſcourges of war, 


peſtilence, and famine; to obtain 
eace for the Church of God, and 
P 3 

peace and union between the kings 


— 


and princes of the earth. Do not 
imagine, my beloved, that temporal 
calamities are the effects of chance, 
or the mere work of the ambition 
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who, viewing the revolutions which 
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will be apt to attribute the diſtreſſe 
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of war, and other evils, in which 


whole nations are involved, to the 
ambitious enterpriſes of warriours 
and ſtateſmen: bur we are to lock 
further : the eye of faith [2233CTract 
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through the veil which is dravn 
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and diſcovers, in every event, the 
handiwork of that all- ruling Provi- 
dence, which extends, with ſtrength, 
from one limit of the creation to 
the other, and diſpoſes all with 
ſweetneſs and wiſdom, for the good 
of his elect, or for the chaſtiſement 
of his rebellious creatures. Con- 
vinced of this truth, pour forth the 
molt fervent ſupplications before 
the throne of infinite mercy, that 
the Almichty may continue the 
bleſſings of peace to this nation, 
which has been lately beſet by ſo 
many enemies. Beg of him to con» 
found the machinations of thoſe who 
ſeek our ruin; and to make all the 
events of life, whether adverſe or 
proſperous, lead on effectually to 
our own eternal happinels, and that 
of our fellow- citizens. 
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Noto therefore, ſaith the Lord, be 
converted to me with all your heart, in 
faſting, and in weeping, and in mourn- 
ing; and rend your hearts, and not your 
_ garments, and turn to the Lord your 
God ; for he is gracious and merciful, 
patient, and rich in mercy, and ready to 
repent of the evil....Gather together 
the people.......afſemble the ancients. 
Let the vanities, and luxurious 
pleaſures of life, be diſregarded in 
this ſolemn ſeaſon of ſupplication. 
Let the bridegroom go forth from his 
bed, and the bride from her bride-cham- 
ber. Between the porch and the altar, 
the prieſts, the Lord's miniſters, ſhall 
weep, and ſhall ſay : Spare, O Lord, 
ſpare thy people; and give not thy inhe- 
ritance to reproach, And the Lord 
cvill anſwer and ſay: Fear not, O 
land, 


* Joel, Ns 
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band, be glad and rejoice: for the Lord 
hath done great things. .. and you ſhall 
praiſe the name of the Lerd your God, 
who hath doue wonders with you: and 
rrp people foal! not 62 confounded for 
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S ERM ON XVIII. 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, 


On Works of Sclf-denial. 


We, helping, do exhort you, that 
you receive not the grace of G 
in vain: for he failyd; In an 
accepted time hade I heard thee, 
and in the day of ſalvation have 
J helped thee. Behold, now is 
the acceptable time; behold, now 
is the day of ſalvation, 2 Cor. 


e. vi. 1. 


TEHEs E words of St. Paul arc 
addreſſed to us, by the Church of 
Chriſt, in theſe days of ſelf-denial 

and 
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and repentance. We are told, that 
the time of Lent is an acceptable 
time, and that days devoted to its 
painful and laborious cxerciles are 
dars of ſetvation. © An acceptable 
© time!“ methinks I hear you ſay, 
« how io? Acceptable! to whom? 
«© Not to man, ſurely; for he muſt 
e beiic his own heart and feelings, 
*© who pretends that it brings with 
« 1: comfort and pleafure,” This 
15 the language of thoſe whoſe chief 
aim is ſenſual gratification, and of 
all who judge from the fcelings of 
geſn and blood. 

But the Philoſopher goes a ſtep 
further, and maintains, that, as un- 
doubtedly works of ſelf-denial are 
ditguſting and painful to the natural 
man, io they cannot be acceptable 
even to Heaven. He aſks, with an 
air of triumph, © Can a Being, who 
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in himſelf is infinitely happy, 
envy us our poor enjoyments? 
Did he ſend us into this world to 
weep, to ſuffer, to torment our- 
ſelves? Human life is filled 
with vexations enough. already, 
which come upon us unfougiut 
for; it would be folly to go in 


ſearch of more: beſides, it was 


the Almighty that gave us theſe 


* . * 
appetites to indulge, and the 


means of taking the indulgence.” 
My brethren, were the term of 


our exiſtence confined within the 
limits of this mortal life; were this 
world the only ſcene in which we 
are to appear; the arguments I 
have mentioned would be certainly 
concluſive, and you would do woll 
and wiſely to taſte every enjoyment 
that preſents itſelf before you; to 


feaſt on every fruit, and pleaſe your- 


{elves 


3 509, 


clves with every flower, that grows 


in your way, during the ſhort period 
in which you exiſt upon earth. But 
no; there is ſomething after death: 
reaſon gives us a faint and 1mper- 
ſect proſpect into a future life, and 
divine Revelation has brought that 
lite and immortality to light. Re— 
velation informs us, that this mortal 
life is but a paſſage to the other; 
that theſe years were allotted us for 
our improvement in graces and vir— 
tues, which lead to happineſs here- 
afcer; that this is a time of trial 
and probation, of pain and ſorrow ; 
but, of forrow which ſhall be turned 
into joy. 

In this view of things, the objec- 
tions againſt works of ſelf-denial are 


immediately done away; and it 
evidently appears, that the time in 
which we go through theſe trials 
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is acceptable both to God and man 
to God, becauſe, as we are told by 
the inſpired i in the epiſtle 
of this day, the will of God is our ſunc- 
tification ; and the exerciſes of mor- 
tification are the means of lanctiſꝭ ing 
our fouls: to man, becauſe the habits 
of ſelf-denial are the ſure preſer— 
vatives againſt vice and wretched- 
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neſs; the guardians of innocence ; 
and a never-failing ſource of com- 
fort, peace, and happineſs. 

That I may therefore do my en- 
deavours to engage you to purſue 
your way cheerfuily on, in the paia- 
ful path into which we have now 
\ntered, I intend brie'y to ſhow 
ou the efficacy of mortification in 


ſecuring; your virtue and Your hap- 
pineſs; and, in my way, I ſhall take 
occaſion to anſwer the arguments 
218 which Chriſtians ſometimes pro- 
Bj duce 


119) 
duce in favour of their appetites, 
and againſt the neceſity, and even 
utility, of feif-denial. 

It is certain, my brethren, that the 
Father of mercies, and God of all 
3 whom we ſerve, cannot 
take delight in our pains and un- 
caſineſſes. He wiſhes our hapnineſs : 
he made us that he might commue 
;icate to us a ſhare of that iclicity 
which he in himſelf eternally enjoys. 
Conſequently, whenever he preſcribes 
to us any duties, which of their own 
nature are aſiicting and painful, he 

u't have in view ſome great ad- 
vantage which will reſult to us from 
thoſe pains, and which vill abun- 
dantly compunſate the trouble we 
undergo. That ſelf - denial, there- 
fore, that dying to ourſelves, that 
hating our own ſouls in this world, the 
narrow path in waich we are com— 


14 manded 
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manded to walk; the crurifying of 
eur fleſh, which is recommended to 
us in almott every page of the ſacred 
writiegs, though irkſome and bitter, 
though gloomy and diſguſting, mult 
be ſalutary, muſt be neceſſary to our 
true welfare; and therefore muſt, in 
the eye of rraſon and faith, be plea- 
ſing and agrecable. 

That you may clearly diſcover 
in what the wholſomeneſs of theſe 
painful exerciſes conſiſts, you muſt 
obſerve, that the ſource of all our 
ſpiritual misfortunes is an inordi— 
nate attachment to creatures. In 
tlie original conſtitution of our na- 
ture, the paſſion of love is a leading 
principle. We were made to love: 


we cannot live without loving ſome 
object or other. Love is the main 
ſpring which ſets our lives in motion. 
Our love is our weight, as St. Auſtin 

obſerves; 
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obſerves; by it we are carried whi- 
therſoever we are carried. Had we 
been ſo fortunate as to have preſerved 
our original innocence, no other fire, 
but that of divine love, would have 
burnt in our hearts; and its pure 
games, ever tending upwards to the 
Creator, would at length have car- 
ricd us to an union with the ſource 
ol all beauty and perfection. Bur, 
alas! we loſt the happy privileges 
of innocence. Our paſſions have 
been let looſe upon us, and govern 
us with almoſt irreſiſtible controul : 
by them we are violently carried 
away from any attachment to inn- 
nite beauty and excellence, and our 
aftections are ſhamefully proſtituted 
to ſenſual pleaſures, and to the ad- 

vantages, riches, and flattering di— 
N which the world holds up 
to our admiration and eſteem, 


Here 
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Here your own hearts ſpeak for 
me. There 1s not any one 1n this 
aſſembly, who does not find in his 
own breaſt this unhappy propenſity 
towards creatures. The ſouls of 
the moſt pure and innocent of men, 
are frequently agitated by tumul- 
tuous paſſions. St. Paul, the vec: hd 
3 55 he found a Paw 7 in 1 
members fighting againſt the law of his 
mind. He trembled Jeſt by ſhould 
become a reprolate. To ſubdue this 


affection for created objects, and ro 
prevent it from carrying him from 


the love and fidelity which he owed 
to his Creator, he ſays that be chaſ- 
liſed his body, aud brought it under = 
Jefion. 404. in the anguiſh of 
conflict, he thus feelingly exclaims : 
happy man that I ain ! who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this deat" ? 
To 
Rom. vii, 
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To remedy this diſorder, with 
which we are each of us afflicted 
in ſome degree or other, is the great 
buſineſs of a Chriſtian life; ſince, 
while it is ſuffered to rage in our 
hearts, neither virtue nor peace can 
ever keep poſſeſſion there. What 
then is, or can be, the remedy ? 
Certainly, no other. can be found, 
but carrying on a perpetual war with 
eur inordinate inclinations and paſ— 
tons, With unremitting vigilance 
we mult obſerve them, as they be- 
gin to ſhoot up from our corruption, 
and cut them off before they gain 
the aſcendant; and this implies a 
continual ſelf-denial. It is the duty 
and intereſt of every individual 
amongſt us, to ſtudy attentively the 
motions of his own heart; to exa- 
mine what he is moſt inclined to; 
and, whenever he perceives an incli- 
nation 
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nation running counter to the will of 
God, to check it inſtantly, and bring 
it under ſubjection. Thus, for ex- 
ample, if you find that it is pride, or 
vanity, or ambition, or covetoul- 
neſs, or the love of tome frail and 
periſhable beauty, or a longing after 
ſome ſenſual gratification, that pre- 
ſides in your hearts, and hurries you 
on to rebellion againſt God; towards 
that enemy mult your attention be 
turned, and you mult not ceale to 
employ every effort, till you have 
eradicated the poiſonous affection 
from your ſoul, or rendered it inca— 
pable of producing any miſchief, It 
is evident, therefore, that the morti- 
fication of the interiour diſpoſitions 
of the heart is eſſentially connected 
with the obſervance of the law of 
God, and conſequently with our 


eternal ſalvation, 
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But vou will ſay, that you are ſen- 
ſible you cannot pleaſe God, unleſs 
vour affections and deſires are, by 
mortificacion, ſubjected to his law; 
but, that all this proves nochiag in 
favour of the mortification of the 
body, which is what the diſcipline of 
[! 
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ent particularly enjoins. Tou wil 
tell me, that virtue reſides in the 


t-denials muſt be directed; and, 


tuat the tormenting of the fleſh will 


he art; that to the heart only your 
ie 


be of little ſervice. We hear peo- 
ple, when converiing on this topick, 
dwell with malignant pleaſure on 
the inſtances which they can enume- 
rate, of perſons who under the 

carb of auſterity have indulged the 
8 criminal paſſions, wao have 
made a mortificd out- ſide the cloak 
under which they concealed an un- 
mortified and corrupted heart. They 


tell 


1 


tell us of the pride which often lurks 


under the coarſe habit of a mendi— 
cant religious, and of the ambition 
which glows under the cowl of 2 
monk.—My brethren, if from the 
abuſe of any inſtitution we coulc 
draw an argument to prove its in- 
utility, or vanity, there would be 
nothing under heaven ſo ſacred, but 
what we might be allowed to under- 


value and deſpiſe. I know full well, 


that the heart is the ſear of virtue; 
that over the heart the ſpirit of God 
principally deſires to eſtabliſh his 
dominion ; that there he looks for 
the fruits of his gifts and graces: and 
T readily allow, that if the heart con- 
tinue vicious, all the faſtings, the 
watchings, and other auſterities which 


men can practiſe, are but mere illu- 


ſions, or, what is much worſe, a 


. deſpicable hypocriſy. Stil! I main- 


rain, 
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tain, that theſe exteriour ſelf-denials, 
which, if we carry our mortification 
no fartker than the exteriour, muſt 
be empty, vain, and ridiculous, are 
highly uſeful, nay, are even abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, for bringing us to that 
mortification cf the intericur, which 
tecures the poſſeſſion of grace and 
virtue, 

Reaſon and experience unite to— 
gether in ſupport of this apparentiy 
ſevere, but neceſſary diſcipline. At- 
tend to the reaſons on nich this 
diſcipline is founded ; for the cavils 
of the ſceptic, and the ſcoits of the 
ignorant, and of the unbeliever, 
make it neceſſary you ſhould collect 
every information on this ſubject. 
To be convinced then of the neceſlity 
of corporal mortification, for the ſe- 


curing of your virtue, it is proper you 


ſhould take notice, by what gradual 
_ advances 


. 


radvances men are carried on to the 
loſs of their innocence. The heart 
of man does not court the embraces 
of Vice on a ſudden, No; her 
horrid aſpect drives him back, and 
fills him with indignation. We 
begin by providing for the neceſtary 


, 
we ſeek for its comforts and conve- 
niencies: thence,. the tranſition is 
very eaſy to ſuperfluous pleaſures 
and enjoyments; and theſe lead 
on, of themſelves, to ſatisfactions 
which are abſolutely criminal. You 
know well, it is by thele inter- 
mediate degrees, that men pals to 
the extremity of vice and miſery, 
What then mult be the buſineſs of 
Virtue ? Doubtleſs tte muſt counter- 
act this proceſs. She begins by ah- 
ſolutely renouncing whatever 1$ un— 
awful. Then, made prudent and 
cautious 
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cautious by her own experience, and 
that of others, ſhe retrenches what 
is ſuperfluous. Next, by frequent 
voluntary privations, ſhe endeavours 
to weaken every undue attachment 
to comforts and ſatisfactions, which 
of themlelves are innocent; and, 
laſtly, labours to extinguiſh all an- 
x10us and impatient ſolicitude, even 
about the neceſſaries of life. Theſe 
lelf-denials are the outworks, if [ 
may lo expreſs it, which ſurround 
the fortreſs where Virtue reſides. 
Bur, if theſe be left unguarded, how 
caſily docs the enemy break in, and 
turn cut Wiſdom from her calm 
avode, to introduce Levityand Folly! 
and, when fuch gueſts are allowed 
admiſſion, Iniquity generally enters 
1n at the ſame time. 

Believe me, my friends, or rather 
believe the experience of ages, if 

Vol. II. K you 
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you indulge the body without re- 
ſtraint, even in ſatisfactions which 
ſingly taken may be innocent, you 
give your paſſions the aſcendant: 
you will not be able to ſay, * Thus 
ce far ſhall my deſires go, and no 
6 further.” Ah! they will forcibly 
carry you on whither you never in- 
tended to go; even headlong down 
a precipice which has been fatal 
to thouſands, whom this fooliſh 
confidence has betrayed into endleſs 
ruin. If vou flatter yourſelves that 
you can preierve your virtue without 
mortifying the body, the Goſpel ut 
Chriſt Jeſus aſſures you, that you are 
molt groſsly deceived, You have 
found out a path to heaven, very 
different from that in which the 
Saints have always walked ; a path 
with which they were wholly unac- 
quainted, They, walking in the 


footſteps 
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footſteps of their weeping and ſuf- 
fering Redeemer, crucified their 
fleſh, with its vices and concupiſcen- 
ces: they made their bodies a li- 
ving facrifice to God: they were 
taught by the ſpirit of God, always 
to bear about in their bodies the 
mortification of Jeſus. *Chrift, ſays 
St. Peter, having ſuffered in the fleſh, 
be ou alſo armed with the ſame thought ; 
or he that hath ſuffered in the fleſh, 
"219 ceaſed from fins. 

Be cautious, therefore, how you 
oratity the body. Conſider it, as 
the fairchful ſervants of God have 
a ways done, as an enemy who muſt 
De kept weak and diſarmed, for your 
own iafety, I am ſenſible that I 
preach a doctrine for which Chriſe 
tians, in this age, have very little 
relith, Never, perhaps, was luxury 


K 2 carried 
* 1, Pet. iv. | 


3 


carried to a higher pitch than in our 
days: the refinements of it are the 
itudy of the generality of the world. 
Now, the manly virtues, and the 
hardy exerciſes which brace the 
nerves, invigorate the frame, and 
make a tide of health flow cheerly 
through the veins, have dwindled into 


* 


puny effeminacy; into a ſoſt and 


1 


enervated delicacy of manners; into 
mincing and affectation: now, the 
genuine beauties of pure nature are 
diſregarded, and the counterfeit en- 
joyments of art and ſenſuality are 
tubſtituted in their place. Men 

ſeem to think, that it is the chief 

| buſineſs of life to indulge the body: 
| it is their boaſt, that they can fig- 
nalize their proweſs in acts of intem- 

| perance; whoſe God is their belly, 
} end whoſe glory is their ſhame. And 
imong the ſofter ſex, whoſe more 
delicate 


e 

delicate ſrames and habits of edu- 
cation, in general, diſqualify them 
for any attachment to thoſe coarſer 
pleaſures, how many live, as if the 
Immortal foul were only made for 
the ſervice of the body, and to en- 
able them to ornament their perſons 
wich new and fancitul decorations, 
to cultivate and improve a vain and 
periſhable beauty! 

Are we then to al:ow our bodies 
no degree of indulgence? l do not 
pretend that either: but we muſt 
deal out theſe indulgences with a 
cautious and ſparing hand ; ever at- 
tentive to wean our hearts, by fre- 
quent ſelf-denials, from too much 
fondnels for earthly enjoyments. 
As travellers purſuing our way to 
a place of reſt and happineſs, and 
remembering that the way to arrive 
tlither, is not ſo much to pleaſe our 

K 3 hearts, 
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hearts, as to improve them in vir- 
tue, we mult take the reſt and re- 
freſhments neceſſary for ſupporting 
our ſpirits through the itages of our 
mortal pilgrimage. We may theie- 
fore allow ourſelves thoie innocent 
recreations and amuſements, which 
ſerve to ſooth the uneaſy journey 
of life; but we mult not forget our 
deſtination, by reſting in theſe ea- 
joyments. We are to have our 
faces ever turned towards the bleſſed 
Jeruſalem, our true country, tae 
ſcat of our fortunes and happineſs. 
Thus, it you are poſſeſſed of riches, 
You are not called upon to part with 
them. If you have beauty, wit, or 
other amiable accompliſhments, you 
are not obliged to deſtroy, or even 
to disfigure them; for good ends, 
you may and ought to cultivate 


them. If under a cloud of adyerlity ; 
if 


E 
if oppreſſed by poverty, or other 


temporal evils; your honeſt endea- 
vours to extricate yourleives are 
truly laudable. Make yourſelves, 
as much as poſſible, pleafing, uſcful, 
and ornamental members of ſocicty. 
It would be a weakneſs, it would be 
very wrong, to aſſume a rigid lingu— 
larity of dreſs and manners, which 
can only ſerve to make virtue diſguſt- 
ing to others, and diſguiſe its na- 
tural charms, and unaffected eaſe, 
under a gloomy and forbidding 
aſpect. Be cheerfully attentive to 
everv little office of civility or deco- 
rum. There is nothing, in all this, 
incompatible with virtue. 

But, ever remember, that while 
vou are thus engaged in the midſt of 
temporal things; while, inſtead of 
being abloJutely obliged to part 

with 


1 


with the advantages of the earth, you 
are allowed to uſe them, and take 
comfort in them; ſtill you are indil- 
penſably bound to keep your affec- 
tions ſo far diſengaged, that all the 
vie you make of creatures, and all 
the regard you entertain for them, 
be ever ſubordinate to the will and 
law of God. You mutt ever pre- 
ſerve this temper of mind, that, 
whenever your duty to God de- 
mands you ſhould part with any 
object which you poſſeſs- or eſteem, 
you will readily ſacrifice it on the 
altar of divine love. And here is 
the great difficulty that we have 
to ſtruggle with: the danger is, 
that we ſhall fail in this point dit— 
ficulty and danger which are not to 
be overcone or avoided without 
much labour, without many volun- 
tary privations, and acts of ſelf- de- 

nial, 


3 

nial, which may preſerve the mind 
independent, and maintain the ſu— 
periority of reaſon over all the at- 
ections of the heart. It is, perhaps, 
much more eaſy to renounce the 
world entirely, than in the midſt of 
its contagious vanities to preſerve 
our virtue pure and untainted. 

This laſt reflection may ſuffice to 
cvince the abſurdity of a mode of 
reaſoning, which ſome. here preſent 
may, perhaps, recollect to have made 
ule of not unfrequently. In general, 
when we ſpeak to Chriſtians - of the 
neceſſity of works of mortiiication, 
each one conſiders it as a matter that 
no way concerns him, and there— 
fore will ſcarcely liſten to any thing 
we deliver on the ſubject. “ All 
« this, it is ſaid, is very well for 
© monaiteries and cloiſters, for peo- 
*« ple ſhut up in ſolitude ; but it can 

never 
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« never be brought to bear, it will 
© not do in the world.” This er- 
roneous notion will be entirely con- 
futed, if we conſider, for a moment, 
what were the motives which in- 
duced religious people to embrace 
their inſtitutes. Their motives were, 
or ſhould have been, theſe: a full 
ſenſe of the great obligation of lo- 
ving God above all things, and pre- 
ferring the accompliſhment of his 
will before every other attainment ; 
and an experience of the great diff- 
culty of diſcharging that fundamental 
duty of religion in the midit of the 
contagion of the earth : on theſe 
accouats they retired from the world, 
that they might work out their 
ſalvation with greater eaſe, and 
more ſecurity, 

Their dangers, conſequently, are 
now leſs than ours; their tempta- 
tions, fewer and weaker : they can, 

without 


1 0 
without any great effort, take off their 
affections from objects which they 
poſſeſs, and even behold, no longer: 
they have no worldly- interett to 
blind them, no dependencies to per— 
plex them, no bad example to ſe- 
duce their innocence. The works 
of ſelf-denial, therefore, are by no 
means ſo neceſſary for them as. for 
us. You, my friends, with every 
liberty of uſing the world, mult ſtill 
ule it as if you uſed it not: you mult 
be poor in ſpirit, although you may 
be poſſeſſed of unbounded afluence 2 
you mutt ve temperate waen ſeated 
at a table covered with the moſt 
exquiſite delicacies: you muſt be 
humble of heart, though your ſtation 
in the world may make it proper 
you ſhould wear a magnificent habit. 
You, my poor brethren, muſt be pa- 


tient and reſigned, under a poverty 
which 


5 


which is overlooked and deſpiſed b. 
the world, while the poverty of the 


1 


religious man is reſpected and ho— 


noured. Self-denial, therefore, 

principally enjoined by our Re 
deemer, to you, and to me, who |: 

in the world. To us it is not a 
matter of counſel : do not think it. 
It is of moſt ſtrict obligation: it is 
included in the vows we made at our 
baptiſm. To pretend to confine 1: 
to the ſolitude of a deſert, or a cloy» 
ſter, is a glaring, a monitrous ab- 
ſurdity, You might as well main- 
tain that the mariners, who are 
toſſed to and fro in a boiſterous 
ocean, need fewer precautions fo: 
their ſafety, than thoſe who glide 
ſmoothly on before the gentle and 
proſperous breeze, or have already 
entered the harbour of peace and ſe- 
curity. ” 


— 


Depend 


a 


Depend upon it, therefore, you 


never will come off victorious over 
the world, your own paſſions, and 
the other enemies of your happineſs, 
unleſs by ufing the powerful arms 
of Chriſtian vigilance and ſelf-denial. 
And this may convince you that 
the Church, by commanding us to 
alt at this time, does not impoſe 
on us any new or additional bur- 
then: on the contrary, by our be- 
ing all united in the ſame painful ex- 
erciſe, its difficulties are dirriniſhed, 
Its weight is alleviated, and it is 
rendered more efficacious, more me- 
ritorious and acceptable to heas 
ven. — The Cacholic Church enjoins 
faſting, in preference to any other 
kind of mortification, becauſe faſt- 
ing is ſtrongly recommended by the 
example of the ſaints of the Old 
and NewTellament, and above all, 

by 
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by the example of Jeſus Chriſt hin- 
ſelf, the model of all perfection, ar 
a general remedy for all our diſorders. 
This is what our Saviour would 
teach us, by ſuffering the Enemy, 
after a faſt of forty days, to rempt 
him by a diſplay of all the glories of 


this viſible world. He, who wa: 


innocence itſelf, ftood not in noo 
of Faltin, to ſecure his own virtue; 
but he ſhows us the eſteem we ſho 

have ſor that e and points 
out to us its efficacy in enabling v 
to ſtand unmoved by the frowns «© 


! rf? 


adverſity, unſeduced by the flatterin. 
charms of pleaſure; in raiſing us 
above every earthly diſtinction: 
making us free, generous, diſin- 
tereſted, independent; and imme 
vably fixing us on the firm baſs 
of truth and juſtice. 


In 
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In effect, failing muſ! naturally 
abate the ardour of the pation: dy 
depriving them of their fewel i nd, 
In proportion as CcTONCT! Dil e 18 


aſſuaged, the mind ates a more 


entire independence; 4d di- 
vine grace exert more i their 
happy ſway; and tnat ſdom 


which dwells not in a land 0; iweets 
and delights, courts the friendſhip 
and familiarity of thole whom: tem- 
perance has prepared to iiſtca co its 
injunctions, 

Convinced, therefore, of the ma- 
ny advantages to be derived from 
this exerciſe, go through it with 
courage, with alacrity, and joy. 
Let not every uneaſineſs, every lit- 
tle inconvemente, every trifing in- 
diſpoſition, cauſe you to lay aſide a 
practice which you have been taugh? 
by the wiſdom of heaven, Oh! 

my 
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my brethren, only conſider how pre- 
cious are the fruits of that wiſdom 
how iweet the delights of virtue 
how conſoling is the voice of Jeſus, 
your eternal lover, when he ſpeaks 
to the ſoul of the mortified Chriſ 
tian, in the filence of the paſſions! 
Think on this, and you will ewn 
that Lent is indeed an acceplalble time. 
Diſpel that cloud of dejection which 
is ſpread over your minds. Senſe— 
leſs that we are, theſe are days of 
victory and triumph. Anoint your 
heads: let joy and pleaſure gladde! 
the heart, and play on the counte- 
nance, of each individual. No one 
goes Weeping to receive a Crown ; 
no one triumphs in tears, Your 
Redeemer, in commanding you to 
ſubdue and punich the body, has at 
heart your eternal intereſts, Have 

them 
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them at heart yourſelves, and every | 
difficulty will be removed. Then 
vou will feel that the rigour of 
the Goſpel leads to peace, delight, 
and joy, voth in time and in eter- 
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SERMON XIX. 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT, 


On the Examination of the Coniciernce. 


Feſus was caſting cut a devil, and 
the ſame vas dumb; and when 
be had caſt out the devil, the 
dumb ſpike: and the multitude 
were in admiration at it. Luke, 
Xi. 14. 


Tu effect produced by the ma- 
lice of the evil ſpirit on the body of 
the perſon here mentioned, in de- 
priving him of the uſe of the organs 
of ſpeech, is a ſenſible image of the 
influence which the ſame evil ſpirit 

frequently 


C187. 3 
frequently exerts indepriving men, 
not indeed of the power of ſpeech, 
but of the will to ſpeak in thoſe 
circumſtances, when the glory of 
their Creator, the edification of their 
neighbour, or their own eternal in- 
tereſts forbid them to be filent: and 
the cure here performed by the 
bounty, and by the power of Jeſus, 
repreſents to us the operations of 
that divine grace which removes the 
impediment, Every Chriſtian who 
uſes not the gift of ſpeech ſo as to 


anſwer the ends for which he rea, 
ceived it, may, with propriety, be a; 
accounted dams, in a moral and ſpi- , 3 b 


ritual ſenſe, He 1s, conſequently, ſpi- 
ritually dumb, if he employ not his 
tongue in praiſing and bleſſing his 


Creator; or neglect to pour forth 


prayers and ſupplications before the 


tarone of grace, that he may obtain 


1. 2 ne- 
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neceſſary aid. He is ſpiritually 
dumb as often as he remains ſilent, 
while the intereſts of truth and vir- 
tue require that he ſhould ſpeak. 
He is dumb, alſo, in a figurative and 
moral ſenſe, when he refuſes to con- 
feſs his ſins to God, and to man, in 
thoſe circumſtances in which the Al- 
mighty has revealed to us that it is 
his will we ſhould make ſuch con- 
feſſion. 

It is on the ſubject of this laſt ſpe- 
cies of the infirmity that I mean 
now to addreſs you, it being a mat- 
ter in which we are at preſent more 
immediately concerned; as, at the 
approaching ſolemaity of Eaſter, we 
ſhall be called upon, bya ſpecial com- 
mand of the Church, humbly to de- 
clare our guilt to the miniſter of God, 
and to expiate it by ſincere repen- 
tance, It is not my intention to 
| enter 


divine inſtitution. Of theſe points, I 


taining the remiſſion of our guilt, 
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enter on 2 controverſial diſcuſſion, in 


order to prove the antiquity of the 
practice of auricular confeſſion, or its 


f 
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preſume, you are already ſufficiently 
informed. However, juſt to refreſh 
your memories, and for the infor- 
mation of thoſe, if any ſuch be here 
preſent, who are not acquainted with 
the weighty arguments which oblige 
the Catholic Church to enjoin the 
performance of ſo humiliating and 

lo painful a duty, I will — To 
one pallage of the Sacred Scriptures;,2 oy” 
which clearly proves that the co. 1 
feſlon of our ſins to the paſtors of PF 
the Church, is not a human inſtitu- 
tion, not an invention of eccleſjaſtical 
poliey, but a neceſſary condition, ap- 
pointed by our Redeemer, for ob- 


1 provided 


3 
provided our circumſtances be com- 
patible with its obſervance. 

Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples: As the 
Father hath ſent me, I alſo ſend you. 
When he hai ſaid this, he breathed on 
them; and he ſaid to them : Receive ye 
the Holy Ghoſt : whoſe fins you ſpall! 
forgive, they are forgiven them: and 
ewhoſe ſins you ſhall retain, they are re- 
tained Now, from theſe words, ſe- 
-riouſly conſidered, I think every ra- 
tional and candid man muſt readily 
infer, that the declaration of our 
crimes to the Apoſtles, and their 
ſucceſſors in the miniſtry, is the 
poſitive injunction of Chrilt Jeſus. 
For, obſerve: the Apoſtles were to 
forgive ſome ſins, and to retain, or 
refuſe to forgive, others. It was ne- 
ceſſary, therefore, they ſhould be 
made acquainted with the ſins of 
thoſe who applied to them; other- 

wile, 
* John, xx. 
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wile, they could not poſſibly di- 


{tinguiſh which ſins were to be re- 
mitted, and which retained. But 
how were they to come at the know- 
ledge of the fins, unleſs by the cri- 
minal's own confeſſion? The heart 
of man is covered with a thick and 
impenetrable veil, which none but 
himſelf can draw aſide. 

But of this ſufficient : for it is my 
preſent object, rather to aſſiſt you to 
reap the fruits of this inſtitution, 
than to ſhow vou the arguments on 


which our ſubmiſſion to it is ground- 


ed. Therefore, that you may be 
enabled to diſlodge the venom which 


ſpreads through your hearts; that 


you may pluck out the ſtings of re- 


morſe which torture your ſouls; 


that you may lay all your fins, with- 
out exception, at the feet of Jeſus, 


in the tribunal of penance, to be 
L 4 waſhed 
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waſhed away by his precious blood; 


I propoſe to ſhow you by what me— 
thod you are to prepare yourlelves 


for confeſſion. To declare our 
crimes, we muſt firſt know, and re- 


i member them; and hence follows 
1 
| eee Jad neceſſity of ſelf- examination. 


This evening, therefore, I will ſpeal: 
of that part of your preparation; 
ſhow you by what principles you 
muſt be guided in it, and what are 
the miitakes which you muſe avoid: 


and, next Sunday, if God permit, 


we will conſider the nature and the 


motives of that compunction of heart 


which muſt accompany your con- 


feſſion, in order to your reconcilia- 


tion with your injured Creator. 
Abſtracted from any preparation 


for the confeſſion of our crimes, the 


importance of ſclf-examination will 


be readily admitted, when it is con- 


ſidered 
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ſidered only in a moral view, and 

as it tends to the improvernent of 

our hearts. A ſerious and impar- k 
ial retroſpect on our conduct is in- 


ADs 4 Ke 


dil Liſputably neceſſary, both to our | 

— r 
confirmation in good, and to the re - 3 
covery of loſt virtue. Without 1elf Y 
examination we are in danger of 
being ſeduced for ever by che ſame 
allurements, and miſled by the ſame 
fancies. But it is a bufineſs, at leaſt 
as difficult as it is important. Among 5 # 
the many pernicious SIE. ee 4 
which flow from the corruption which 
we inherit from our firſt Parent, there, 
is none more fatal, or more univerſal, 

> ll 
than an interiour blindneſs, a diffi- W 
LET 

culty of diſcerning the true ſtare o e 

9p , 
our ſouls; inſomuch that we are cv 
table to be deceived in the judge- 
ment which we pals on the value and 
merit of our own actions. There is 
not 
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not any one living that is not thus 

. ei, blind, with regard to ſome particu. 
lar object or other. There is a ſid: 


N Fe, . | 
Cer Ct , . 
on Which each one lies open to de— 


| PX ception. Inordinate ſelf-love, which 
i ; * * urns with ſome degree of intenſity 
* We ee every heart, ſends up, as I may 
k ſay, certain fumes and exhalations, 
which form a miſt before the eye of 
Teaſon : through that obſcure and 
deceitful medium we behold all ov: 
neareſt concerns. We ſec every thing 
that regards ourſelves through a kind 
4 of perſpective, which either mag- 
11-1 nifies or diminiſhes the object. 

— 9 175 Jo diſſipate theſe clouds, raiſed 
fe, * our paſſions, is not an eaſy un- 


is. dertaking: it requires much compo- 
14 ſure of mind, much cool and deli— 


14 berate attention. Unleſs we ue 
great precaution, we ſhall ever be 
ſtrangers to our own hearts, a my- 
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ſtery to ourſelves. Hence it fre- 


14 


into the ſecrets of their own con- 
{ciences, in the concluſion are only 
half, and perhaps hardly in any de- 
gree, competent to decide upon them. 
The common cauſes of this miſcar- 
:1age, in ſo momentous a concern, 
are the following, which I ſhall ear- 
neſtly exhort you to guard againſt, 


ſufficient leiſure for the enquiry; 
jecondly, they examine by wrong 
principles ; thirdly, their examina- 
tion is often imperfect, by not being 
extended to the whole circle of their 


I. They do not aliow PR Age 
ſufficient leiſure. My brethren, the 
whole life of a Chriſtian ſhould be, 
in ſome ſenſe, an examination into 

the 


Firſt, men do not allow themſelves F 14 7 | 


et 


i e., A A 
. agquently comes to paſs, that man 1 
EET. 2 — 7 
after all their endeavours to dive 


4 . preg Gee? | 
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2 
; 
* , he motions of his mind and how: | 
P32 / pw | 
x | e ſhould be always fitting i; ÞÞ 
- 0 1s © e, . 
Ih fy Judgement, and paſſing ſentenee in f 
art Ace Fd 5 
Vi a ſecret, on his own actions. A ſuc- | 
. 7 S.4 27. Bn, 1 
ß ceſſion of ideas, of various _ | | 
it 
5 is continually paſſing through on 
"| . . . . 
| minds, and each, in its turn, {6+ 
15 licits our attention: and a multitude 
| 3 
| of different deſires, coming in rapidy Þ 7 


one after the other, jealouſies, envy. 7 

il 9 3 pes, fears, joy, grief, vexatio:, 
5 Aue 8 K. averſion, ſo agitate our hearts, | 
; <4 ſo bewilder our minds, with their 
Ears 'Z multiplicity and variety, that, in the | 
evening of each day, if we fit dow: 
to review what has paſſed in our 
ſouls during the courſe of it, it is |? 


with great difficulty we can give any 
z Hhew tolerable account, 


een, ft is an illuſion, therefore, to 
2 that after one, two, or 


e "args months perhaps even a whole 


| | year 
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vear of continual diſſipation and dii- 
traction, of irregularity and diſorder, 
you can become acquainted with the 
{arc of your interiour, by employing 
only a few minutes, or a ſhort quar- 
ter, or half an hour, in ſelf- exami- 


nation. A conſtant vigilance over, 


the human heart to deceive itielf. 

How then can you flatter yourſclves 
you can ſo ealily penetrate into its 
ſecret receſſes? No, my friends; if 
you wiſh to know yourſeives, you 
mult labour to acquire a habit ot. 
continual vigilance and circumipec- 
tion, In ali the variety of vour life 
and converſation, endeavour, as far 
as 1s compatible with the frailty of 
this mortal ſtate, to keep your eye 


turned inwardly on the operations of 
your ſoul, Notice your unlawful 
paſſions, 
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all your conduct cannot entirely ſe- 
dea, 4 * Je. » 1 | 

cure you againſt errour ; ſo apt is 
Se.. 
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| paſſions, the inſtant they begin to 
b __ / , ſhow themſelves; and bewail your 
4 7.9 
| . diſorders in ſecret, in the fight of 
| Caf OL 


| „ Pour all-ſceing Judge. Fix them in 
. E your memory, that they may be a 
warning to you to guard again: 
future failures; and that, by you: 
laying them in humble confeſſion 
before your Redeemer, they may be 
effaced from that book by the con- 
tents of which you will be judged on 
? [199 . ſthe great accounting day. 
| eres I ſaid, do this as far is compatible 

| with human frailty : for it will 
0 not always be poſſible; and an over- 
1 ſcrupulous attention of that kind 
1 might be very prejudicial, and ren- 
ll der you unfit for diſcharging the 
 Þ various duties of life. But there 
. is one practice, which if you } 
neglect, you cannot be excuſable; 
that is, in the evening of each day, 


when 
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when its buſtles, its diſtractions, its 
duties, its buſineſs is over; when 
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you are about to retire to that repoſe 
to which the ſilence of the night in- 
vites you; then, in the retirement 
of your chamber, let the actions 
of the day paſs in review before 
you. Examine the occupations, the 
thoughts, the deſires, the converla- 
tions, that have filled it up. Aſt 
yourſelves: „ Wherein have I de- 
« yiated from rectitude? What have 


te J been doing? what have I left 
* undone, which I ought this day 
« to have done?” Wetgh the mo- 
tives and principles on which you 
have acted ; take then your heart 
in your hangs, and view it naked as 
It is in the ſight of its Creator; 
weep over that which has been cri- 
minal; take precautions againſt 


future ſurpriſes ;* rejoice, and be 


confirmed in the good you diſcover. 
Then 
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Then you may recline on your pi 


1 ow, with this conſoling hope, that 
7 . . 


} -4 PLOT, ſucceeding day will ſee you 
wo EL at 


1 better and wiſer than the foregoing. 
|| 5:4 96% By 


y this daily ſcrutiny you will be— 
* e PRs 1 
Lame familiar with yourſclves, and 
prepared to give an account of the 
ſtate of your conſciences, when you 
mean to approach to the ſacraments 
5 wich t1 truth and accuracy. 
rer. 
2 55 Only this mode of proceeding ca1 
7 4 + 
inſure you ſucceſs. But, have you 
hitherto carried with you to the tri— 
bunal of penance, a Conſcience 
RY thus carefully ſcrutinized ? Ah! per 
4 Cf 6 


#7 


11 haps your whole lives are ſpent in a 
Kind of abſence from yourſelves. 
Cares, ſolicitudes, agitations, Gr 
pleaſures, fill up the bulk of your 
time; and, when you have any mo- 
ments of leiſure, how do you cm 
ploy them? Generally, it is mot! 

probable, 
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probable, your firſt conſideration is, 
how you ſhall divert them a 


bear: the moments paſſed in ſolitude 
are diſguſting, melancholy, killing. 
No you then ſuppoſe, that a ſhore 
interval, in which you turn your 
attention on your paſt conduct, be- 
{ore confeſſion, is ſuſficient to bring 
ail your offences to your view? 
Why, my friends, it is not ſufficient 
cven to quiet your imaginations, 
ang baniſh thoſe diſtracting images 
which the world, and its concerns 
auch pleaſures, continually force upon 
vour minds. How ſhould you be 
able, in ſuch a ſpace, to lay open 
the folds and intricacies of your 
hearts; to become acquainted with 
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Ir want of opportunity only, were 
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Pot gratified, and, becaule not gra- 


tified, are forgotten; a variety of 
good actions changed into crimes 
by the depravity of the intention 


of iniquities, which, with all your 
attention, you can never properly 
diſtinguiſh into 1ts parts, you think, 
can be brought into perfect order 
in a few minutes. The pretenſion is 
abſurd: you will touch the ſuper— 
ficies of your ſoul, but not pene- 
trate its corruption; you will ex- 
hibit a picture of your exteriour 
crimes, but not an image of your 
hearts: hardly will you know one 
teature of them yourſelves. 

II. It happens frequently, that 
Chriſtians fall into another dangerous 
miſtake in the buſineſs of ſelf-exa- 
mination, from being guided in 

their 
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their enquiries by wrong principles. 
e would imagine, that, were a 

On 3 3 20 5 

perſon deſirous of knowing the true 

tate of his conſcience, the rea 

nerir or demerit of his actions, the K 
>, 77 | 

oſt f ſimple and natural means of r 
2 2 

coming to the truth would be, t Fo * 

ace on the one hand the Goſpel of & 

Chiiſt Jeſus, on the other, the hiſtory < * 

af his own conduct; to examine, 
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the knowledge of waich we pretend 


relatively to each action, what is | 
commanded, what is forbidden, and 14 
what periaiited ; to lee, in each par- 1.4 
cular, how ke has complied with F 

i2w; how far that part of his g 

} © which comes under examination 4 
las been conducted by tne prin- { 
0 ps 3 8 2 F 
1 ples of the Goſpel, This, ſurely, [1 
| the obvious method of acquiring i] 
' to be in ſcarch. But this is not the | 
method which is always followed: 14 
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on the contrary, each rank, ſtate, 
and profcfiion of life, lays down cer- 
tain maxims which are dictated by 
inordinate icli-love, or eſtabliſhed by 


18 EOS 


_ the general practice of the world: 


wholly unacquainted ; which 8 
ſoften and mitigate the ſeverity of 
its diſcipline, make its precepts 
more commodious to fleſh and 
blood, or are directly oppoſite to 
its ſpirit. Theſe maxims they lay 


- down as certain rules, and, by their 


aid, form an eſtimate of the moral 
value of their own works, I will 
illuſtrate this obſervation by ſome 
examples. 

The Goſpel teaches, that in Chriſt 
Jeſus there is no diſtinction of per- 
ſons ; that the laws which he enacts, 
equally oblice the greateſt perſon- 
age on earth, and the loweſt pea- 
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fant; that an eminent ſtation is fo 
far from being a privilege whick 
exempts men from the obſervances/© ? 


of the Chriſtian religion, that it 
4 4 a Cabal 


enforces the obligation, while it 


brings with it many difficulties and a 
Fay Fd 


. 3 
rere, 


temptations to which men in the 
lower walks of life are ſeldom ex- 
poſed, Such is the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel. But, in oppoſition to theſe 
notions, thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
aNuence, or diſtinguiſhed by their 
rank among their fellow creatures, 
conſider their condition as a pre— 
rogative, which ought to ſmooth 
away before them all that is rough 
er painful in the practice of virtue: 
they imagine themſelves allowed a 
certain latitude of morals, which, in 
men of an inferiour ſtation, would be 
utterly unjuſtifiable : they look upon 
themſelves as under no ſtrict obli- 
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ation to hate that world in which. 
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eaſe; to ſhun the allurements of 
pleaſure, which diſplays its charms 
-—" 

continually around them: they 
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think, that in them a life all ſoft- 


neſs, delicacy, humour, and pailion, 
is, on many accounts, very excuſable; 
that the ſelf-denials of the Golpel, 
and the painful exerciſes of this time 
of Lent, are not ſo much intended 
for them; and ſo on. Theſe opi- 
nions, and many mild, indulgent, 
and good - natured conſequences 
which flow from them, are held to 
be undoubted truths; and by their 
light, the great-ones of this world 
too often paſs judgement on their 
own hearts. 

Again, the Goſpel teaches, that 
we ſhall be tried at the tribunal of 
divine juſtice, by the laws which our 

_ Redeemer 
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Redeemer hath promulgated, and 
not by any law which may be eſta— 
bliiked by the cuſtoms and manners 
of the age; tnat the example of 
others, however univerſal, can never 
authorize any abuſe which the law 
condemns. Yet, how often 1s cul- 
tom alleged, as a juſtification of 
many actions which the law pro- 
nounces criminal! Thus, for in- 
ſtance, when a tradeſman, examining 
the ſtate of his conſcience, obſerves 
that he makes uſc of ſome arts in 
the ſale of his commodities, which 
ſtrict integrity will not admit of, 
he ſolves the difficulty, and calms 
the diſquiet of his mind, by ſaying, 
« Allof the ſame trade take theſe ad- 
ce vantages, do the very ſame thing; 
ce I need not, therefore, be ſo very 
« ſcrupulous.” A ſervant diſſipates 
the property of his or her maſter 

M 4 or 
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1 or miſtreſs, or, with a glaring i/¹ν¹⁰ẽ 


1 which takes the name of chorj!y, 
l; gives part of it to the poor, without 
Fi any orders or permiſſion ; and then 


ſays, © There 1s nothing in that ; it 
te 1s very common with all ſervants.” 
How often is a ſtyle of dreſs, which 
ſhocks the eye of modeſty and de- 
cency, defended by alleging, tha: 
it is the mode, the faſhion, and 
muſt be complied with! 

With reſpect to the uſe of men's 
fortunes and poſſeſſions, whether 
they be the iruits of their induſtry 
or their inheritance, the Goſpel 
teaches, that no one is ablolute 
maſter of his property; that the 
ſuperfluities of each individual are 
the patrimony of the indigent. Vet, 
becauſe in theſe days it is the pre- 
vailing mode to give into every 
luxurious extravagance, to make a 
| figure 
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figure beyond the income, and ſa- 
crifice juſtice at the ſhrine of vanity, 
no one's conſcience is much alarmed 
at it. 

In theſe, and many other particu- 
Jars, cuſtom ſo far prevails over the 
laws of nature and religion, that men 
think it a weakneis, a timidity, a 
childiſn ſcrupuloſity, to ſtartle at 
the moſt flagrant iniquity, —Take 
heed, my friends; a falſe conſcience 
is very eaſily formed. * There 1s 6 
y that ſecmeth to a man right : and 
the ends thereof lead to death. If you 


wiſh to be approved of by heaven, 


make the Goſpel your only rule ; by 
that meaſure every other ſtandard. 
In all the variety of times, cuſtoms, 


and manners, that is ever the ſame, 


ever invariable, inflexible : by that 


alone you will be judged. If you 


examine your works by any other 


rule, 
* Prov. Xvi. 
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rule, inſtead of throwing a light on 
your conſciences, you will ſpread 
over them clouds of thicker dark- 
neſs, and be confirmed 1n evil. 

III. The examination into our 
works is alſo frequently deficient, 
becauſe we neglect to take into the 
account the whole extent of our obli- 
gations. Beſides the general duties 
of every Chriſtian, each individual 
has certain obligations to comply 
with, which ariſe out of his own par- 
ticular circumſtances; and, there- 
fore, into theſe likewiſe he muſt care- 
fully enquire. Hence, if you be a 
father, or maſter of a family, do not 
forget to conſider, whether, at the 
head of your children and domeſtics, 
you daily offer up to God a ſacrifice 
of morning and evening prayer, 
uniting the pious vows and ſuppli— 
cations of vour whole family. Or, 
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if circumſtances will not allow you 
to aſſemble them together, are you 
careful, as much as in you lies, that 
your ſervants neglect not ſo impor- 
tant a duty ? Do you habituate your 
children, in their infant years, to 
this holy exerciſe, and teach them to 
lift up their yet innocent hands to 
the throne of cheir Creator, from 
whom they are to derive every bleſſ- 
ing and comfort of their future ex- 
iſtence ? Do you labour to enlighten 
their opening minds, and form their 
tender hearts to virtue? Above all, 
does your own conduct preſent to 
them a model which they may ſately 
imitate ? 

If a huſband, do you ſhare the 
fruits of your labour and induliry 
with the partner of your cares, of 
your joys, and your ſorrows? Do 
you, by reſtraining the ſallies of a 

haſty 
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haſty and paſſionate temper, cheriſh, 
on all occalions, domeſtic peace and 
harmony? Do you, by every ten- 
der and kind attention, endeavour 
to improve that mutual eſteem which 
is the ſtrongeſt band of union, and 
without which the married ſtate is 
but a ſcene of troubles, antipathics, 
and ſorrows? If a wife, do you, by 
a prudent attention to your domettic 
duties, by an orderly management 
of the houſe and its concerns, di- 
miniſh the ſolicitudes and foot! 
the labours of your huſband ? Do 
you ſtrive to make home the ſcene 
in which he looks for comfort; in 
which, after the toils of buſineſs, 
he can repoſe in peace, and taſte a 
pure and innocent pleaſure? It a 
iervant, are you zealoutly attentive 
to the intereſts of thoſe whom you 
have engaged to ſerve? Do you 
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go through the labours and em- 
ployments allotted to you, with 
aſſiduity and cheerfulneſs; ſecking, 
by every action, to pleaſe and to ho- 
nour the ſovereign Ruler of the 
world, who has appointed to each 
of us our reſpective departments in 
ſocial life? In a word, whatever 
be your occupation or ſituation, ſee 
whether, in that ſituation, you con- 
ſtantly labour to do the will of 
God. 

From the defects which I have 
mentioned; from a want of taking 


a iuficient time for the examina=- 
tion; from being guided by falſe 
principles, and paying no attention 
to the manner in which they have 
verformed the partioular duties of 4 
their ſtate, it often happens, that 
Chriſtians, after whole months, and | 
ſometimes years, conſuned in folly 

and 
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and guilt, can hardly find ſufficienr 
matter for confeſſion. They relate 
the crimes of a year, in a ſpace ot 
time that would not ſuffice for the 


declaring of the faults of one of their 


days. But, what is the conſequence : 
When they retire from the Con- 
feſſional, do they feel that interiour 
peace, that pure delight, which is 
the fruit of a 80 conſcience ? 
Do they taite thoſe abundant con— 
ſolations, which flow in upon a {v4 
purified from guilt, decorated | 
divine grace, and made the temple 
of the Holy Ghoſt? Oh, no! they 
do not: ſomething lurks behind, 
which makes them eſtiil uneaty : 4 
gloom is ſpread over their minds: 
a heavinels of heart vet remains: 
they are not ſatisfied with what they 
have done. Ah! was it the formida- 
ble hour of death, they would gladly 


? 


00 


C173 3 

do it over again. Sometimes the; 
ſay—perhaps you may have laid it, my 
brethren—thar, ſome day or other, 
they will make a conf-{lon differ- 
ent from that which they uſually 
make; will endeavour to clear up 
the doubts which now diſtreſs them, 
and be converted in good earneſt. 
What a folly 1s this! To undergo 
the ſhame and difliculty of confeſſion, 
and to deprive yourſelves, at the 
ſame time, of all its conſolations, 
by making it imperfect! To de- 
clare ſome of your crimes, and to 
render that declaration, which is ſo 
humiliating and painful to nature, 
2 new crime, and the greateſt of 
all! 

Heaven forbid you ſhould thus 
deceive and injure yourſelves! Let 
candour and ſincerity guide your 
inquiries into the ſtate of your ſouls, 


and move your tongues to unfold 
all 
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all the evils and diſtreſſes of your 
hearts. Let no vain fears depreſs 
you: do not conſider the perſon of 
the Miniſter of God to whom you 
make your confeſſion. He is nothing 
there in his own perſon : he holds 
the place of Chriſt Jeſus : or, if you 
conſider his perſon, view him as an 
affectionate friend, in whoſe boſom 
you are about to depoſit the ſecrets 
and the ſorrows of your hearts, tha: 
vou may find counſel, relief, and 
comfort. Whatever you ſhall de- 
clare will not ſurpriſe him, or hurt 
you in his eſteem. Ah! we know 
too well what the corruption of the 
human heart is capable of producing. 
We carry within us the ſeeds of that 
corruption. We have the inclinations 
and paſltions which are capable of 
lcading us to the perpetration of 
the ſame crimes whi:h you bluſh to 
acknowledge; and, if we are not 
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guilty of them, it is not our own 
ſtrength, but the arm omnipotent 
of heaven which ſupports us. Left 
to ourſelves but for one moment, 
we may each of us be what the worſt 
of ſinners are. The greater your 
crimes are, the more will you excite 
the compaſſion of your Paſtor ; the 
more will his charity be intereſted in 
your behalf: he will aſſuage your 
ſorrows, heal your wounds, clear up 
your perplexities, preſcribe a re- 
zedy to your infirmities: he will 
encourage your good purpoles, for- 
tify your reſolutions, ſpeak words 
of peace to your ſouls, and confirm 
you in the choice of that virtuous 
courſe of life, the fruits of which are 


comfort here, and immortal bliſs 
hereafter, 
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SER MON XX. 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 


On Contrition. 


A ſacrifice to God is an afflifted 
ſpirit : a contrite and humbled 
heart, O God, thou wilt not 


deſpiſe. Pl. I. 


THz confeſſion of ſin, and the 


4 2 
; i gprzys Ft . 


4 / Fe examination of conſcience neceſſarily 
4 1. „ 3 #7 
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| preceding it, of which ] ſpoke laſt 
| , Sunday, as well as the penitential 
ebe labours by which, as I have for- 
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merly ſhown you, our iniquities 
mult be expiated, are but the ex- 
teriour circumſtances of repentance, 
the means conducing to it, or the 
effects which it produces. But the 
eſſential ingredient of repentance, 
is a hcart-felt grief for having 


offended God, and a deteſtation of 
lin, accompanied by a fixed deter- 
mination, henceforth to renounce it 
tor ever. This is the main points, PP 
for, when the ſinner is fo circum. 7 2 
ſtagced, that the confeſſion of his {hs 


* ©, * 


guilt is not in his power; eithe n“ 
GOALS... 
from the abſence of the Paſtors of 
the Church, to whom alone he is 
ommanded to declare his crimes; 
or becauſe, firicken on a ſudden 
with a mortal infirraity, he has no 


longer the uſe of ſpeech; in ſuch 
| caſ.s, ſincere contrition of heart 
WII! {ſupply every other deficieacy, 

N 2 and 
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and obtain his pardon at the throne 
of divine mercy. But the want of 
that forrow can be ſupplied by 

othing elſe: without ſincere com- 

unction, a confeſſion the moſt 
complete and accurate will be pro- 
ductive of no advantage. If the 
heart be not penitent, the Prieſt, who 
cannot penetrate into its ſecrets, 
may pronounce abſolution ; but the 
ſentence 1s declared null by a higher 
power, by a ſuperiour tribunal, to 
which both the prieſt, and the ſin- 
ner who makes his confeſſion, are 


equally accountable, 


Were thoſe who have ſeparated 
themſelves from our communion, 
to beſtow only a little attention on 
this truth, it would be impoſſible 
that the doctrine of the Catholic 
Church, reſpecting the ſacrament 
of penance, ſhould appear to them 

in 


4 4 Een > Fees. Mts 
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in an unfavourable light; much 


leſs would it be exhibited in that 
dark colouring in which they fre- 
quently repreſent it. They allege 


{c us, with a degree of warmth. 


and aſperity, which would indeed 2 
. NS 


Fer 
be juſtifiable were the accuſation 
* 


ell grounded, that, in conſequence 


— r /7* hk 
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of our tenets on the ſubject of con" 


feſion, abſolution, and indulgences, 


we give encouragement to guilr, 
by holding out a pardon for it an 
very eaſy terms. Let us then ex- 
amine, for a moment, how the dif- 
ference ſtands between them and 
us. 

They teach, in the eleventh of the 
thirty-nine articles of their religion, 
that we are j#y/:ijied by faith only, and 

not for our own works or deſervings. 
And thoſe among them, who have 


receded ſo far from the doctrine of 


N. 2 


„„ 


the firſt Reformers, as to require am- 
thing beſides faith for obtaining the 
remiſſion of ſin, at moſt demand no 
more than ſincere compunction of 


< 

Lait ves heart, and a change of life. We 
Aut require faith alſo; we require com- 
Aer elo.-punction of heart, together with as 


— 
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fixed a determination of amend- 
ment in future, as people of any 
perſuaſion can poſſibly defire. In 
what then conſiſts the encourage- 
ment we give to fin? Is it in this, 
that beſides faith, beſides compunc- 
tion, we enjoin other obſervances, 
painful and humiliating to nature ; 
a declaration of all our crimes, made 
te a man, our fellow creature; a 
reſtitution of every thing we may 
have unjuſtly acquired; works of 
felf-denial; faſts and auſterities for 
the puniſhment of ſin ? Is the atone- 
ment for fin made eaſter by us, be- 
11 cauſe 


. 


cauſe we require ſor it all that others 
do, and a great deal more? If 
72 Fo 

guilt be encouraged by a proſpect 2, 4c 
of pardon on eaſy terms, 1t ſurely is — 
not difficult to determine on which? 
ſide the greater indulgence lies. 
I have not made theſe obſervations 
with any delign to attack, or to ridi- 
cule, the religious opinions of others, 
I am much averſe from diſpute and 
contention; I know they are ſeldom 
the avenues which lead to truth, 
4 7 y "_ ae. 
But I meant only to ſhow the inno- 
cence of our ſentiments, by a e e 
. . As FL, 
and fair explanation. Undoubtedly, 4 MY 

my brethren, almoſt every page © 
the Sacred Writings, and the cleareſt 
dictates of natural reaſon, demon- 
ſtrate, that a ſorrow of heart for paſt 
tranſgreſſions, is the molt eſſential 


ingredient of a true converſion. 


& e 


mY 
24 2 


N 4 Still, 


( 184 ) 


Still it muſt be obſerved, that 


every kind of ſorrow will not effect 
a reconciliation with our offended 


5 Creator. It is very poſſible to miſ- 
Con che, 
"Fake the nature and properties of 
Ee e 

true compunction; and a miitake 
1 


n ſo weighty a concern, cannot 
2 to prove deſtructive in its con- 
ſequences, I will therefore pro- 
ceed now, as I propoſed laſt Sun- 
| day, to conſider, in the firſt place, 
| the nature of that ſorrow which 
| reſtores loft innocence, and the mo- 
| tives on which it mull be grounded 
and, ſecondly, the marks whereby 
you may judge of the reality of its 
exiſtence in your hearts, 


q 
2 1. Our ſorrow for fn, en a diſ- 
n 4 LS (EE; — 
5 race of juſtificat! om muſt "be, "© con- 
424 (au 
* ch ſequently, an emotion excited by 
grace, and not {imply a feeling of 


nature. 


| 


1 


nature. The trouble and confuſion 
which atiſe in the ſoul from the hor- 
rour ſhe has of her own crimes, that 


_ . . . ige 4 
diſtreſs which wrings the heart, muſt 

155 re CAR. 
proceed from the operation of the 7 


ES ac e ee. 
Spirit of God, in whoſe hands is the 


W 
Joa, 


government of the human heart; 
and who alone can change its diſpo— 
ſitions, and make it hate that which 
it formerly purſued with the fondeit 
affection. The forrow that conſti- 
tutes a true converſion, 15 commonly 
expreſſed by the word contrition, 
which originally ſigniſies a a breaking; 


* > 


in pieces, but is metaphorically 48 5 
ployed to mark the grief we conceivde P 
on account of any great evil which 
has befallen us, as it deſcribes the 
vehemence of that grief, and the 
ſtrong agitations which it cauſes in 
our hearts. When the ſinner con— 
templates, in the light of divine re- 

velation, 


$7 


"2 


3 


velation, the infinite and amiable 
, Herfections of the Deity, and ſees 
that Sin ſtands in direct oppoſition 
| eye *%o them all, in every horrid ſhape of 


A ' deformity and baſeneſs; then he 


TH 74 
5 gdiſcovers the evil, the miſery, the 


* *Ienels of his own condition; ; then 
he 1s agitated, alarmed, terrified ; 
and his heart, pierced with a ſorrow 
proportioned to theſe views, weeps 
over its own wretchedneſs, perfidy, 
and ingratitude, with floods of pe- 
nitential tears: theſe are the feel- 
ings of true compunction. 

But it ſometimes happens, that 
the concern which ſinners carry with 
them to the tribunal of penance, is 
nothing more than the working of 
| ſeli-love : their pride is alarmed 
at the idea of declaring their guilt : 
their hearts, when they are on the 
g point of acknowledging themſelves 
6 ] culpable, | 


3 1 

culpable, ſuffer violent agitations : 

torn by remorſe on the one hand, 
and, on the other, diſtreſſed by 4 
falſe ſhame, which conſiders the ne- 
ceſſity of confeſſing fin as its greatelt 
evil, they miſtake this confuſion and, 
pain for that ſorrow which aton 
for iniquity ; they confound their 
pride with their repentance; their 
averſion from the humiliating ne— 
ceſlity of confeſſion, with their dete- 
{tation of paſt guilt: they are proud 
and confuſed ; and they 1magine 
themſelves humble of heart, and ſin- 
cerely penitent. 

I am not ignorant that the ſame 
grace which moves us to repentance, 
produces alſo in us a ſalutary ſhame 
and confuſion, * There is, as we 
are taught by the ſpirit of God, 2 
ſhame that bringeth glory and gracs. 

All 


# Eccl. iv. 


72270 
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* All the day long, ſaid a penitent 


v1 Prince, my ſhame is before me: ard 


f. confuſion of Wy face hath covered 


2 Such bluſhes as theſe, my 
friends, are indeed becom: ing. This 


| Thame is a conſequence of the juſt 


conception the ſinner forms of his 
own vileneſs and deformity, Hap- 
py ſhame ! which is the attendant of 


true een But this is a 


1 
* 
k 


feeling widely different from thar 
confuſion which is the reſult of our 
dreading to make another acquainted 
with our guilt. A truly penitent 
ſoul gives no thought to the opi- 
nions which man may form ; nay, 
were it neceſſary to expoſe herſelf 


to it, could look with indifference 


on the contempt of the whole world, 
and ſtand unmoved by their ſcorn. 
All that ſhe aims at, is to have her 

God 


* Pf, xliii. 
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God and her Redeemer the witneſs « "© 


of the ſincerity of her ſighs and tears; 


6 


there is her confolation: and, on ,, * 


GE; 


the other hand, were ſhe hidden in 5 © 
. a „ 
the ſolitude of a deſert, or buried -. 


| . 


in the deepeſt caverns of the earth; 
did ſhe exiſt alone in the world; the 
thought, that the all-piercing eye of 
God behelc her corru>cion, her de- 
filements, and crimes, would be her 
miſery and her tortufe: wherever 
ſhe carries her guilt, there is her 
ſhame, her trouble, her diſtreſs, 
Obſerve, likewiſe, my beloved, 


that the grief which conſtitutes trug { 
. . ; þ 4 $4.4 
repentance is widely different from  *,-. 
h A 491: 


. = we 
that anxiety and trouble wich prog ,_ 
ceeds merely from the fear of puniſk> 


c \ 7 EAR... 


ment. There are many Chriſtians 


2.42 


who ſee nothing hateful in iniquity« 
itſelf, but only relinquiſh it, becauſe 
it opens hell before them, and me- 

| naces 


MM 


— — — — —— — 


( 190 ) 
naces them with eternal miſerics. 
They would not in the leaſt heſitate 
to violate the law of God, provided 

the inſult offered to him, and the 
conſequent lols of his friendſhip, were 
only evils to be dreaded. They 


e Pf 
=” 7 . *ſorry for their offences, but 
1 their ſorrow amounts to no more 
— than a wiſh that they could fin with 
impunity. It may withhold their 
hands from doing a criminal action, 
but does not change their wills, nor 
any way diminiſh their affection tor 
| the crime. 

. n ſenſible that the fear of the 


1 
* 


7 00d is che beginning of wiſdom: 
122 that it is highly advantageous to look 
þ = down with the eye of faith into thoſe 
regions of miſery, and eternal de- 
57 (af #Ppair, where there is weeping and 
F/2m</gnaſhing of teeth; where no order, 
erer et everlaſting horrour inhabits ; 
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to deſcend alive into hell in imagina- 
tion, and to make the remembrance 
| | of that horrid ſcene a curb to the im- 
| petuoſity of our criminal paſſions. 
| Alas! notwithſtanding the thunders 
of God's indignation are denounced 
1 againſt ſinners, notwithſtanding his 
avenging flames await to encompaſs 
them, ſtill iniquity abounds among 
men, {till all fleſh corrupts its way. 
Where then would virtue be found, 
were they to turn away their eyes 
from the tremendous proſpect of that 
eternal perdition in which guilt in- 
volves them? There are ſome well- 
formed and noble minds, who are at- 
tached to the ſervice of their Creatog,- p 45 ” 
by gratitude and love ; but the bulk” 1 
of mankind feels not the influence 6f © 7 
r lt 
thoſe higher motives; the greater,” 
part ſtand in need of a ſpur, to urge a. 
them on to duty; and therefore, in 
ever 
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every ſenſe, our God hath made it 
our intereſt to be virtuous. 
4% Hut the fear of God, though juſt, 
Try a holy, and ſalutary, is not perfect 
bn 25 wiſdom ; it is only the beginning of 
7 wiſdom: it is a preparation for re- 
D Ty ; 
A „ but it is not its eſſence, 
tts ſubſtance. Only love, my bre- 
| thren; love, which made you ſinners, 
only love can make you true peni— 
tents. Love carried away your 
hearts from your God, and beſtowed 
them on creatures: love, therefore, 
70-3 IFalt return them to him again. 


pe Ji act 


N All the crimes of your lives are the 
| E 4 -* * conſequences of a miſplaced affec- 
| tion, You lighted up a profane fire 


on the altar which God had erected 
to himſelf : that fire, then, you muſt 
labour to extinguiſh, and enkindle 
in its place the pure flames of di- 
vine charity. Fear God, but let 


your 


4 
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your fear be tempered with love; let 
it be the fear of a favoured child; - 
who dreads indeed the conſequences 
of his undutiful behaviour, but” 
weeps, inall rhe bitterneſs of forrow, 
over the wrong which he has done 
to an injured parent. Reprobate 
that ſordid diſpoſition of thoſe mer- * 
cenarv flaves who regard nothing in 
religion but its menaces ; Who, 
were there no hell, would live like 
Atheiſts, without faith, religion, or 
conſcience. 

You will be deceived, my friends, 
if you ſuppoſe, that, while I deſcribe 
to you the mean diſpoſition of thoſe 
Chriſtians who are governed by fear 
only, I am picturing a character 
which exiſts only in imagination. 


Ah | would to God it were ſo! View 


your own hearts. It will be well 
with you, indeed, if the motives on 


O Which 
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which you have acted have been ſo 
pure, as to make it dubious to you 


4 


; whether ſuch a character exiſt or not. 
FE See whether all your religion may not 
(1 4 c FA a * 


* f 
5 have been grounded on fear only. A 
4 4 eee. 
7 


6:57 ' melancholy experience proves, that it 
4 4 7 is the dread of puniſhment, more than 
fd any other incitement, which moves 


- 


gen to repentance. From time to 
| Lo Hh e Afe, terrified by a reflection on the 
| hy 7 uncertainty of human life, and on that 
ſtate into which they are to enter 
after death, they caſt themſelves at 
the feet of their Redeemer, implore 
his mercy, and divorce themſelves, 
tor the inſtant, from the unlawful 
objects of their paſſions ; giving 
them, at the ſame time, a parting 
glance of affection, as to objects dear 
to their hearts, but ruinous to their 
. od 0777. 


/ f ütereſts. Like the wife of Lot, 
they hate not the city of Sodom, 


1 E. 


nor 


* 919 „*5r W — 


* * 
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nor the crimes committed there; but- 1 2 q 
they flee from the fire and brimſtofie ; 
which rain down upon it.—Shortly 7 
after, their fears abate: then, the. — —— 
charms of pleaſure, the gay 3 | 
which before ſeduced them, preſent 4 
themſelves again, captivate their /- , 
hearts, and claſp them once more in 2. 
their criminal embraces.—By and. TE 
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by reflection renews their fears: they 
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— repent; then ceaſe to fear, and ſin ; 
again. The whole life of many Chriſ- ; 

) tians turns round in this circle; the 2 

; torments of an hereafter are the only 


divinity before which they bend. 

It may ſeem harſh to rank among 
theſe, many perſons whoſe lives are 
accounted regular, and perhaps edi- 
tying. But, can we with juſtice 
form a more favourable opinion of 
them, when we ſec that they are ready 
to conlent to any fin which is thought 

O 2 to 


o —— 4 
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. 
0 to, be only venial, becauſe they be- 


r 4g 
lieve it will not be followed by eter- 
ON nal puniſhment; while the offence 
1 glven to God is a matter they to- 
. > tally diſregard ? Does not this con- 
duct point out the principle upon 

which they act? Is it the conduct of 

a creature actuated by love? Sound 

your hearts, my beloved, in the 
preſence of yaur God; interrogate 

your actions; and you will diſcover 

whether you are children of love, 

or only the ſlaves of a ſordid fear, 

II. I come now to conſider the 
marks by which you may judge of 
the nature of your forrow for fin. 
There are certain unequivocal cir- 
cumſtances ever attendant on a true 
repentance, which diſtinguiſh it from 
every ſpurious kind of converſion ; 
and, where theſe circumſtances meet 
together, there can be very little 

danger 


Oo Ee. 
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danger of impoſition. The firſt is 

the method you employ, in order to 

excite in your hearts a ſorrow for, 
your ſins, or to make an a7 of contri> , --- .- | 
tion: the ſecond, the feeling witlf 
which that act is accompanied: the 
third, and moſt certain of all, the 
reſolution it contains of a change of / 
life; and eſpecially, the effect that ik 


7 
4 1 
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reſolution produces. uo 

To make an act of contrition, my A 
brethren, 1t 1s not ſufficient to recite 1 
ſome of thoſe forms of prayer, which 3 ll 
are ſo called, and which you ag 
in all your books of devotion. W oof BOY 
reciting thoſe prayers, you r 
with the tongue, the motives and 
the ſentiments of contrition, or make 
them paſs through your 1magina- 
tions, and perhaps tranſiently touch 
your feelings. But, when all this 
is done, they may be, by no means, 

93 the 
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the expreſſion of what really paſſes 
| in your hearts. Begin, therefore, by 
enlightening your minds with a ſe— 
„ „ rious meditation on the motives of 
[car 90 
repentance; and let your hearts be 
eli wh 
Warmed with the affections which 
ase * C . . . \ 
thoſe motives inſpire. Then your 
forms of prayer will expreſs the 
image of your fouls; will be their 
own genuine language, the over- 
| flowings of compunction, the ſpon- 
| taneous effuſions of a heart humbled 
| | : 
| by the ſenſe of its own guilt, and 
7 bleeding for its own miſeries. Think 
70.0 


be Mt R 
{eriouſly how evil and bitter a thing 


7 
2 1 88 it is, to have abandoned God! 
Place before your imaginations that 
infinite beauty, that ſource of every 
Y excellence, which you have reiin- 
7 Here, qui iſhed, that you might go in pur- 
if” ſiuit of created and fancied forms of 
excellence, which, compared with 


the 


11 


the perfections of the divine Being, 
are but as the fainteſt glimmerings 
of light, when put in competition 
with the grand luminary of the 
world. Contemplate that eternal 
wiſdom, by whole dictates you have 
refuſed to be guided, while you 


ſuſfered yourſelves to be led away b 
the ſhort- ſighted wiſdom, the nimf, 
reaſonings, the fallacious maxims 
and example of men blinded by 
paſſion, and heated by baſe and 


groveling defires. Fix the eye of 


1 * „ 


your mind on your ſovereign good, , 
your eternal lover; and then refle 5:6 7 
on the vanity of thoſe objects 5 for „ 
which you have deſpiſcd his love, 
Oh! when you thus ſtand between 
the endearing attributes of Jeſus, 
5 on the one hand, and the wretched- 
neſs 2nd baſeneſs of criminal indul- 
gence, on the other, your ſoul will 


O 4 melt 
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melt within you. Ah! my poor 
« heart,” you will ſay, © whither 
© have I been carried! Sweet Jeſus, 
« what did I love, when I loved not 
« thee! Whither did I go, when 
« I abandoned thee! Oh! it is 
e dreadful, horrid to think on. 
« Merciful Saviour, from the depths 
of my miſery I now ſtretch out 
« my arms to thy ſtill infinite, 
© though much injured, goodneſs : 
« draw me now to thyſelf; bind me 
&« faſt to thee in indiſſoluble chains 
of fidelity and love.“ 

Such reflections as theſe will not 
ſylfer your hearts to remain inſen- 
ble. Do not pretend, that your 
grief is hidden in the inmoſt regions 


your foul, and cannot break out 


cc 


cc 
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75 2 into theſe tender emotions. My 
FA 
1 brethren, a true converſion does ſuch 


violence to — ſinner's natural incli- 


— nations, 
ED 


175 


F4 


1 
1 
— 


0 


nations, that it muſt cauſe a tumult 
in all the powers of his ſoul. Ir 
originates in a n.] love enkindled 
in the heart, which glows wich an 
ardour that muſt be perceived there, 
and produce ſtriking effects of its 
preſence, But, what do I ſay? Can 
you be contrite without feeling your 


contrition? Yes; if you were thoſe 
cold, inſenſible characters, which 
nothing can move, nothing diſſolve * 


I meyer bog . 
into tenderneſs; if you had no feel⸗ ”- 
P7 * 9 


ing for any thing elle, I could cön- < Lf 108 ZN a 


ceive you might want it in this ing 
ſtance. But you are not ſo formed 
by nature: you have a heart which 
can be worked upon. Alas! the 
objects of your paſſions could awaken 
your feelings but too eaſily : the 
loſs of paſſing enjoyments could 
raw tears from your eyes, could 
heave your breaſts with ſighs, and 
agitate 
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agitate your whole ſouls. Is it then 
only the dreadful evil of ſin, the 
greateſt of all misfortunes, that finds 
you dull, cold, inſenſible? Oh! 
that ſofrneſs of temper which is ſo 
amiable when 1t weeps over others 
woes, will it not melt at the fight 
of your own? It cannot reſiſt. Be 
but as lincerely penitent as you have 
been really criminal, and the emo- 
tions of your hearts will break forth 
of themſelves. 

A third mark of the ſincerity of 
your repentance, is the amendment 
of your lives: this is the grand cri- 
terion by which vour contrition is 
to be eſtimated. Can your hearts 
bear teſtimony to you, that you ear- 
neſtly deſire to break every chain 
which faſtens you to the world and 
your unlawful pleaſures? Have you, 
fince your repentance, ſacrificed 
every 
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every intcreſt, and bid an eternal 
farewell to every enjoyment, which 
is inimical to virtue? Have you 
quitted that ſpacious road which 
appears ſo delightful, ſo charming 
to nature, and entered into the nar- 
row path of ſelf - denial, a path ſo 
rough, ſo painful, ſo gloomy, and com 
fortleſs, to fleſh and blood? Have 
you traced out for yourſelves the 
plan of your future conduct, de- 
ſcending to minute particulars? for 
general reſolutions of amendinent 
produce very little effect, Have you 
ſtudied the inclinations which predo- 
m.nate in your fouls, and laboured 
to fortify your hearts on that fide 
where they have proved the weakeſt? 
Do you fly from the objects, the 
incitements, which you know have 
triumphed over the refolutions you 
had formerly made? Are you vigi- 
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lant, circumſpect, timid ? Do you 
ſtartle even at the ſhadow of guilt ? 
Theſe are the fruits of true revent- 
ance ; and, by producing them, you 
prove that you have that con!rite and 
huiabled heart which the Father of 
Mercies will never defpiſe, 

If theſe be your diſpoſitions, be 
not diſheartened, though at firſt 
you meet with many difficulties. 
Nature will repine, will ſuffer for a 
time; but its ſorrow ſhall be turned 
into joy. Clouds and darkneſs hang 
over your entrance into the paths 
of virtue; but, as you advance, 
the gloom is gradually diſpelled, 
the proſpect brightens, and peace 
and comfort ſmile around you.— 
Ah! had you no dificulty in being 
vicious ? Is the ſervice of the world 


an caſy ſervitude? Are your paſſions 


mild and gentle maſters ? Did it coſt 
you 


6 


you no ſtruggles to ſtifle that remorſe 
which haunted you like a frightful 
ſpectre through all the wanderings 
of your crimes? * What fruit had you 
then in theſe things of which ycu are 
now aſhamed ? Surely, then, it is 
now time to give back to your God, 
that heart which can never "repoſe 
but in him. Why did your loving 
Redeemer preſerve your life to this 
day, but that he might now, in 
conſequence of your repentance, 
ſhow forth in you the riches of his 
grace here, and crown you with a 
diadem of glory hereafter ? 


* Rom. v1. 
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S R R M ON XXI. 
PASSION SUNDAY. 


On the Danger of habitually conſenting 


to venial Sin, 


Feſus ſaid to the Tews s Mich of 
you ſhall convince me of Ain? 
John, viii. 
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' 
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®* 

| UR Redeemer, who was inno- 
| 

| 


i 
| cence and purity itſelf, could wich 
[i conſcious firmneſs defy the malice 


of his moſt inveterate enemies to 
= convict him of any crime. The 
| divine nature, united to his huma- 
nity, regulated all its motions, con- 
ceptions 
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4 
ceptions and deſires; and therefore 
he was incapable of deviating, in 
the leaſt degree, from ſanctity and 
juſtice. To us, my brethren, no 
ſuch privilege belongs; the virtue 
of the beſt among men is mingled 
with tome corruption, is accompa— 
nied by many defects. We may, 
indeed, preſerve ourſelves from 
grievous tranſgreſſions of the divine 
law; but were we to ſay confidently 
to thoſe who are witneſſes of our 
conduct, Mich of you fhall convince 
me of fin? we ſhould betray exceſſive 
preſumption and folly. 

No Chriſtian, unleſs blinded by 
fanaticiſm, is capable of giving in- 
to ſuch extravagance ; but there are 
many, who fondly perſuade them- 
ſelves that they are exempt from the 
guilc of mortal ſin, at a time when, 
it is more than probable, they ſtand 
charged 
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charged with it in the ſight of God. 
Of this number are generally thoſe 
who indulge themſelves in deliberate 
habits of venial fins, who allow them- 
ſelves the liberty of doing any thing 
wich to them does not appear to 
be a grievous crime. Theſe often- 
times boldly fay, in their own hearts, 
Who ſhall convince me of fin? while 
the tepid ſtate in which they live, 
like a ſlow fever, undermines by 
little and little the ſtrength of their 
ſouls; weakens all their faculties ; 
creates in them a diſguſt and loath- 
ing for good; makes every duty 
daily more painful to; preys im- 
perceptibly on their life and ſub- 
ſtance; and, at laſt, terminates in 
the utter extinction of divine grace, 
and brings on inevitable death. 
The interiour corruption of thoſe 
who live in continual habits of deli- 
berate 
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deliberate venial fin, is the more 
dangerous, becauſe they are leſs ſen- 
ſible of their danger. The apparent 
regularity of their lives, to which 
thoſe who behold them give all 
the praiſe that is due to true vir- 
tue, flatters them in their deluſion. 
They compare their own manners 
with the conduct of thoſe who are 
viſibly flaves to the world and their 
own paſſions, and the flattering com- 
pariſon adds to their bliadneſs. They 
conſider their ſtate, not indeed as 
the moſt perfect, but however as 
ſufficiently good, and fecure of fal- 
vation; ſince their conſcience re- 
proaches them with nothing but a 
degree of ſloth, ſome negligence in 
the diſcharge of duties, ſome ſenſual 
indulgences, ſelf-love, and the like 
crifliog offences, which do not ſub- 
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wert the dominion of divine grace, 


and give death to the foul. 
However, my beloved, the facred 
oracles aſſure us, that the foul which 
abandons the ſervice of God, and 
the ſoul that ſerves him with tepi— 
dity, is equally rejected from his 
friendſhip. The ſame malediction 
15 pronounced by the Holy Ghoſt, 
againſt him that refuſes to do he 
work of Cod, and againſt him who 
does it negligently. This tepid ſtate 
mult therefore be, at beſt, full of 
dangers, and very uncertain of ſal- 
vation. I might prove to you this 
uncertainty by a variety of argu- 
ments; but I mean now to confine 
myſelf to one only, I aſſert, there- 
fore, that thoſe who deliberately 
conſent to habitual venial offences, 


can have no confidence that they 


are in the ſtate of grace; becauſe 
they 


(An 


they cannot poſſibly know, whether 
the fins which to them ſeem light 
and venial, are not ſo many grievous 


tranſgreſſions. I mean to illuſtrate 


this propoſition by ſome important i 9 
obſervations, which will deſerve your 2 
attention. in. 

* IF or Dat 7 179 1 | 
I:cerve curſelves, and the truth is not 1 


g The pureſt virtue upon earth 
15 not without ſome ſpots and ble- 
wmiſhes: man, in his fallen ſtate, 
wich a mind darkened by ignorance, 
and a heart agitated by various paſ- 
ſions, cannot keep his attention fo 
entirely iced on future and invi- 
ſible gogds, but that ſometimes he 
mult yield to the impreſſions made 
upon his heart by ſenſible objects, 
which continually diſplay around 
him their inſidious attractions, and 
| P-4 com bine 


John, i. 


n 


combine with his own natural pro- 
penſities, to draw him aſide imper- 
ceptibly into the flowery walks of 
unlawful gratification. We ſhall 
therefore be ever ſubje& to a variety 
of imperfections: they are inſepa— 
rable from our nature; and againſt 
them the moſt attentive piety can- 
not always be ſufficiently guarded. 
But there are two kinds of venial 
ſins, very different in their nature 
and conſequences. There are venial 
fins which ſteal unawares upon our 
weakneſs; which we are rather be- 
trayed into by ſurpriſe, than em- 
brace with deliberate conſent; in 
which the natural bent of our cor- 
ruption has more ſhare than the 
choice of our will, From theſe the 
molt faithful among the ſervants of 
God are never wholly exempt. Let 
not the devout and timid ſouls, 
who 


1 


who labour, without ceaſing, to pu- 
riſy their conſciences from theſe 
ſtains, be teriified or diſheartened 
at any thing which ſhall be ſaid in 
this diſcourie, To them 1t 1s not 
directed. The defects into which 
they fall, are permitted by the Al- 
mighty, to nouriſh their humility, 
to excite their vigilance, to inflame 
their deſires of quitting this land of 
ſin and ſorrows, and being united, 
without any impediment, to the 
God of their hearts in a better 
world. 

A ſecond kind of venial fins are 
thoſe which are committed with. 
deliberate reflection, and habitually 
indulged. The perſons, therefore, 
to whom I this day addreſs myſelf, 
are thoſe who, inſtead of lamenting 
theſe offences, refolve to continue 
them, becauſe they do not look upon 
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them as evils of any ſerious con- 
ſequence; who, on the contrary, 
ſeek to juſtify them, and pretend 
that they are neceſſary to ſoften the 
ſeverity of the Goſpel. Theſe Chriſ- 
tians I with to convince, that fuch 
diſpoſitions form that ſtate of tepi- 


dity in the ſervice of Cod, which 


has been the ruin of thouſands, who 
were in other reſpects endowed 
with excellent qualities, and open 
to every impreſſion of piety and 
religion, I maintain, that this eaſy 
indifference about every thing which 
is not accounted eſſential in our 
duties; this foft compliance with 
our inclinations, when the object of 
them is not. reckoned highly crimi- 


nal; this tenour of life, ſo agrecable 


to the natural man, ſo favourable 
to ſelf- love, ſo ſecure in appearance, 
ſo virtuous even in the eyes of men, 

and 


1 


and withall ſo common among even 
the better ſort of Chriſtians, is a 
ſtate in which ſalvation is very 
doubtful; that it indicates a cor— 
rupted heart; and that all the prin- 
ciples and rules of our faith excite 
a ferious appichenſion, that a foul 
thus diſpoſed, has, without knowing 
it, loſt that grace and virtue which 


{he vainly imagines herſelf ſtill to 


wu2h it be allowed 
that all fins are not unto death; al- 
though Chriſtian moraiity admit of 
a diſtinction between offences which 
*grieve the holy ſpirit of God, and 
offences which entirely baniſh him 
from the foul; yet the rules by 
which they are to be diſtinguiſhed 
are by no means certain, when ap— 
plied to particular perſons and cir— 


P 4 cumſtances. 
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cumſtances. The meaſure of tlie 


malice of faults which are called 


venial, can only be aſcertained by a 
knowledge of the diſpoſitions of the 
heart from which they proceed: and 
it is but ton evident, that to come 
to a thorough acquantance with the 
diſpolitions of the heart, is extremely 
dificuit. All rules are very preca- 
rious. The ſame action in appear- 
ance, which in one perlon is but a 
pardonabie weakneis, may be in 
another a gritvous crime. 

Nowy, this principle being incon— 
teſtable, tell me, you that daily and 
habitually indulge yourſelves in the 
committing of what you call venial 
faults, on what ground do you 
build your confidence that ſuch 
faults are in you light and venial? 
Are you acquainted with the diſpo- 
ſitions of your own hearts? God is 

acquainted 
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acquainted with them, my brethren: 
he is the Searcher and the Judge of 
all hearts; and his judge ments are 
very different from thole of men. 
But, if we may be allowed to form 
an opinion, before the time of 


judgement come, fay, does the re- 


ſolution which you have taken, to 
perſevere in doing actions which 
you know are diſplcaſing to God, 
picad very powerfully in your fa— 
vour? Thoſe deliberate violations 
of every obligation which you do 
not think effential; the determi- 


nation which you have come to, of 


doing no more for God than you 
think is neceſſary for your own ſe— 
curity; that attention to diſtinguiſh 
between fin and fin, and to do the 
will of God, only when he opens 
hell before your ſeet; tell me, does 
all this ſpeak for you? Do theſe 
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feem tke fruits of a generous, vir- 
Wl. tuous, Chriſtian heart; of a heart 
Wit! in which the love of God predomi- 


nates over every other afiection ? 
No; they are the marks of a cor- 
rupted heart, of a heart over which 
the ſpirit of God no longer preſides, 
Judee, then, if faults which flow 


1 0 from ſach a ſource can be decmed 
"1 light, trivial, and worthy of indui- 
1 gence. 
1 Indeed, *man knoweih not whether 
Mü 
Will! be be worthy of love, or hatred: but d 
| | things ere kept uncertain fer the time 10 
IN come. The Apoſtle St. Paul trem- 
D 5 ; | 
| 0 bled for himſelf, left he ſhould have 
"Tf loſt the inviſible treaſure of di— 
| # vine grace; and, in that afflicting 
10 uncertainty, the teſtimony of his 
„ : , i 
1 own conſcience could not entirely {| 
i! © © . . | 
Wl calm the agitations of his mind, | 
THE 
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Jam not conſcious io myſelf of any thing, 
yet am I not hereby juſtified : but he 
that judzeth me is the Lord. David, 
whom the Holy Ghoſt declares to 
have been a man after God's own 
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heart, is ſeized with apprenenſion, 
leſt he ſhould not have formed ajult 
conception of his own guilt; ie 
the corruption of his heart ſhould 
have drawn a veil over his enormi— 
ties, He figures to his affrighted 
imagination fecret windings and 
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folds in his conſcience, in which 
many iniquities may lie concealed. 
+ Who, ſays he, can underfiand fs ? 
From my ſecret ones cleanſe me, O 
Lord: ani from thoſe of others ſpare 
thy ſervant. 

Still you, who are ſo little atten- 
tive to watch over the motions of 
your own hearts; you, who allow 
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yourſelves ſo many libercies, which 
vou know to be in forme degree 
diſpleaſing to God, but know nor 
the judgement he pronounces on 
them; you, who, in ſpite of all the 
artifices of ſelf-love, frequently can- 
not be ſatisfied that you have kept 
within the fatal boundary which ſe- 
parates life from death; you, who 
are ſporting, as it were, on the brink 
of a precipice that hangs over the 
abyſs of eternal miſery, from which 
you can be but by one degree 
ſeparated; you, in this perilous, 
this alarming ſituation, can you flat- 
ter yourſelves that you are ſecured 
againſt the danger of everlaſting 
perdition; that the ſentence your 
ſelf-· love paſſes on your actions is the 
ſentence pronounced by your Sove- 


reign Judge? Ah! do you not ra- 


ther tremble, leſt that God whom 
you 


ROE, —— ——— » = 
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vou ſerve with ſuch contemptuous 


indifierence, ſhould have abandoned 
you to the illuſions of your own 
mind, and puniſhed your iniquity 
by ſuffering you to be lulled in a 
falſe and deſtructive ſecurity ! Oh! 
man, how little art thou acquainted 
with the deceitfulneſs of the human 
heart! * Thou ſayeſt: I am rich, and 
mace <ealtfy, and I have need of no- 
thing : and thou knoweſt not that thou 


art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, aud naked, Yes; it is the 


deſtiny of a ſoul which ſerves God 
with tepidity and indifference, to 


Imagine herſelf juſt and pleaſing in 
his fight, when ſhe has inſenſibly loſt 


every title to his friendſhip. 


II. You will be further convinced 


that ſuch a confidence is built on 


the weakeſt foundation, if you re- 
flect, 
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dect, that of all Chriſtians none ate 


leſs capable of forming a juſt eſti- 
mate of the ſtate of their ſouls, than 
thoſe who indulge this tepid and in- 
dolent difpofition. An open and 
declared ſinner is not able to diſguiſe 
his crimes, and hide them from 


his own eyes. The juſt man, al- 


though he cannot be infallibly cer- 


grace, at leaſt enjoys that peace 
which follows the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, But a Chriſtian 
who indulges himſelf habitually and 
deliberately in a variety of leſſer 
crimes, is a myſtery to himſelf, is 
perplexed with difficulties which he 
knows not how to unravel, The 


reaſon is this: every offence we com- 
mit with deliberation, however ve- 
- nial in itſelf, abates the fervour of 
charity; makes the ſoul, as it were, 


feeble 


(223-2 
ceble and drowſy in applying to 
the work of ſalvation ; and puts an 
obſtacle ro the operations of the ſpi- 


rit of God. When we conlent to 
theſe fins, the light of faith becomes 
more and more obſcured; the paſſions, 
by being gratified, gain new ſup- 
Plies of ſtrength, and increaſe our 
darkneis. Every ſuch offence ſpreads 
an additional miſt over the under- 
ſtanding, Inſenſibly, as the wiſdom 
of heaven ſheds a fainter light upon 
the mind, the deluſive wiſdom of 
the world takes its place, A falſe 
conſcience 1s thus imperceptibly 
formed, Duties and obligations, 
'which once were eſteemed of the firſt 
moment, are conſidered as of trifling 
conſequence, What once we ſhould 
have ſhuddered to conceive in 
thought only, we can commit with- 
out much uneaſineſs. Vice terrified 
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us at firſt with her horrid aſpect; 
but from a little familiarity ſhe aſ- 


ſumes a leſs formidable appearance; 
her countenance becomes ſoft an! 
engaging; and then we eagerly run 


to her embraces. Remorſe of con- 


ſcience is almoſt {tified by the vio- 
lence of deſire, and all our princt- 
ples undergo a ſtrange revolution. 
Now, my friends, while you are 
in this ſtate of darkneſs, what can 
give you an aſſurance that you do 
not deceive yourſelves in the judge- 
ment which you paſs on your own 
daily actions? that what appears 
light to you, is light in reality? 
that the line of diviſion which you 
draw, imagining all on this ſide to 


be venial, is the line marked out by 
the law of God? Ah! the moſt en- 
lightened guides, the Chry ſoſtoms, 
the Auſtins, all the moſt illuſtrious 


doctors 
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doors of the Chriſtian Church pro- 
ceeded with trembling, when the 
queition was, to diſtinguiſh venial 
offences from grievous violations of 
the Divine Law. Can you then 
preſume, that you can do it with ſo 
much {clf love to bias you, and reſt 
your eternal ſalvation on lo tottering 
a foundation? 

In all thoſe gratifications of the 
ſenſual appetice, which you enjoy ſo 
freely ; in this ſoft compliance with 
your own humours ; in this delicate 
ſtyle of living, which you ſeck after; 
in this willingneſs to ſacrifice to ſloth 
every leſs eſſential obligation ; how 
can you be aſſured, that inordinate 
ſelt-love has not amounted to that 
degree which ſuffices to give it en- 
tire dominion over the heart? You 
can have no certainty that thoſe 
thoughts, ſo dangerous to your pu- 
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rity ; thoſe ideas, which in the mo- 
ments of languor and indolence play 
before your imaginations, which you 
have dwelt upon with a certain 
pleaſure, or have diſmiſſed with fo 
much reluctance you can have no 
certainty that they do not amount 
to ſomething highly criminal. The 
ſecret envy with which you behold 
the happineis of others ; the pleaſure 
you take in recounting the faults and 
weakneſſes of a neighbour; the ri- 
dicule which you throw, without 
ſcruple, on his infirmities and mis- 
fortunes; who can aſſure you that 
theſe faults are not the produce of 
a heart in which charity- no longer 
reigns? Moreover, my beloved, when 
you are deliberately guilty of venla! 
ſin, you know that divine grace 
calls you back, and invites you to 
deſiſt: you feel that you diſpleaſe 

God, 
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God, your tender parent, your moſt 
alfectionate, your generous benefac— 
tor, your e lover: his voice is 
heard in your foul, ſweetly preſſing 
you not tO do that action, not to 
taſte that indulgence, which you are 
bent upon: {il you proceed, you 
will not liſten to him. Ah! how 
then can you ſuppoſe, that this con- 
tempt of the inſpirations of heaven 
does not amount to a formal preſe— 
rence of your own inordinate ſelt— 
love before the love of Chriſt Jeſus ? 
and, if ſo, your virtue is extinguiſhed, 
Should you depart in that ſtate, you 
wil! be loſt for ever. 

Do not, therefore, I entreat you, 
do not truſt your eternal intereſts to 
ſo fatal an uncertainty. How dread- 
ful would be the miſtake, after many 
labours and conflicts to guard againſt 
grievous crimes, after a life of ap- 


Q 2 parent 


parent virtue, when you imagine 
you are to be received and honoured 
as friends of Jeſus, to find, in that 
formidable moment, when you are 
ſummoned to the bar of divine juſ- 
tice, that your virtue was all illuſion, 
and that your portion muſt be with 
thoſe who have not loved God! 1 
may here addreſs you as Elias once 
did the children of Iſrael: * How 
long do you halt between two fides ? If 
the Lerd be God, follow him : but if 
Baal, then follow him. Yes, my 
brethren, if the world be the 1dol in 
which you place your confidence, 
bow down before it: if you be per- 
ſuaded that you ſhall find peace and 
comfort in gratifying the corrupt 
deſires of your hearts, give then 
full ſcope to your appetites, break 
through every reſtraint, and rank 

your 
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vourſelves among thoſe who will 
quickly be made the fad victims of 
God's eternal indignation. — But 
what have I been ſaying No, my 
beloved friends, you cannot bear 
that thought: that horrid idea is a 
dagger to your hearts : you feel, that 
to ſerve your God, and to be ſhel- 
tered under his protection, is all your 
peace, your joy, your happineſs. 
Why then do you heſitate to give 
kim your whole hearts? Why do 
vou ſhare them between him and the 
world? Vain is the endeavour to di- 
vide your affections. He is a jealous 
God : he will bear no rival, no part- 
ner of his dominion. And, oh! is 
Your whole heart too much to give 
to him whoſe goodneſs and power 
firſt formed it, and whoſe boundlcſs 
clemency hath redeemed it from 
everlaiting deſtruction ! 


Q 3 Deal 
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Deal generouſly with your God; 
he hath indeed been generous and 
bountiful to you. Relolve never 
hereafter to do deliberately any 
thing which you know will give 
him the leaſt diſpleaſure. When 
you fall into any of thoſe defects to 
which human frailty is ſo much ex- 
poſed, at leaſt do not cheriſh ſuch 
defects; but lament them, and re- 
double your efforts to guard againſt 
them in future. Then, ſuch venial 
offences will not much hurt you: 
divine charity will efface ſuch ble- 
miſhes; and they may even prove 


the occaſions of increaling your 


virtue, 

At this holy time, when you are 
called upon by the Church to pre- 
pare your ſouls for a worthy and 
devout participation of the ſacred 

myſteries, 
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myſteries, ſearch your own hearts 
prove yourſelves; and lay all your 
crimes, imperfections, and miſeries, 
at the foot of the croſs of Chriſt 
Jeſus, chat your ſouls may be puri- 
fed by that purple tide which flows 


from it, to waſh away the ſins of 
he world, If hitherto you have 


FP God with cold indifference, 
, ! 
1 


diholve the charm which has lulled 
vou into that fatal Neep. The God 
„nom you thought you ſerved, be- 
cauſe you did not determinately 
azandon him, is not the God of the 


indolent, the tepid, the mercenary; 
but of the active, the vigorous, the 
N 52 7 227 . 272 12,70 08 
248 nero s. T he {1n2 dui cf VCATUCR 
ſufercth viciznce; and thoſe only bear 
t away, wad arc made Giclent by 
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the power and ſtrength of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by a lively faith, a conſtant 
vigilance, a generous ſacrifice of 
their own will, a contempt of all 
that paſſes with time, and an ardent 
longing after the joys and glories 
of God's eternal kingdom, 
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SERMON XXII. 
FAL M S8 UN DAF. 


On Communion. 


Tell ye the daughter of Sion: 
Behold, thy King cometh to 
thee, Mat. xxi. 5. 


FROM our firſt entrance into the 
time of Lent, till this day, the 
Church of Chriſt has not ceaſed to 
admoniſh us, that the King of Glory 
would quickly viſit us himſelf in 
perſon. 
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perſon. All her prayers and in- 
ſtructions have been filled with this 
theme; all her ceremonies and pu— 
rifications proclaim his coming. 
7 "She appointed theſe days of penis 


a lion 
tential labour, which are now almoſt 


ee e 
elapſed, as a preparation for our 


receiving him into our fouls by a 
"worthy communion, at the joyful 
feſtival which we ate thortly to ccle- 
brate: and on this day ſhe excites 
our vigilance, and inflames our 
deſires, by telling us, in the lan- 
guage of the Sacred Writings, that 
her divine Spoul-, the King of our 
hearts, is very nigh, and on the point 
of giving himſelf to us. Tell 3 
the daughter of Sica: Behold, thy Kire {4 
comel lo there. 

Yes, my beloved friends, you be- 
lieve, that in the adorable myſteries 
which you are now commanded to 

participate; 
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participate, is really contained that 


22 


body which was immolated for us 
on the croſs, and that blood which 
was ſpilt on Mount Calvary for 
the remiſſion of ſins, united to the 
foul of Jeſus, and to the divine 
nature of the eternal Word of God. 


This you believe, on the authority 


of his word, who, when he converſe 


* 


among men, began to manifeſt his 
O 2 


miraculous powers by changing 
water into wine; who gave power 
to Moſes to convert the rivers into 
lood; who called the whole uni— 
verſe into exiſtence with one omni— 


potent word. Take ye, and eat, ſaid 
he, this is my b0dy.....Drink ye all of 


this: for this is my blood of the New 
Teſtament, which ſhall be ſhed for many 


for the remiſſion of fins, And in the 


lixth Chapter of St. John: Amen, 


ne. 
* Mat xxv1, 


* 


< 


j (_-236_ 3 
amen. 1 ſay unto you: Except you ect 
j She fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 
his blood, you ſhall not have life in you. 


- ... For my fleſÞ is meat indeed; and 
. my blood is drink indeed. The lenſes 


do not diſcern it; human reaſon 
bewildered in endeavouring to ac- 
count for it. But *faith does no! 
fand on the wiſdom of men, but on the” 
power of Ged. We know, that infi— 
orice nite wiſdom can contrive, and 1nf1- 


2,9 
- Hane 
or! vite power execute, much more 


Nr. 6 
than our limited underſtandings 
r can . % 
can comprehend. The doctrines 
of the Trinity, and of the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, which with 
_ Chriſtians of every denomination 

2. 156 
A / are fundamental articles of belief, 
. 22 2 A. 47 

7 are no leſs myſterious than this. But 
it is the glory of Revelation, to have 
confounded the wildom of this world, 


and 
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and captivated the underſtanding in 

* obedience to faith. | 
If there be any one in this aſſem- 19 

bly, who ſces not the force of the 1 

arguments on which we ground our 

belief of the real preſence of Jeſus 

in the Sacrament of the altar, he 15 

muſt at leaſt acknowledge, that, | 

> . . "£ Ci?) 0 

if in this we are deceived, the decepq . 

, ; . . « r 

tion is harmleſs in its nature; it 

. . . - 4 NF] 0 

interferes not with our duties as citi- ; 

zens or ſubjects; it carries with 1t 

nothing detrimental to ſociety ; no- 

thing, conſequently, which ſhould 

arm againſt us the civil power, or 


wo 
make our religious worſhip any wayyy WW 
ws 5 40 Are ee. Wes 
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obnoxious: he muſt acknowledge, 


that our belief juſtifies our adoration 
of this ſacred and myiterious food ; 
and that our worſhip of it can be 
no idolatry, becauſe our adoration 
is evidently directed to the Divinity 

itſell. 
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itſelf. But what have I ſuppoſed !— 
1 That we may be deceived !—No, 
r eceeef fly friends; here indeed there can 
7 Be no deception. Were we deceived, 


C the errour would be common to us 


1 with the whole primitive Church, 
F with tae Cyrils, the Baſils, the Chry- 
k "IF P Toto m3, the een the (3re- 

et a Forics, and all the great luminaries 
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bi e , - 
j of antiquity: were we deceived, 


1 

b pardon me the expreſſion, the Go- 

. ſpel itſelf would have deceived us. 

arr. Shar: Hut, in conſequence of this belief, 
133. / With what purity of heart, and ardent 


a ove, ſhould we approach to this 
| Ames ſacred table! It is to theſe practical 
| _ conſequences that I mean this day 
| to call your attention: theſe are the 
points on which I ſhall principally 
inſiſt, I invite you, therefore, to 
conlider, with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs 
and compoſure of ſoul, firſt, in how 
horrible 
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horrible a light we ought to view 
the guilt of receiving Jeſus into a 
breaſt defiled with fin : ſecondly, 
how efficaciouſly our belief of his 
preſence in this adorable ſacrament 
ſhould inflame our love, and enkin- 
dle in our hearts the moſt ardent 
defires of approaching to him, and 
being inſeparably united to him for 
ever. | 

I. * Let a man prove himſelf, ſays 
St, Paul, and ſo let bim eat of that * 
bread, and drink of the chalice. When- 
ever, therefore, we mean to approach 
to Jeſus in this ſacrament, ir muſt, 
be our firſt care to purify our ſouls 
from the defilements of ſin, Need J. 


a . T7 t 
uſe any arguments to convince you 4 


, ln. 
of this ſelf- evident truth? Does 2 ö 
the human mind naturally ſhudder 

at the idea of introducing the God 


of 


2 e 3 


4. CY 40 (he 


F 1 Car. xi; 
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of all ſanctity and purity into a ſoul 
contaminated by guilt, into a very 
ſink of filth and corruption ? Yes, 
my brethren; but it is our misfor- 
tune to believe this, as well as other 
A: Sm yſteries of religion, with a ſuper- 
e {eral faith, a cold aſſent of the un— 
derſtanding, which calls forth very 
faint emotions of the heart, and has 
little influence on our conduct. We 
| C are ſo governed by ſenſible im- 
. Prem ions, that, becauſe our God has 
5 gere, iin a manner diveſted himſelf of his 
. TH fer. „ "majeſty, and preſents himſelf to us 
* ſes 7 under theſe humble appearances, we 
eee forget that he is preſent ; and thus 
that gracious condeſcenſion with 


| Core! 2 *rFF7ch he has deigned to ſtoop down 
aN 


and accommodate himſelf to our 
. . ie 80 

owlinels, and which ſhould excite 
all our love and gratitude, creates in 
us, too frequently, only indifference, 


inattention, and diſreſpect. 


Think 
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ſelves affected, Mould the Lord Je- 
ſus emerge this moment from the. -- 8 
obſcurity with which he 1s enveloped, 5 2 


face. Think with what reverence, 


before him; with what confuſion for 
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Think how you would feel your - 


2 
e FF Fe 


and give you to behold him face ro 
awe, and dread, you would ſtand 


your abuſes of his goodneſs; what | 
compunction for your paſt 1 dug ee vow” a 
Think how you would then be af- 

tected, and judge what ſhould e ee 


01641 EEC 
your feelings when you approach to/. 


him in this adorable myſtery. therein: 
eve of the fleſh beholds him not; but 

—24/ VE : 

the eye of faith pierces through the/ % 

clouds with which he is encompaſſed, mT . 

and beholds him with all his majeſty; ©” 1 

and with all his terrours. Ah! my 
friends! the ſacred oracles aſſure us, 
that when Jeſus ſhall appear at the 
laſt day in great power and majeſty, 
Vol. II. R men 
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men ſhall 3 r away through fear : : 
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Val, ſhall hide themſelves in the tens 
eſt caverns of the earth; ſhall call up- 
5 onthe mountains to fall upon them, 
and the hills to cover them from be- 
fore the face of his indignation, Oh 
is he not upon our altars, and in our 
i E237 ſanctuaries, equally great and glorious! 
12... No ſooner has the Miniſter of God 
= pronounced the ſacred words, but 
5 the heavens open, and fend down 
| the Holy of Holies. The celeitial 
ſpirits deſcend with him, and miniſter 
to him. The ſeraphims cover their 
faces in dread and reverential awe, 
and all the heavenly hoſts encom- 
Paſs our altars in profound adoration. 
| Here, his piercing eyes ſearch the 
i 5 hearts of all who adore, or pretend 
6 to adore him in his temple : here, 
* he" pronounces the ſentence of life 
and 
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3nd death. In one hand he holds 
his avenging thunders to hurl them 
on the guilty wretch that dares to 
approach him unworthily; in the 
other, treaſures of choiceſt graces 
and bleſſings for ſuch as preſent 
themſelves with contrition and pu— 
rity of heart. . Here, as in the higheſt 
heavens, with an inviſible, but un- 
erring hand, he ſtamps upon cach 
individual amongſt us the mark of 
lection to life eternal, or of ever- 
aſting reprobation. And yet, alas 
nthinking man, while the Lord. be 
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to approach ty the altar; dares, 
with blind and infatuated preſump-. 
tion, to take his place at this ſacred 
table, and partake of the bread of 
Angels, while, tor that very action, 
a place is allotted him in the abyſs 
of never- ending perdition. 

1. 2 Prove 
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men ſhall wither away through fear: 
525 impure, the profane, the crimi— 
1 = Val, ſhall hide themſelves in the deep- 
e.ſt caverns of the earth; ſhall call up- 

{ "onthe mountains to fall upon them, 
and the hills to cover them from be- 
fore the face of his indignation, Oh 

is he not upon our altars, and in our 
ſanctuaries, equally great and glorious! 
No ſooner has the Miniſter of God 


ac. 
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„ pronounced the ſacred words, but 
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1 the heavens open, and ſend down 
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the Holy of Holies. The celeltial 
| ſpirits deſcend with him, and miniſter 
0 to him. The ſeraphims cover their 
faces in dread and reverential awe, 
| E and all the heavenly hoſts encom- 
if * paſs our altars in profound adoration, 
dJ)J Here, his piercing eyes ſearch the 
N lift — 
i - hearts of all who adore, or pretend 
ij 6057 41 £4 . . 9 
wit to adore him in his temple : here, 
fi <7 8 b 
Mil e pronounces the ſentence of life 
and 
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and death. In one hand he holds ; 
his avenging thunders to hurl them 
on the guilty wretch that dares to 
approach him unworthily; in the 
other, treaſures of choiceſt graces 
and bleſſings for ſuch as preſent 
themſelves with contrition and pu— 
rity of heart, Here, as in the higheſt 
heavens, with an inviſible, but un- 
erring hand, he ſtamps upon cach 
individual pere us the mark of 
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election to life eternal, or of ever- 
lating reprobation. And yet, alas, - @ 
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unthinking man, while the Lorch 
. bf 47-771 24 
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to approach tt» the altar; Garcs, .— 

1 I $COEE4Q 34 
with blind and infatuated preſump-. | 
ton, to take his 3 at this ſacred 
table, and partake of the bread of 
Angels, while, ior that very action, 
a place is allotted him in the abyſs 
of never- ending perdition. 
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Prove yourſclves, therefore, my 
beloved friends ; ſound the difpo- 
ſitions of your hearts; ſurvey the 
tale of your ſouls with cool and 
deliberate attention: ſee, before 
you preſume to approach to the 
God of ſanctity, whether you have 
preſerved your innocence unſollied; 
or, if your ſouls have been once de- 


filed by iniquity, whether you have 
- cleanſed and purified them again 


e, Lo 


with the tears of repentance, and 
waſhed away your criminal ſtains 


with the blood of the Lamb, which 


is poured forth upon our ſouls in 
the ſacrament of penance. Tremble 


. 6 


at the idea of receiving the God of 
charity upon that tongue which has 
been the inſtrument of ſo many 


Z calumnies and detractions. Tremble 


to receive the God of meekneſs 
and patience into a breaſt which 


yet 
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yet heaves with indignation and rage 
againſt thoſz by whom you have 


42 
been offended | Can you dare to- 


receive Jeſus into a heart ſtil] burn- 


torn by criminal defires? into a 
heart where every evil paſſion has 
eſtabliſhed its dominion ; where the 
luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, are the 1dols 
continuaily adored? Is he to be 
ſeated among theſe idols? Ah! 
if you can deliberately offer him ſuch 
an indignity, it would require the 
thunders of God's vengeance, rather 
than my words, to bring you to a 
ſenſe of your own baſeneſs and in- 
famy. 

My brethren, if you cannot prevail 
on yourſelves to relinquiſh every cr1- 
minal purſuit, do not, I beſeech you, 
do not approach to your Saviour in 


R 3 theſe 


ing with impure love? into a heart 
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theſe days of ſpiritual joy, I know 


"FP the miſery of remaining at a diſtance 
er 


1 4 from the fountain of life: but it is 
Ur fat 4 2 5 5 

# fſti)l greater miſery, to convert it into 

_ 77. ron. 28 

| a ſource of perdition ; to change the 


bread of Angels into a deadly poilon, 


which will corrode the inmolt vitals 
of the ſoul. If you abſent your- 
ſelves from this banquet, the world 
| will point you out as men of diſor— 
hd „ JQgderly lives and conduct. But can 
i F L jr r/G ts . >, 
' + #that give you any trouble? You, 
une 2 FEES 5 
17 thay can brave the indignation c 
nec lle If ADS « 
your Creator, and bear to be objects 
of contempt and horrour to the 
whole Court of Heaven ; are you 
to be diſconcerted by the frowns and 
contempt of mortal men? Depend 
upon it, there will be more con- 
ſiſtence of character in openly taking 
your place among thoſe who are cut 
off from the ſociety of the ſervants 
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of God, till death fall place you 
among the wretched victims of his 
eternal vengeance, But no; you 
cannot bear that thought: you have 
hearts formed for virtue, formed 
for an union with the God of love. 
In his friendſhip is all your peace, 
„our comfort, and happineſs. Well 
then, my beloved, approach to Jeſus; 
come and partake of this heavenly 
fealt, this banquet of love: but, 
firſt put on the wedding garment, 
the white mantle of innocence, and 
reſolve to Carry it to the grave une 
ſported and undefiled, 

For this end, enter, as much as 
your circumſtances will permit, into 
a religious retirement. There, ſhut- 
ting out the world, and all its rumul- 


tuous ſcenes, turn your eyes inwardly 
upon yourſcives, In this Rate of 
calmneſs and compoſure ſay to your- 

R 4. ſelves; 


( 248 ) 


ſelves: «© I am now to be united * 


; 
„ with a God fo pure and holy, and : 
q 
« who ſo much deteſts iniquity, | 3 
« that, to puniſh one fin committed 
« only in thought, his indignation 
5 7 hath kindled a fire, an avenging 
er 710 ee ; 2 
| 4 14 fire, which ſhall never be cxtin— 
6 * . . , 
: a guiſhed. Can I then, with a well- 
* * 5 1 
. « grounded confidence, invite hi: 
10 . . 3 . 
| tc into this heart of mine? Its in- 
«« moſt receſſes are all open to his 
0 « view. He fees my riling affec- 
M72 CLAS 7 * 
„„ tions and paſſions: he watches the 
e 
„. 775 Ve, ſecret workings of my thoughts; 
i! N 7 4 ; / : 
5 4 no artifice can conceal them from 
„„ a Eb 
Wis / « his all-piercing eye. Is my ſoul {| 
Wl « fit to entertain him? Will he | 
find in it no profane, no impure | 
wt P70 «FP "Cf 44 2 7 
„ inhabitants? What are my pre- 
it ik TEES 8 14 . 0 
WR « vailing affections, and whither do 3 
N A | _ ? 
7, b. Ff they tend? Have I eradicated : 
1 from my heart every evil diſpoſi- . 
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*« tion? Is it ornamented witlx 
« the virtues which can render it 


« Hlealing to him? Am I prepa-. . , 
P S E (ocels The: 


© redto die? Could I be content, 
. . 1 
« after this communion, to ſhut m. 


*-, 
« eycs for ever on the earth, and © ©. 


© open them to behold the coun» 
« tenance of my ſovereign Judge?“ 
Prove yourſelves now in this man- 


ner: happy indeed, if you be ſelf- 


acquitted at the awful tribunal Leu 


conſcience, to which ] refer yo; 


lenk [a | 


SS © 


with an humble confidence; with 1 
ö Ao 4 | 


. £7 
longing deſires, and hearts over» 


flowing with gratitude, His de- 


light is to be with the children of. 


men, to incorporate them with him- 

ſelf, and in a manner deify their © 
nature, by an incomprehenſible 
union of love. Come; and you ſhall 
exchange your weakneſs for his 
ſtrength, your poverty for his abun- 


dant 
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dant treaſures : come; and you ſhall 
be exalted, ennobled: come; and you 
ſhall be called, and truly become, 
tk fons of God, 
| Comm ge AL. To a ſoul purified by repent- 
Wl 91; ARce, enlightened by faith, rejoicing 

in hope, and glowing with charity, 
how {avoury, how ſweet is this bread 
"uy of Angels! To feed on it frequently, 
Wh. is the moſt comfortable of all the ex- 
1 erciſes which Religion commands; 
the firmeſt ſupport of virtue, and 
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„the object of its molt ardent long- 
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\|| be o Het ing, This heavenly manna is the 
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jof: z ſuager of all our ſorrows, the 
ſoother of all our pains, a ſolace in 
this place of our baniſhment, the 
remedy of all our weakneſſcs, a re- 
ſource in every difficulty and want. 
05 Oh! my friends, it ſhould be our 
ik | wc, {efbict delight to partake of this di- 
WR c er vine food; we ſhould run to it wit! 
eagerneſs, with hearts warmed, pe- 
| netrated. 
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netrated, conſumed, by the flames 
of love, with a hunger and thirſt 
after this ſource of all juſtice, 
Theſe ſhould be the tcelings of a 
Chriſtian when he is about to ap- 
proach to the ſacred table; theſe 
the deſires which ſhould lead him to 
our altars. Pauſe a while here, m). 


* * 0.4 * O! 
brethren, and view your own dif- Ss 2 4 


tions now, when you are on the 
point of being united to Jeſus in 
this myſtery, When I expreſſed 
thele feelings, did I reflect back to 
you an image of your own hearts? P 
ſires, theſe Pg theſe lan? 

guiſhings of love? It is indeed a 
melancholy truth, that many Chriſ- 
titans behoid theſe days, on which 
we are commanded to receive our 
Redeemer into our breaſts, with an 


eye of diſcontent, with regret, and 
repug- 
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repugnance of heart, Theſe days 
of ſpiritual joy are to them lowering, 
gloomy days, days of mourning 
and misfortune. 

[ 
22 irs Hatlas! how exactly do they imi. 


A. "Fs tate the conduct of the Jews, as de- 
» {ſcribed in this day's Goſpel! The 
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dy OY Ora les of the Prophets, the ſacri- 
"7 4 ces preicrived by the Law, every 


remarkable event recorded in the 
Old Teſtament, announced to the 
unfaithful Jeruſalem, that her King 
and her Saviour would ſhortly come, 
and ſhow himſelf in the midſt of his 
people. F*BeZolg....preſertly, ſaid the 
laſt of the Prophets, the Lord whom 
you ſeek, and the Angel of the Teſta- 
ment, whom you deſire, ſhall come 10 
bis temple. Yet, when the day arri- 
ved on which this comfortable pre- 
diction was accompliſhed, the un- 
grateful 
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grateful city, inſtead of being tranſ- 


ported with joy, was full of trou- 


ble and conſternation, When Jeſus 


made his triumphant entry into 
Jeruſalem, the chief Prieſts, and the 
Phariſces, and far the greater part of 
the inhabitants, hearing the Hoſan- 
nas, and cries of joy raiſed by ſome 
of the populace, were agitated by a 


thouſand emotions of diſquietude 


jealouſy, grief, and fear. It might᷑ 
have been thought, that a cruel” 


tyrant had brought deſtruction and“ 


carnage to the walls of Jeruſalem; 
that its citizens were to be maſſacred, 
or led away captive; rather than 
that the Deſired of all nations, the 
Prince of Peace, had come to ſcatter 
bleſſings among his people, and 
ſave them by the effuſion of his own 


blood. Only a ſmall! number of 


ſimple and virtuous ſouls ran out of 
the 
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2 — The gates of the city to give him 
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ern! 


Velcome; and e e him in 


an innocent kind of triuraph, bear- 
ing branches of the palm-tree in thcir 
hands, and repcating loud acclama- 
tions of joy. In like manner, in 


15 
L 5 
, the Chriſtian world there are ſome, 
- ein, 
} and I truſt many, whoſe kearts beat 
| te Cc 


c rr gfterte 


7 
15 


with joy at the approach of thrir 
Saviour, who with to haſten on a 


moment when they are to be uni: 
0 . ; / 


| Earns 


My ra im: es e greater part a! 
uneaſy, troubled, amicted at his 
coming: the hong! ht of it embit:- 


all their pleaſures for a month b 

fore- hand. At length, after many 
heſitations, doubts, an! agitations, 
they prevail on themſelves to come 


[ to him: but ſtill they would not 
2 22 « LY ( 


come, did not the Church fuilniuate 
her cenſures to compel them. Great 
God! are menaces and anathemas 

nece lar; 
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neceſſary to force men to approach 1 
to thy altars! Is the greateſt feli- | 
city of a Chriſtian upon earth become 1 
now a painful duty! Is the higheſt, - 2 

privilege, the choiceſt bleſſing. the, - 2 3 
deareſt favour, which thou could c wad 
beſtow on thy ſervants—is it now. | 
become a burthen, a miſery! Oh? f 
my friends, the Church of God z 


ſhould have had no occaſion ro ute 


4 er | 


her authority, but only to prevent 105 

, . f 0 ; — 179 

the wicked from fitting down to this i 
uy 


ſacred banquet: and, behold ! ſhe 
muſt exert all her power to drag 
her children to it by force! 7-7 . 

But will Jeſus accept of ſuch urs +2 l; 
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ced homage? Will he not reject ft; 
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with juſt jadignation ? He gives ; 

himſelf, without reſerve, to a gene- 

rous, crateful, loving heart: there 

he delights to dwell ; there he diſtri- 

butes the riches of his grace with 1 
unbounded it 


12 vunbounded liberality: but he repar 
.. e coldneſs of thoſe who treat * 


lei ungcner ully, with an indifference 
which is ruinous to their happineſs, 


bl They taſte not the delicious ſweets | 


- 
—— 


in 2 22 his table: they do not become en- 


lightened by divine wiſdom, nor 
enamoured of the beauty of holi- 
neſs; their devotion ends with the 


© Mmm 


1 - , feſtival: their former paſſions are 
2 „ Ckiodled in their hearts, and burſt 
=... forth with greater violence, for ha- 
5 ving been a ſhort time reſtrained. 
| hey return to their follies and their 
„ ere, 7 Limes, comforted with the thought, 
Ul that they ſhall not be diſturbed in 
them any more till the enſuing Eaſter; 
and by ſuch a conduct, make it more 
1 66 3 probable, that in every Com- 
WAY 2 munion, inſtead of a bleſling, they 
e, have received a curſe. 


But 
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But, truſting in the divine good 
neſs, I will indulge the pleaſing 
hope, that no one in this aſſembly 
will be ſo ungrateful, ſo ungene- 
rous, as to approach to Jeſus with 
ſuch coldneſs, indifference, and re- 
juctance. No; we will each of us 


zun to meet our Redeemer with 


that eagerneſs, with thoſe ardent 


emotions, which love creates. Come, 
Imy brethren, we will ſay to him 
zuüth an humble, but firm confi— 


1 


dence: © Lord, my ſoul is not yet 


10. 5 | Ah * N. . "Sr = n 
1a fit habitation for thy 157Fn1c 


* purity; but it is the warmeit 


“ Come then, and be thou its 
„ grace and its ornament: heal 
its infirmities by thy reſtoring 
hand. In this heart of mine thou 
welt find many paſſions which 
are enemies to thy «law, and to 
Vol., II, 8 my 
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ce my happin*ſs: but thou art the 
c God of Hoſts; ariſe, therefore, 
c now, and let the enemies be put 
«© to flight: give peace to my 
« ſoul: renew my youth, as thou 
ce doſt that of the eagle: let thy 
ce blood flow through my veins, 
© and form in me thy features, thy 
c ſentiments, affections, and deſires, 
« that I may be enabled to ſay 
te with the Apoſtle, I live: now 
« not 1; but Chriſt liveth in me: to 
whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be honour, praiſe, and 
glory, for ever and ever. 
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the humiliations, pains, and agonies, 
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SERMON XXIII. 
GOOD FRIDAY. 


'On the Sufferings and Death of Jeſus, 
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Ub, all ye that paſs by the way, 
attend, and ſee if there be 


any ſorrow like to my ſorrow. 
Lament. i. 12. 


; My brethren, a melancholy ſpec- 


2 tacle has this day aſſembled us toge- 
ther. 


We are come to contemplate 
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of the Lord of glory; the death c 
the Author of life: to behold that 


countenance ſmeared with blood, 
and disfigured with bruiſes, on which 
the bleſſcd Angels, and all the Court 
of heaven, delight to look: to 
ſee thoſe eyes which illumined 
the world, ſulfuſed with grief, and 
eclipſed in death: to fee the Re- 
deemer of the world murdered by; 
his own creatures, and by thoſe ver: 
creatures for whom he ſpilt hi. 
blood. 

Faint and imperfect would be all 
language which ſhould attempt :9 
deſcribe the horrid tranſactions ot 
this day, and to paint out, in true 
colours, this ſcene of barbatity, 
cruel injuſtice, and baſeſt ingrati- 
tude, When your piety conſidets, 
with fixed attention, the 1gnominy; 
the tortures, the agonies, to Which 
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Jeſus ſubmitted on the laſt day of 
kis life, the tear ſteals from your 
eves; forrow and anguiſh heave 
your breaſts, But the reflection 


that all this was ſuffered for you; 


that you were the objects which 
your Redeemer had in view when 
expiring on the croſs—ah! if you 
are not callous to every generous 
feeling, this thought muſt raiſe in 
your hearts emotions too big to be 
expreſſed. 

However, my friends, I-come not 
on this day to invite you only to 
weep over your dying Saviour : vain 
would be my miniſtry if that were 


the ſole object of it; and vain and. 


fruitleſs would be your tears. In- 
deed, if we view the laſt hours of 
our Redeemer's mortal life with 
the eye of faith, though they were 
bitter and excruciating, we ſhall 
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find them to have been the hours ct 
his victory, his triumph, and glory, 
and the hours of our glory and 
triumph likewiſe. The hour of 
the death of Jeſus was the moi: 
important of all hours ſince time 
had begun to run; and the mos. 
pregnant with bleſſings to mankind 
it was the hour in which ſin, the 
only real evil which man has to 
dread, was atoned for, and expiated; 
the hour in which death was ſtripped 
of all its terrours, and the princes 
of darkneſs were diſpoſſeſſed of their 
uſurped dominion, and bound in 
eternal chains; the hour in which 
Jeſus received dominion and power 
over all the earth, to rule the wicked 
with a rod of iron, and the juſt wit! 
a ſceptre of clemency and love: 
it was the hour in which vice and 
errour were led captive, and Trutk 

eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed her beneficent ſway over” 
the children of men; the hour when 

the eternal gates of heaven, ſo long 

ſhut againſt us, were thrown open, 

2nd we were allowed free acceſs to 

the ſource of life, immortality, and 
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endleſs felicity. Such were the 
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triumphs, and ſuch the glories, of - 
this hour, From Mount Calvary, 
from that ignominious croſs, Jeſus 
points out to us a clear and certain 
proſpect into the everlaſting man- 
ſions of bliſs: and, with that noble 
view before us, our hearts beat with 
exultation; we are raiſed above the 
condition of our nature; we can 
trample contemptuouſly on the 
grave, and ſay, with conſcious tri- 
umph: O Death! where is thy fling ? 
Grave, where is thy victory? 

Why therefore, my brethren, 
does the Church of Chriſt invite us, 
84 one 
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on this day, to contemplate the ago- 
nies of her divine Spouſe ? Why 
is this mournful ſpectacle exhibirec 
before us? It is not that we may 
give him our tears—he aſks them 
not—but that we may give him 
our hearts; that from the view of 
his ſufferings we may draw that true 
wiſdom, and imbibe thoſe virtuous 
diſpoſitions, which will render lis 
victory our own, and cauſe us to 
rejoice in his triumphs throughout 
eternity. Yes, my friends, Jeſus 
on the croſs not only ſatisfies fc: 
our crimes, but opens a ſchool of 
wiſdom, and teaches, with a force 


and eloquence never to be equalled, 


the moſt exalted and heroic virtue. 


It is not therefore my preſent in- 
tention to recount to you the hi- 
ſtory of all that paſſed on this day 
of diſtreſs and blood: the ſacred 
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Penmen; whoſe writings you have 
'n your hands, have done 1t; and 
with that noble ſimplicity which 1s 
ever the characteriſtic of truth, and 
peaks to the heart more feelingly 
than the moſt impaſſioned declama- 
tion, But I entreat you to draw 
near with me to the foot ot the croſs, 
and there, ſtanding under the ſhade 
of your beloved, to open your eyes 
to receive the rajs of truth and 
heavenly wiſdom, which, from that 
croſs, beam upon the world; and 


to yield your hearts to the tender 


impreſſions which Jeſus, from the 
crols, ſhall make upon them. Come, 
and learn of Jeſus to form a juſt 


idea of the evil which is found in 
fin: come, and learn with what eye 
you ought to view all the glories, 


and all the miſeries, of this life: 


come, and you ſhall behold the ex- 


cc ſs 


6 


ceſs of his love for you, and be made 
ſenſible how great is the return of 
affection and gratitude which vou 
are bound to make to him. 

Such is my deſign: to ſhow von, 
in the firſt ; lace, Jeſus, in his paſ— 
ſion, convineing the world of the 
enormity of ſin: ſecondly; Jeſus, 
the model of patient ſuffering : 
thirdly ; Jeſus, a victim of the mo! 
generous and diſintereſted love. 7 
need not aikc for your attention: 
ſurely, you will not refuſe to lifter 
to the inſtructions and conſolations 
which your Lord gives you with 
his dying breath. Only do thou, 
divine Saviour, ſhed the influence 
of thy all- powerful grace on my 
worde, and on the hearts of all tha: 
hear them; that the laſt truths and 
virtues which thou teacheſt, may be 
deeply fixed in our remembrance, 

and 
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and become in us a ſource of eter- 
nal life. 

I. Sin being a violation of the law 
of God, an oppoſition to his adora- 
ble will, and an act of rebellion 
againſt his infinite mazeſty, muſt 
neceſſarily deſerve to be puniſhed : 
and a Being who is juſt, wile, good, 
and holy, cannot, conſiſtently with 
thoſe perfections, ſuffer the ſinner 
to eſcape with impunity. His 
olory demands that he ſhould re- 
venge the outrage offered to him 
by his rebellious creature: his 
wiſdom muſt dictate, that it is be- 
coming to reſtore that order which 
the ſinner breaks through by his 
tranſgreſſion: even his goodneſs 
urges him to reſtrain, by ſalutary 
puniſhments, crimes which indul- 
gence would only increaſe; and 
als unſpotted purity and fanctity 
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muſt engage him to withdraw hi; 


favour and protection from a ſou! 
Which is ſullied with iniquity, and 
render it miſerable by retiring from 
it, and leaving it to its own cor— 
ruption. 

But, if fin muſt be puniſhed, the 
order of juſtice certainly requires 
that it be puniſhed in him who com- 
mits it. Why ſhould another be 
ſubſtituted to ſuffer in the ſinner”; 
place? Why 1s an innocent victim 
made to feel the weight of tha: 
indignation which ſhould fall only 
on the head of the culprit ? 

Why !—Ah, my brethren, in this 
appointment of the divine wiſdom 
you may diſcover the enormity of 
fin. Jeſus is charged with the ſins 
of the world; is made a victim of 
malediction; expires in the moſt 
excruciating tortures ; becauſe the 

malice 


8 . * 7 £ 
1 FA 3 8 "= 4 ; TY - 
a . WAL ad [7 e E EA 6 


( 269 ) 


malice of fin is ſo aggravated, that 
no puniſhment inflicted on any mere 


creature could ever be adequate 
to it: for, Can man be compared with 


Cod? The malice of fin is in ſome 


ſenſe infinite; becauſe it is an inſult 
offered to an infinite Being. There- 
fore, not all the virtues, the Jabours, 
the tears, and ſufferings, cf men and 
angels, can ever expiate the guilt 
of one ſin; ſince all theſe united 
together would yet be finite, li- 
mited, imperfect. It was neceſſary 
therefore, that a victim of far greater 
value ſhould be ſubſtituted in our 
place. The earth, and even the 
whole creation, could furniſh nothing 


capable of appealing the wrath of 
God, and reconciling him to his 


creatures. The Heavens there- 


fore were opened, and ſent down 
the Juſt, the Holy one, the eternal 
Son 


* Job, xxii. 
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Son of theMoſt High; a God-man; 

a man te be capable of ſuffering, 
and a God to give dignity and 
value to his ſufferings. 

Have you, my friends, ever yet 
formed this true conception of the 
enormous malice of fin? Did you, 
when you ſo eaſily conſented to com- 
mit it, that you might gratify an 
impure appetite, that you might 
taſte a vain and fleeting ſatisfac- 
tion, that you might ſecure a pal- 
try intereſt—did you reflect, that 
you were about to do an action of 
ſuch aggravated malice that the 
labours of the whole creation could 
never atone for it? that you were 
about to crucify again the Lord of 


Glory to call for his blood to be 


Tpilt to expiate that guilt which 


nothing elſe can expiate? Ah! no; 
Jou ſurely did not; you could not 


think 


1 


think on what you were about. If 


you had, it would have been impoſ- 
ſible for you ever to conſent to ſuch 
baſeneſs. 

But it is our misfortune to be 
wholly ſwayed by ſenſible objects. 
We are little moved at the ſight of 
thoſe evils which only affect ous 
immortal ſouls: the idea of loſing 
the friendſhip of God, and of being 
eternally ſeparated from him, excites 
Iittle terrour in our hearts, becauſe 
theſe objects ſtrike not our ſenſes. 
We are terrified indeed, when we 
look into that abyſs of woe, into 
that eternity of torments, which is 
prepared for the ſinner: but the 
infamy, the baſeneſs, the malice of a 
ſinful action, gives us but little con- 
cern. We are ſometimes inclined 
to think, that the puniſhments in- 
ficted for ſin ſurpaſs the offence, 


and 
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zac hat God is too ſevere in pu— 
niſhing the crime of a moment 
with miferies which know no «nd. 
Sin, Which effaces in us the image 
of God, which imprints a ſtain 
that only the blood of Jeſus can 
waſh away, which ſtamps on our 
fouls the marks of eternal reproba- 
don, we excuſe as a weakneſs, 2 
| natural propenſity, an infirmity, 
vhich is very pardonable, and which, 
conſidering our paſſions, tempra- 
tions, and circumſtances, we can- 
pot avoid. 

Ah! my. brethren, when you are 
again tempted to ſin, caſt your cyes 
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©:: that crucifix: behold the blood 
wich” ſtreams from thoſe wounds: 
think who it is who there hangs 
before you; whoſe hands and feet 
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are thus pierced: reflect, that it is 
the beloved Son of the Almighty 
King 
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King of heaven and earth, and that 
vour crimes have reduced him to 
that ſtare of infamy, anguiſh, and 
torture. Reflect, that by the fin 
to which you are about to conſent, 
you make a freſh wound, you ſtab 
him again who bleeds to ſave you. 
Think on this, and you will not 
dare to proceed: a chilling horrour 
will freeze your blood and fpirits : 
the ungratctul, the perfidious hand 
which is raiſed up againſt him, will 
fall lifeleſs by your lide: you will 
caſt yourſelves at his feet; you will 
embrace them with foods of tears: 
you will detelt yourſelves for having 
harboured the thought of offending 
your Redeemer, and vow to him, 
from that moment, eternal allegiance 
and fidelity, 

This conſideration alone may 
ſuffice to give you a horrour of fin, 
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and to arm you agaialt every temp- 
tation, But, if you with to tre ſtil! 
more clearly, not only the malice 
and baſeneſs of fin in itſelf, but 
likewiſe how ſenſibly you ſhould be 
affected at the view of your pail 


tranſgreſſions, go with your Saviour 
in ſpirit into the garden of Gethſe- 
mani, and obſerve the agonies of his 
ſoul. There he began, ſays the Go- 
ſpel, zo grow ſorrotoful, and to be fad, 
And he faid to his Diſciples: My 
| foul is ſorrotoful even unto acath + ſtay 
| you here, aud watch with ne. And v2 


fell upon his face, praying: Ob, my i 
| Father, if it is poſſible, let this chalice | 
| paſs from me. But yet not wy will, out | 


thine be dane. Thrice he repeated 

this prayer; and his ſweat became 48 ; 

drops of blood Irickling doton upon the 1 
| ground, 
Whence 
Mat. xxvi. + Luke x73, £ 


MU” <xWD U —ò—ww-—!  --4ooaw 


” A—O_  —— 7 ¾ 22 ˙ 4 


= « — 


(1 7 


Whence this conflict? Whence 
could proceed this unparalleled 
anguiſh and torture of ſoul? Was 
it the image of the ſufferings which 
he was ſhortly to undergo, that ter- 
rified his ſoul, and cauſed that 
bloody ſweat? No, certainly, He 
had embraced thoſe {ufferings; he 
came down from heaven to ſuffer. 
In the volume of the book it was 
written of him, that his ſacrifice 
ſhould take place of all the bloody 
ſacrifices of the law: and he had 
from all eternity ſubmitted to the 
divine ordinance. * O my God, ſaid 
he, 1 have deſired it, and thy law in the 
midſt of my heart. 

Whence therefore, divine Tefus, 
whence this reluctance, this grief, 
this agony? Ah! in that moment 
of diſtreſs, my brethren, his enlight- 

1 ened 
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12 
ened mind had before it a clear and | 
diſtinct view of the fins of the whole 1 
world, the crimes which had been 
committed; the iniquities which 
were then perpetrating ; and thoſe 
which, in after-times, would be the 
deſtruction of thoſe ſouls for whom 
he was about to ſacrifice his life, 
He had then -before his eyes all che 
crimes and enormities which have 
deluged the face of the carth: all 
the train of black and ſhameful 
| paſſions which proceed from the 
| | heart of man, and all their fatal con- 
LN} ſequences, were then preſent to his 


F view; blindneſs, death, malediction, | 
| | eternal miſery. Your ſins and mine, 
Wl my beloved, were then diſplayed 


before him in all their deformity. 
He read the hiſtory of the life of 
each individual in this aſſembly; 
all our tranſgreſſions, from that fatal 7 
moment 
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moment when firſt we ſullied the 
white robe of innocence, till this 
hour: none of our fins and infide— 
lities eſcaped him. 

He ſaw thoſe luſtſul defires, thoſe 
criminal and impure paTions, which 
defiled your youth, and have infected 
the whole courle of your lives. He 
ſaw that avarice, thoſe frauds and 
injuſtices, by which you would ſeek 
to amals riches, in order to feed 
your vanity, and facrifice to the 
pomps of the devil. He heard thoſe 
horrid imprecations and blaſphemies 
which you have ſo often uttered ; 
thoſe impious profanations of his 
adorable name, and that of his eter- 
nal Father, He beheld that intem- 
perance and drunkenneſs by which 
men would ſo often extinguiſh the 
light of reaſon, and give their ſouls 
an caly prey to every enemy who 

1 3 ſhould 


6 


ſhould aſſail them in thoſe unguard- 
ed moments. He ſaw the manifold 
graces which his blood was to pur- 
chaſe rendered fruitleſs in many, and 
rejected with every mark of ingrati- 
tude; his inſpirations diſregarded ; 
his admonitions deſpiſed ; your 
youth, your health, your ſtrength, 
your abilities, your poſſeſſions, your 
ſenſes, the powers and faculties of 
your ſouls which he ſo bountifully 
beſtowed upon you, all abuſed, and 
made the occaſions and inſtruments 
of your crimes. 

His eye then penetrated the intri- 
cate folds of your conſciences, the 
ſecrets of your hearts, into which 
you yourſelves, even in theſe days of 
ſalvation, when you are called upon 
to lay all your ſins and miſeries at his 
feet in the tribunal of penance, are 
afraid to look, He beheld your 


ſouls 


a), 


fouls in the condition in which they 
are, perhaps, at this moment, torn 
by remorſe of conſcience, wearied 
with the purſuit of iniquity, and yet 
without ſufficient courage to break 
their chains, and declare themſelves, 
once for all, his faithful ſervants. 
He ſaw perhaps, that ſome of my 
preſent hearers, though touched 
with that ſenſe of the enormity of 
fin which his paſſion muſt inſpire, 
will ſtill refuſe to ſacrifice their ſinful 
attachments; and yet, out of cuſtom, 
to fave appearances, from human 


reſpects, to keep up their character, 


or ſome ſuch unworthy motive, will 
dare to approach to the ſacred 
myſteries; and, receiving him into 
a heart which is the habitation of 
filth and uncleanneſs, will fill up 
the meaſure of their iniquities. 
Alas! perhaps he ſaw that ſome here 
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Preſent will put off even the though: 
of their reconciliation with him, till 
the hour of death, when their forced 
ſighs and tears will be diſregarded 
by heaven ; and, if the Miniſter of 
God is then called to their aſſiſtance, 
will make the laſt action of their 
lives an unworthy communion, and 
launch into eternity, prepared for 
that awful event, by having eat and 


drunk their own damnation. 


Theſe were the horrours which 
aſſailed the ſoul of Jeſus in his agony 
in the garden. Under this load of 
iniquity he bowed his ſacred head, 
and ſunk to the ground. And you, 
my brethren, are you inſenſible to 
your own diſtreſſes, the ſight of which 
makes the blood of Jeſus run trick- 
ling down from every pore? Oh 
you, that behold your Saviour in 
this lamentable ſituation, open your 

eyes 


. 


eyes to diſcover what an evil yon 


have done when you ſinned againſt 
your God. See, in his anguiſh, an 
image of that grief which ſhould 
rend your hearts, when at this ſolemn 
time you approach to the throne of 
grice. Jeſus is the mode] of true pe- 
nicents: and yet, while this innocent 
lamb of God is thus tortured for our 
ſins, the criminals themſelves look on 
them with dry eyes, and with hearts 
at caſe, They are more affected by 
the confuſion which attends an hum- 
ble confeſſion, than by the malice 
and multitude of the crimes they 


confeſs. The Miniſter of Chriſt, 


whole office on ſuch occaſions ſhould 
be that of a conſoling angel, to af- 
ſuage the ſorrows of the ſinners 
hearts, to raiſe their dejected minds, 
to wipe away their tears, to mode- 
rate the tranſports of their grief, 
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on the contrary, is conſtrained to 
employ all the unction of the Sa- 


cred Writings, that he may extort 


from them ſome feeble ſentiments 


| of compunction. He muſt diſpute 


with them : he mult entreat them: 
he muſt make ule of artifice to in- 
inuate himſelf into their confidence: 
he mult even relax ſomewhat of the 
ſeverity of God's law, to bring 
them to a ſenſe of their duty: and, 
ould he inſiſt on their flying from 
thoſe places, thoſe objects, that cor-- 
pany, thoſe occaſions, which have 
proved fatal to their innocence, they 
reſiſt, they complain, they accu:z 


him of harſhneſs, of ill-timed ſeve-— 
rity, and of overwhelming ſouls 
with deſpair. Great God! is it thus 
thy wrath is appeaſed? Are theſe 


the marks of true compunction ? 


theſe the fruits of the grace of 


repentance * 


repentance? Indeed, my brethren, 
a ſoul which with Jeſus ſees the evil 
of ſin in the light of God, like Jeſus 
is ſorrowful even unto death. A 
ſoul which contemplates that juſt 
ſeverity which the eternal Father 
hath exerciſed on his beloved Son 
for the crimes of men, inſtead of 
wiſhing to be freed from the labours 
of repentance, deſires above all 
things to feel at leaſt ſome of his 
pains; dehres earneſtly to ſuffer, 
that ſhe may expiate her paſt infide- 
lities. We will now proceed to 
conſider Jeſus in his paſſion, as the 
model of patient ſuffering. 

II. If we ſurvey the lives and 
actions of the philoſophers, the 
legiſlators, the heroes, and all the 
ſhining characters whoſe great 


achievements are recorded in the hi- 


ſtoric page, and embelliſh the annals 
of 
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of human tranſattions ; if we view 


the moſt illuſtrious of them in their 
laſt moments, or in any trying ſcene, 
in none ſhall we find that heroic 
fortitude, that magnanimity, that 
generous courage, which are dil- 


played in the ſufferings of Jeſus. 


-What greatneſs of ſoul did he ſhow 
forth in all his words and actions 
on that occaſion! His ſoul was not 
to be overcome by proſpects of diſ- 


treſs. It is diſtreſs which ennobles 
every great character; and diſtreſs was 
to glorify the Son of God. The 


hall in which he was expoſed to the 


brutal inſolence of the ſoldiers, the 
court of Herod, the tribunal of Pi- 
Jate, the hill of Calvary, were al! 
ſo many theatres prepared for his 
exhibiting, in perfection, all the vir- 
tues of a conſtant and patient mind. 
From the moment he was firſt led 

ſorth 
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forth to ſuffer, to the laſt of his 
life, we behold him in poſſeſſion of 
the ſame temper of ſoul, the ſame 
gentle and benevolent ſpirit, Du- 
ring the long and painful approaches 
of a cruel death, no upbraidings, no 
complaints eſcaped from his lips; 
he betrayed no ſymptom of a weak 
or diſcompoſcd mind. With a pa- 
tience and generoſity beyond exam- 
ple, he ſpent his laſt moments in 
prayers, and even apologies, for 
thoſe who were ſhedding his blood. 
Truly, he was % d as a ſheep to the 
Slaughter ; and as a lamb before his 
Hearer he opened not his mouth. 
This meekneſs and calm reſignation 
diſarmed the cruelty of the moſt 
implacable among his enemies, and 
ſubdued and melted the moſt hard- 
ened hearts, The judge, who, to 
gratify 
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gratify the multitude, paſſed ſen- 
tence upon him, publickly atteſted 
his innocence. The Roman Cen- 
turion, who preſided at his execu- 
tion, *glorified God, and could not for- 
bear crying out: Indeed this was a 
| juſt man; Findeed this was the Son of 
| God, The malefactor who was cru- 
cified at his fide, addreſſed him as 
his King, and implored his favour, 
I Even the crowd of ſpectators who 
ff had brutally aſſembled together to 
| Iſt inſult and ridicule him, returned 
ll home ſtriking their breaſts, 

WAR By ſuffering Jeſus diſcovers to his 
Diſciples, that the path which leads 
to victory and glory, is through at- 
fictions and tribulations, By re- 
Ml! nouncing all temporal enjoyments 
14 and delights, by chooſing to be hum- 
8100 bled and deſpiſed, he cures us of all 


intemperate 
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intemperate fondneſs for worldly 
advantages, and has thrown a dark 
ſhade over all the pomps and vani- 
ties of life. Sufferings are the in- 
heritance which he hath bequeathed 
ro his followers. Carrying his croſs 
this day through the ſtreets of Jeru- 
lalem, he invites all who aſpire to 
be united to him in glory, to walk 
in his footſteps, weeping, ſuffering, 
and carrying their croſſes. If any 
man, ſaith he, ci come after me, let 
him dei himſelf, and take up his croſs- 
daily, and follow me. 

The croſſes which we muſt carry, 
are the evils to which this mortal 
life is unavoidably expoſed, and 
the pain which reſults from mortify- 
ing our paſſions, and ſubjecting them 
to the control of reaſon and religion. 
If we refuſe to ſubmit our ſhoulders 
to the croſs, yet, my brethren, we 

muſt 
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muſt ſtill carry a croſs, and a heavy 
one too. Sufferings are the portion 
of humanity in this ſtate of proba- 
tion: and by throwing off the yoke 
of Jeſus we become enflaved and 
tyrannized over by the world and our 
own paſſions. The children of this 


world bear a heavy yoke, the yoke 


of their own pride, ambition, vanity, 
ſenſuality, the yoke of the princes 
of darkneſs. The joy and pleaſure 
which plays on the countenance of 
the moſt fortunate among ſinners, 
is frequently only aſſumed to con- 
ceal an aching heart, a ſoul ſtung 
with anguiſh, and torn by the pangs 
of a wounded conſcience. Ah! the 
croſs which you have to carry in the 
practice of virtue, in the ſervice of 
your Creator, in fecuring an eter- 
nity of eaſe and delight, is leſs heavy, 


leis painful, than theirs. And will 
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you reject it, to embrace ſufferings 
which are but the prelude to diſtreſſes 


that ſhall never end? The ſuffers 
ings we undergo in the cauſe of God, 
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bring with them their own conſo- 
lation. Can you then be afraid of 
them? Suffer we muſt, whether 
we ſerve this world, or make our- 
. ſelves followers of Jeſus. Which 


then ſhould we chooſe? Oh! my 
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friends, ſuffer for and with Jeſus: 
ſuffer for him who bleeds fo plenti- 
fully for you at every vein, Your 
trouble will be leſs: but how dif- 
ferent the conſequence in a future 
life! 

With regard to all the accidents 
of this life, in the hour of anguiſh 
and diſtreſs look up to Jeſus hanging 
on the croſs, and be comforted. 

. Have you been unjuſtly ſtripped of 


your property and poſſeſſions, robbed 
VorL. II. U of 


( 259 ) 
| i of the fruits of your honeſt induſtry? 
Cait your eyes on Jeſus: behold 
him to whom belongs he cart and 
the fullaeſs thereof, ſtripped of all,, 
and degraded below the condition 
of the vileſt ſlave. The calum- 
niating and malicious tongues of 
men have blackened your reputation 
and ruined your character. Liſten 
to the foul and baſe afperſions caſt 
by the inſulting multitude on the 
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| i | ſource of innocence and unſpotted 
| j ! | virtue, and let your complaints be 
il | from that moment forever huſhed. 
| | 1 You are poor and indigent ; hardly 
| 0 by painful efforts can you provide | 
| | l a pitiful ſubſiſtence; and therefore 
160 the world frowns upon you. Be 
| Will comforted, Chriſtian brother ; Jeſus 

Will! hath ennobled vour poverty by 
| Wit 1 making it his own: you wear the 
Ii badge of his friends: your ſtate is 
| iſ! that 
10 


„ 


chat which he choſe for himſelf, and 
may, if you plcaſe, be made a ſource 
of pureſt joys. Remember that vir- 
tue gilds the humbleſt roof: where- 
ever virtue dwells, there peace, con- 
tent, and every pleaſure fix their 
abode. 

In a word: in all the various 
events of life, whether adverſe or 
proſperous, the view of the obje& 
before us on this day will preſerve 
in you that temper of mind which 
becomes one who aſpires to im- 
mortality. Jeſus on the croſs quells 
the pride of high birth, of wealth, 
orandeur, and proſperity, by diſco—- 
vering the falſe glare and deceitful 
brilliance of thoſe objects which 
feed and ſupport it; and difarms 
adverſity of its ſting: for, while 
we keep his image belore our eyes, 
we may indeed feel the pains of di- 

9 ſtreſs, 
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ſtreſs, but ſhall never be wounded 
by it in the heart. 

III. I have not words, my brethren, 
to deſeribg to you that exceſs of 
love for man, which Jeſus manifeſts 
in his paſſion and death. It ſhould 
be the third conſideration offered 
to your pious attention. But what 
can I ſay cqual to ſuch a theme? 
Or rather, what need I ſay? Every 
circumſtance of his laſt moments 
ſpeaks more eloquently than any 
Janguage can attempt, that the death 
of Jeſus was a ſacrifice of the mol! 
pure, generous, diſintereſted love, 
Having loved bis own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. 
Like a tender parent, whoſe ſond 
affection for his offspring is re- 
doubled when lying on the bed of 
Leath, he 15 about to bid them fare- 

WEL 
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well for ever. The laſt effort of his 
expiring ſoul is an expreſſion of 
love for us: the violence of his ene— 
mies could not have prevailed againit 
him, had not his love for us ſuffered 
them to proceed. That love which 
hurnt in his heart, was the fre that 
19hted the funeral pile on which he 
was conſumed. 

The moment that Jeſus declares 
all is conſummated, bows down his 


mt 
* 


ſacred head and expires, is a moment 
diſtinguiſhed by wonders on earth, 
and wonders in heaven. All nature 
ſcems to feel a pang of grief: the 
ſun withdraws his beams; and an 
awful gloom ocr{jreads the face 
of the carth: the rocks are ſplit 
aluncer ; the tombs give up their 
dead; the whole creation is in diſ- 
order and trouble. But while we 


Rand amidſt theſe ſtupendous pro- 
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digiee, the prodigy which moſt claims 
our adiniration, is Jeſus expiring on 
the croſs, and propoſing to himſolf 
no other recompence for all his tor- 
ments, but our ſal vation. Oh, look 
on him, my beloved, look on him, 
and pour forth your whole ſouls 
before him with gratitude and love. 
See, he dies your Redeemer! He 
dies in your place! He dies tha: 
you may not die ceternaily! He 
dies for love of you! He dies that 
you may love him! Oh! can you 
now put any limits to your ten der- 
neſs, your gratitude, your love for 
him! Will you not acknowledge 
that you deſerve to he accurſed, if 
you love not Jeſus crucified! 

You, juſt and faithful fouls, whoſe 
innocent lives give you a full con- 
fidence that you are his friends and 
favourites, you love him; your 

whols 
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le hives are a ſacriſice of love; 
vou weep over his ſufferings: but 
your tears are not the only tribute 
which you pay to him; he poſſeſſes 
your hearts, and all their affections. 
Let the rellections then which we 
have this day made, animate you 
to perſeverance in deending his in- 
tereſls, and exalting his glory. Let 
the leſſons he gives you, in all the 
circuinitances of his cruel ſufferings 
and death, lead you on, from virtue 
to virtue, to the plenitucle of charity, 
perfection, and bliſs. 

And you, among my preſent hear- 
ers, who are ſtill his enemies, ſtill 
laves to ſome criminal paſſion, 
you, by coming here this day to 
liſten to the fad lory of hiszMiRions, 
ſeem to intereſt yourſelves ſomewhat 
in his cauſe. But he addreſſes him- 
ſelf io you, as he did to the women 

v4 who, 
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who, when he carried his croſs 
through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, 
followed him, bewailing his diſtreſs: 
Daughters of Feruſalem, weep not over 
me; but weep for yourſelves, and for 


your children: repreſs your grief for 


my ſufferings, and weep over the 
lamentable condition of your own 
ſouls: be melted with ſorrow at the 


view of the eternal miſeries which 


await you. I, by dying, ſhall tri— 


umph over death. But you—will 
you ever triumph over that love of 
the world, thoſe ſenſual appetites, 
thoſe injuſtices, thoſe uncleanneſſes, 
which have ſo long given death to 
your ſouls? I ſhall riſe victorious 
from the tomb, never to dic, or 
ſuffer again. But, at the time of 
my reſurrection, will you ariſe from 
the deathful lethargy of fin? from 
thoſe criminal and inveterate habits 
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in which your poor ſouls have been 
ſo long buried? It will not be dif- 
ficult to me to break theſe chains by 
which I am now bound, and wit! 
them to lead the whole world in 
captivity after the glorious ſtandard 
of my crois. But thole Chains which 
bind your hearts, and hold them in 
lavery under the Princes of dark- 
nels; thoſe chains to which every 
unlawſul appetite that you indulge 
adds a new link; will you now break 
them in theſe days of jubilation and 
triumph? Will you now lay ai 
your iniquities at the foot of my 
croſs, to be waſhed away by my 
blood ? Weep not over me; but weep 
for yourſelves, and for your children. 

Yes, my beloved, weep over your- 


ſelves ; and then Jeſus will quickly 


dry up your tears, and turn your 
ſorrows into joy, What is it that 
can 
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e can make you heſitate? Do ya 

Wo 

| 1 fear leſt, after ſo many years con- 
| ſumed in iniquity, he ſhould refuſe 


1000 to receive you? Oh! my friends, 
Nil this is the day of mercies. The mo- 
ment in which Jeſus expires, 1s vour 
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| ij i moment. His laſt ſighs are given 
| to your falvation : he ſtretches out 
I li thoſe arms to receive you to his em- 
| | il braces : he bows his head to give 
Wi hi" you the kiſs of peace: his dying 
| | h eyes, almoſt extinguiſhed, cait a 
| if i glance of pity and mercy upon you, 
WK! Run then to him: dread not his 
11 i vengeance on this day of clemency. 
1 Where can his thunders fal!? All is 
| | il covered over, is ſhielded, by his own 
| 1 blood. 
109 Come then, we will haſten with 
Ih | confidence to the throne of grace, 
100 that we may obtain the remedy tor 
tl t all our infirmities, and be enrichedk 
| 1 i Witt 
| if 
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with every precious gift. Divine 
Jeſus, illuſtrious Conqueror of death 
and hell, thou haſt declared, that 
when lifted up from the earth, thou 
wouldſt draw all things to thyſelf. 

h! draw me now, and draw all this 
aſſembly to thee ; but, let it be by 
the bands of love, Give us to par- 
take of thy victory: ſuffer us to 
walk in thy triumph; not as ene- 
mies, loaden with chains, and ſhortly 
to be conſigned to pun.ſhment ; but 
as friends and aſſociates, ſinging, with 
loud exultation, Hoſanna to the Son 
of David; and chanting thoſe Alle- 
luias of jubilation and praiſe, which 
we hope to ſing in thy kingdom, 
together with the bleſſed angels, for 
all eternity. 
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ER MON XXIV. 
EASTER SUNDAY. 


On the Reſurrection of Jeſus. 


Be not ajjrighted; you fees Feſus 
of Nazareth, who was cruciyued * 
he is riſen, he is not here; behold 


the place where they laid him, 
Mark, xvi. 6. 


HA i, riſen, he is not here! What 
a contraſt between the ideas ex- 
preſſed by theſe words, and the ideas 
conveyed by the inſcriptions gene- 
rally engraven on the tombs of men! 
However 


However great and powerful they 


4 


may have been upon the earth; how 
much ſoever they may have blazed 3 
forth in the world; if we read the 
epitaphs on the ſuperb monuments 
which human vanity has erected to, 
| Tee 
their memories, to what does the 
5 . | 
whole amount? Why, to this pit 2 
1 eee. e 
ful tale: Here are depoſited the +- 7 - few 4 
. a 4- © © 8 
remains of a hero, a conqueror, a * 4 
. | 0 ant 21 
ſtateſman, a perſonage efteemed, ,, „5 
admired, careſſed, and envied by fg 
his contemporaries: here he lies, 
under this pile of ſtones, mingled 
with the duſt of the earth; nor can 
all his power and grandeur raiſe him 
out of this grave, in which he moul- 
Gers away and conſumes. „ 
1 ELD k „ TIE 
Not. ſo did Jeſus remain in che 
grave. Scarcely is he incloſed in 
the boſom of the earth, but, before 


ese days have clapled, he breaks 


the 


SER MO N XXIV. 
EASTER SUNDAY. 


On the Reſurrection of Jeſus. 


Be not aſjrighted; you fees Feſus 
of Nazareth, who was crucyied : 
he is riſen, he is not here; behold 


the place where they laid him, 
Mark, XV1. 6. 


2 E is riſen, he is not here! What 
a contraſt between the ideas ex- 
preſſed by theſe words, and the ideas 
conveyed by the inſcriptions gene- 
rally engraven on the tombs of men! 

However 
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However great and powerful they 
may have been upon the earth; how 
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much ſoever they may have blazed 
forth in the world; if we read the 
epitaphs on the ſuperb monuments _ 1 
which human vanity has erected to, - ; 
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their memories, to what does the " 
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whole amount? Why, to this piti-* $68 
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ful tale: Here are depoſited the 7 77 1 
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remains of a hero, a conqueror, a * i 
an 2 1 

$4128 a perſonage efteemed, | 9 
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admired, careſſed, and envied by* 4 


his — — here he lies, 
under this pile of ſtones, mingled 
with the duſt of the earth; nor can 
all his power and grandeur raile him 
out of this grave, in which he moul- 

Gers away and conſumes, ITT, 

Not ſo did Jeſus remain in the 

grave. Scarcely is he incloſed in 
the boſom of the earth, but, before 
thrce days have clapſcd, he breaks 
the 
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the ſtrong bands of death, and comes 
forth from the tomb a mighty con- 


f , / 


E een bearing trophies of victory 
Aon 414 of his hands, and with his brows 
encircled with a diadem of glory. 
The devour women, who had haſ- 


tened to his ſepulchre to pay him the 


their love, are told, to their inex- 
preſſible aſtoniſhment, He is riſen, he 
, eis not bere! While the glory of che 
great- ones of the earth is totally ex- 
> - tinguiſhed in the grave, it is in the 
Eee Frave that the glory of Jeſus ſhines 
95 Goh in all its effulgence. When 
reduced to the utmoſt extremity of 
weakneſs, he exerts divine power: 
when claſped in the cold arms of 
death, he clothes himſelf with life 

| and immortality, 
Such is the myſtery which this day 


excites our devoiion, The triumph 
of 


laſt duties, the laſt teſtimonies of 
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of Jeſus over death, which has tuned 
the harps of the celeſtial choirs, and,» - 2 


made the bright manſions of bliſs ? | 
reſound with canticles of joy , Invites — . p 7 . 
the Church militant, invites us who „ : # 
vet dwell in this place of baniſhS* 7 
ment, this vale of troubles, to join | 
our notes with theirs, and chant our 1 
Hallelulahs and ſongs of jubilation | 
to the Lamb who was flain, and who «c,}-,... /- A 
lives ; who hath redeemed us to God, - |, e 
in his blood, out of every tribe, and 2 
tongue, and people, and nation. „ 
Oh! join in this common joy, you | 1 


that have riſen with Jeſus: you who-- . 
Free + > Ry” 1 


have deſtroyed ſin, which is the ſeed, ..-, 
of temporal and eternal death; Join i 
in this joy: the victories which Jeſus 
hath gained are your victories; yours 
are his triumphs. But you, alas! 
who have not riſen, who are {till 
buried in iniquities ; you—but no: 

I will 
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T'will not ſuppoſe that there are here 


preſent any perſons ſo wretched ; J 
will not think on any thing diſtreſſ- 
ing on this bright day of ſpiritual 
comforts; I indulge the pleaſing 
hope, that you have all riſen, or are 
labouring to riſe, with Jeſus. Dry 


nes. therefore, thoſe tears which you 


ren 


Fee 


> hed over your agonizing Lord on 


| 04s 
| 1 
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Good -Friday; cheer your ſpirits, 
and make your hearts exult : for, 
hold, I come to point out to you 


The reſurrection of Jeſus, as the molt 
bf ” Gitoling of all the myſteries which 
"eeligion celebrates; by ſhowing, in 


the firſt place, that it is the firmeſt 
pillar which ſupports our faith; ſe— 
condly, that it affords the ſtrongeſt 
motives to animate our hope, and 
enkindle in our hearts the moſt 


ardent flames-of love. 


I. St. Paul 


Chriſtian Religion, is grounded on* - 


manifeſted, the Son of God in porver .. 
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I. St. Paul begins his epiſtle to * 
the Romans by obſerving, that our 
faith of the divinity of Jeſus, which? 
is the fundamental principle of the , 
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his reſurrect ion from the dead. The. 
don, ſays he, oho was made. . of the ſeed 19 
of David, according to the fleſb.. ... cwas 
predeſtinated, or more conformably 
to the Greek cext, (9piobivros) was 
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by the reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead. <> is. 1 
That you may clearly penetrate, - - ;% 


t 4 . 83222 e 
CT 
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the ſenſe of this paſſage, you muſt 
conſider, that our faith in Jeſus is ln 
built on the miracles which he ; 
wrought, as evidences that he was 
ſent by God, and taught the truths of 
God. When a man commands the 
elements, changes the eſtabliſhed 
orderof nature, reſtores health, by 


Vor. II. X his 


06 


his word only, to perſons afflicted 
with a mortal infirmity, commands 
the dead to ariſe from their graves, 
And is obeyed ; that man muſt have 
7c „ received ſuch power f:om the great 
Feen, 2 Author of nature; and, were he per- 
mitted to exert his delegated power 
| 4 veel. tor the confirmation of falſchood, 

ef Caffe deception would be imputable 
| to that Source of Holineſs and Truth 
| which never can deceive. 


| 


, 


* 1 


* Now, of all the miracles worked 
1 12 *CF ti F ee: 0 

r 7 our Redeemer, his own reſurrec- 
ij Ee 4 


8 ton affords the ſtrongeſt evidence of 
F 955 1 his divine miſſion: it was on this 


, - miracle that he himſelf principally 
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e Cckeſted the evidence of it: this was 
| the moſt ſplendid of all his miracu- 
| lous works ; and this was attended 
| by circumſtances which make it more 

conſpicuous, more uncontrovertible, 


than any other prodigy which he 
performed. 
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On this he principally reſted the * 
evidence of his being the Son of 4 
God. When the Jews demand from i. | 


Fl Ze ga. 
him a ſign from heaven, as a proof „„ 
chat he is what he declares himſelf”, 7. 56 
to be, he refers them to his reſurree- A i: 
tion. Maſter, ſaid ſome of the 3 
Scribes and Phariſees, we would ſee a 
a firn from thee, But ke, anſwering, 
ſaid to them ......a ſign ſhall not be given, 
but the ſign of Jonas the prophet : for, 
as Jonas was in the whale's belly three 
days and three nights, ſo ſhall the Son 
of man be in the heart of the earth 
three days and three nights, That is, 
after having been three days in the 
heart of the earth, I will come forth 
from it again, as Jonas came forth 
from the deep, and out of the belly 
of the whale. Again, when they 
alked him: + IVhat /n doſt thou 

X 2 ſhaw 
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ſhow us, ſecing thou doſt theſe things 
his anſwer was to this effect: After 
you ſhall have violently deſtroyed 
this vifible temple, which is my 
body, on the third day Iwill reſtore 
to it again life, health, and vigour, 
Deſtroy this temple, and in three days 


| I will raiſe it up. 


Our Redeemer choſe his reſurrec- 
tion, in preference to his other mira- 
cles, for the proof of his divinity, be- 


. . cauſe it is the moſt ſplendid of his 
i 205 N miracles, the molt ſtupendous of all 
2 his prodigies. None but Jeſus a 
| "A 2 Lay of himſelf: * 7 lay down my l. 

=. that I may take it again. No mas 
i 7 * taketh it away from me; but I lay 1. 


| down of myſelf : and I have power 10 
lay it down, and I have power to late 


it up again. This is the language of 


divine energy. 
The 


Jo. x. 


e ee * — 
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The Jews had ſeen the dead raiſed 
to life by the prayers and by the mn 
culous powers of other men. Elifeus, |. 
by his breath, reanimated the dead. 
carcale of the ſon of the Sunamite. a 
By the oh ahi of Elias, the dead child 
of the widow of Sarepta was reſtored 


7 
alive to his diſconſolate parent. But,” 4 


AT 


that a man ſhould raiſe himſelf from 
. 99575 
the grave, was a prodigy unheard of / 


from the beginning of time, This 
{tupendous work was reſerved to 
give the children of men the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, that he, by whom it was 
performed, was indeed the Son of 
God. This diſtinguiſhing character— 
iſtic of the Meſſias was pointed our, 
many ages before, by the Royal 
Prophet in one of his ſacred canticles; 
where, ſpeaking in the perſon of 
Jelus, he ſays, I am counted among 
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them that go down to the pit: I an 


us l "become as a man without help, free 


among the dead. As if he had ſaid: 
My enemies levelled me with the 
duſt, and fooliſhly imagined, that my 
lot would be like to that of the reſt 
of men. But no; I was free amony 
the dead. I entered into the domi- 
nion of death, not his ſubject, but 
his ſovereign; not his ſlave, but his 
conqueror. Free among the dead are 
the words dictated by the Holy 
(Ghoſt, as it were to compoſe tlie 


epitaph of this triumphant Redeemer 
of the world, 


. {-c.T he reſurrection of Jeſus being 


the moſt powerful argument of his 


"Divinity, and the moſt illuſtrious of 


his miracles ; the Scribes, the Pha- 
8 and the whole Synagogue, 
united their endeavours to prevent 
the belief of it from ſpreading 

through 
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through the world. But the pro- 
vidence of God, which frequently- 
employs the paſſions and the malice / 2 
of men, as inſtruments in exec! ing 
the deſigns of his wiſdom and good? 
neſs, would have this miracle deli- es 
vered to poſterity in all the light of 
the molt inconteſtible evidence; and 
therefore contrived, that the precau- 
tions taken by the Jews, with a 
view to deſtroy its credibility, ſhould 
prove, in the end, its ſtrongeſt con- 
firmation. No ſooner had Jeſus ex- 
pired, but they went to Pilate, ſay- 
ing: Sir, we have remembered that 
that ſeducer ſaid, while he was yet 
alive: After three days I will riſe 
again. Commani therefore the ſepul- 
chre to be guarded until the third day, 
40% Lis diſciples come and ſteal him away, 
end ſay to the people: te is riſen from 
4 e 


* Mat. xxvii. 
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8; worſe then the firſt, Their requeſt 
iy was complied with: the ſepulchre 
eu cee wis ſurrounded by ſoldiers; the 

4. E Ser cpublic ſeal was affixed on the ſtone 
get L which covered its entrance: every 
poſſible precaution was taken for 
ſecurity. But what was the effect 

0 of this prudent contrivance? Why, 
1 it ſerved to remove every ſhadow 
of doubt which might otherwile 
have been thrown on the evidence 
of the fact. The body, after it had 
been depoſited in the tomb near 
three days, was no longer to be found 
| , 2 there! What can the Pharilees tay 
en ow ? ? Amazed, mortified, con- 
. reed founded, they are reduced to this 
7 C. Imiſerable ſhift ; they pretend, tha: 
lee fn the ſilence of the night, while the 
guards were aſleep, his diſciples came 
and carricd him off. Here is a 


ridiculous 


. 
mr 
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the dead; ſo the laſt errcur ſhall tbe 
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a „ 
* ridiculous evidence! What! could 


the diſciples go to the ſepulchre,. 


. remove a ſtone of great weight and 27 


Ae, 


conſiderable magnitude from the, 
mouth of it, and carry off the body, 
without waking one of the ſoldiers ? 
— The guards were afleep ! If they 
were aſleep, how then do they know 
that he was taken out of the tomb, 
or by whom he was removed? Are 
fleeping witneſſes to be admitted in 
evidence? If they were not aſleep, 
' why did they ſuffer him to be remo- 
ved? Beſides, how little appear- 
f ance is there, that his diſciples, 
; who at the time of his paſſion were re 1 
% weakneſs and cowardice itſelf, ſhou Ach > Pt 
on a ſudden aſſume ſuch courage 
and ſtrength of mind, as to venture tb 
to take, from the mid{t of an armed, YL, —_— 
guard, a body depoſited under the- 
£ public ſeal; and that they would 
afterwards 
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| (314. 3 V 
afterwards ſuffer themſelves tò de 
i perſecuted, impriſoned, ſ:ourged, 
67.5 and at length lay down their lives 
in defence of the doctrines of a man 
whom, in that caſe, they muſt have 
known to be an impoſtor? Indecd, 
my brethren, every objection which 
is raiſed againſt this illuſtrious argu- 
ment of our religion, teems with the 
groſſeſt 7blurdities, 
I But, if Jeſus roſe from the dead, 
j 2 3 ff it is evident that all his doc- 
Heere ie are the dictates of heavenly 
il ;; ;viſcom, the maxims of eternal truth: 
1 2 _ then, the Chriſtian Religion, in all 
its parts, is the inſtitution of the 
Divine Being; and therefore its my- 
5-7 ſeries, however impenetrable, de- 
1 pips ares; nd the humble aſſent of every 
5 bell treated mind. Clouds of majeſtic 
darkneſs are m_ around ſome 
parts of it, and intercept our views 
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But what wonder? Do not the,. 25 0 
works of nature abound with myſte- 147.49 
ries likewiſe? It is not aſtoniſhing. 
that infinite wiſdom ſhould com- 1 0 
prehend myſterious truths, 3 rt of? | 
dazzle and overpower the feeble eye, 1. Ay 
of human reaſon. 

Enter therefore, this day, in ſpi- 
rit, into the ſanctuary of heaven; „u 
and, with the four-and- twenty Elders 4 
deſcribed by St. John, fall down 
before him that ſitteth on the throne, 
adore him that liveth for ever and 
ever. The celeſtial fpirits caſt their 
crowns at his fect. Do you 2 
him a ſacrifice of your underſtanding 8. 
your will, and all your faculties: 
unite your voices with theirs, and 
ſay : The Lamb that was flain is wor- 

thy to receive power, and riches, and 
co ſlom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, aud beneaiaion for ever and ever. 
Say 
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Say to Jeſus, with the lively faith 
and ardent love of his apoſtle Tho— 
mas, who, in the beginning, refuſed 
to believe his reſurrection: My Lord, 
and my God ! This is the faith which 
overcomes the world. ho is be, 
lays St. John, that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that Jeſus 
is the Son of God? This is the faith 
which juſtifies; this faith unlocks 
all the treaſures of grace; this faith 
ſecures to us the poſſeſſion of the in- 
heritance of Chriſt Jeſus. 
II. He fwas delivered up for our 
5 and roſe again for our juſtification. 
"Here our hopes are enlivened, our 
confidence is heightened. He roſe 
for our juſtification, that we might 
riſe with him; that, invigorated by 
his ſtrength, we might break through 
the gates of death; that we might 
* behold 


1 Jo. v. + Rom. iv. 
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' behold death without ditmay, and + 


17 


een . 1 
ſmile even at the ſight of that for- 


midable ſpectre which ſo often em- 7 a 
bitters all the pleaſures of human, + | 
life; that we might deſcend into / Ay 
the grave in peace and joy, knowing, . 4 
that as Jeſus, our head, our leader as 
hath riſen, ſo ſhall we alſo riſe again, 1 
be renewed as the eagle, and flouriſh 1 
in the full bloom of perpetual youth 4 
and beauty. On this account he 1s 
called, in the Sacred Writings, the 
Vrſt- fruits of them that ſleep, the firſt= -.. 
born from among the dead. £4 oe 
Oh! my friends, what a com ores” 
able proſpect 1s here laid open before . 
us! How cheering to our hearts 2 
A ſight capable to take away all the 
anguiſh of misfortune, to dry up the 
tear of miſery, We ſhall riſe again! 
All then is not ended in the grave. 
There is another life beyond that 
term; 


* 4 
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WW terra; and in that life we ſhall, if we 
1 [Ehooſe to merit fuch diſtinction by 
virtuous converſation here, be made 
lll Ake unto Jeſus. We ſhall riſe to 
lf die no more. An eternity awaits us; 
(| and it depends upon ourſelves to 
make it an eternity of delights. 
175 „ on this, you that are ſitting 
| penſive and weeping, and counting 
| 4 Ef . Lover a melancholy ſucceſſion of pains 
0 and diſtreſſes; vou that are ſinking 
| "W385 unger poverty, ſtung by affronts and 
2 — injuries, languiſhing in infirmity, or 
e tortured by pain; look now beyond 
| the grave, and huſh all your com- 
plaints ; let your eyes meet the com- 
| forts which there ſmile upon you, 
| and the gloom of dejection will be 
| inſtantly diſpelled. 
[ | Look beyond the grave, you whoſe 
| eyes are dazzled by the brilliant 
glare of wordly vanities, the ſplen- 
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dours of riches, and the pomp off he of 


heritance in the regions of never- 


9 


human grandeur: you likewiſe, whoſe | oaks | 
hearts are captivated by the deluſive — 
attractions of ſenſual pleaſures, look 
beyond the grave; and the faſcina- þ 
tion is at an end, the charm 1s d = 
ſolved. Compare the duration of // 


1 = * 


the longeſt life on earth with that, Ne 4 
future ſtate : compare the moſt for®” f 
tunate ſituation in this world with 
the bright reverſion which there 
awaits you; and fee how this world 
dwindles into inſignificance in the 
compariſon! how mean, pitiful, Ur if ll 
and contemptible, are the choiceſt © 4. 1 
gifts which it beſtows on its moſt oY „ 
diſtinguiſhed favourites! Look bes 73 
yond the grave, and you will feel“ 
that only virtue which introduces you 
into the regions of immortality, 


virtue which ſecures to you an in- 


ending 


( 320 ) 
- ending bliſs; only virtue claims 
60 your eſteem, deſerves your care; 


. only virtue has charms and beauties 
1 | ſufficient to gratify the unbounded 
„ deſires of your immortal fouls, which 
4 were formed for the poſſeſſion of in- 
5 finite felicity. 

he This view into a future life was the 
5 comfort and ſupport of the Chriſtian 
3 Church, when expoſed to the fury of 
1 "the moſt cruel perſecutions. The 
. ARA hope of a glorious waned ction Con- 
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3 ſoled the recluſe in his cell; cheered 
Will © the ſolitary in the wild and dreary 
0 deſert; engaged the tender virvins, 
| the chaite ſpouſes of Jeſus, to turn 


their chief attention from the cul- 


Ih their perſons, and of the beautics of 
| their outward form, to the improve- 
| ment of the more valuable graces and 
| beauties of the mind, by the deco- 
rations 


[| tivation of the ſuperficial graces of 
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rations of purity, innocence, and 
charity. The victory of Jeſus over 
death ſmoothed for the Martyr his 
bed of tortures, and made his heart 
exult in the midſt of excruciating 
anguiſh. 

The reſurrection of Jeſus ſhould 
inſpire you, my beloved friends, with 
a like zeal and ardour: it ſhould, 
prove a ſource of ſanctification to 
each individual in this aſſembly- 


22 


Here form your reſolutions: on, 
this hope, of a glorious reſurrection 
with Jeſus, build the edifice of your 
future ſanity, If you have not 
already performed the duties of this 
holy time; if yet you have not ex- 
piated your paſt iniquitics by ſincere 
repentance ; now determine to do 
it inſtantly, ſincerely, completely, 
and, entering again into the paths of 
goodneſs, let no attraction ſeduce 
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you to the leaſt deviation into the 
deſtructive walks of errour and guilt; 
but perſevere, reſolutely and ſteadily 
perſevere, to the end of your mor- 
„tal courſe. On this conſtancy in 
Aue all depends: to riſe in glory, 
you mult firſt, by perſeverance in 
righteouſne's, die in grace. And 
will you perſevere, my friends? Ah 
that is a ſecret known only to the 


95 — 


Deity : our ſhort-ſighted penctra— 
tion cannot deſcry the darkſome 
paths of futurity. But yer, 1 truſt, 1 
teel myſelf at this mome 
with a confidence, that you will in- 
deed perſevere to the end: the 
mercies of God inſpire me with this 
confidence, I know that every 
motive that intereſt, honour, gra- 


nt animated 


titude, love, combine together to 
invite you to perſevere in virtue; 
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and to ſuch motives your generous 
ſpirits 
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{){rits will not be inſenüble. Con— 
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ſtancy and courage are your national 
character, the inheritance which you 


— 


ave received from your fore-fathers. 
You are ready to exert your courage 
in ſecuring the rights and proſperity 
1 f | 1 
a temporal kingdom: you cannot 
1e:1 be cowardly or irreſolute, when 
the prize for which you contend is 
rhe bias 2 nes 
the kingdom of heaven. 
Our Saviour riſing from the tomb, 
and inveſting his ſacred body with 
orious qualities of a ſpirit, 
preſents himſelf to us as the deareſt,. „ 
_ £4 CE LO lent N 
object of our love. It was for us, 2 
. : ; ITE 0 
that he roſe again, as it was for o ur 
intereſts that he died. He there- 
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ter him, and die in time, that we 


mag be more intimately united to 


TY 2 Hunt! 
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him in eternity. Melber we live, 

ſays St. Paul, er whether we die, we 

are the Lord's: for to this end Chriſt 

died, and roſe again, that he might be 

Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

. He hath acquired a right of domi- 
EE 2 mon over our hearts; not an em— 


a” 1 74 


9 ſupported by fear and ſervile 

MP dread, but a throne guarded and 

maintained by liberty and love. 

n His ſufferings and torments were 

_ undergone for us, and with us he 
1 G * K . 

I ſhares his joys and glories; that, 


in all the variety of life, we may 
be engaged to unite ourſelves inſe- 
parably to him; that we may facri- 
fice to him our proſperity, by em- 
ploying the temporal bleſſings which 
he puts into our hands, in promoting 
11.872 firs! TIE 
l "his glory, and in the proſecution of 


every good and benevolent work ; 
that 
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that we may ſacrifice to him our ad- 
verſity, bending down with calm 
reſignation, to kiſs that hand which 
never chaſtiſes us but to improve 
our hearts. 


Jeſus, having riſen from the grave, 

* o - * « * 
(till carries about with him the marks - 
of his affection for us, the marks of 


the wounds which he received for 
our iniquities. Pat in thy finger 
hither, ſaid he to Thomas, and /e? 
my hands; and lu ing hither thy hand, 
and put it into my fide. J heſe wounds 
may appcar entirely unſuitable to 
a glorified body, no very graceful 
ornaments of that immortality into 
which he has entered. Ah! but he 
carries them, that he may win our 


affection. Behold, ſaith he, I have 


written you in my hands: here you 
are engraven in characters never to 


1 be 
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be effaced. Theſe marks of .m 
* 2 Ls * . * 1 % © 7 ] 1 

wounds are 10 many animated Traits, 


which os YOU OUT CONTINOUALY 


11 — 7 ><%efore mm Can the mother forget 
. "FE her child, and abandon the fmiling 
| little lien which ſhe nouriihes ar 

her breaſt? Even if ſhe were to do 
ſo, I will never forget you. 

Let it then be our delight, my 
brethren, to think on him: let us 
imprint his dear image on our hearts, 

2 In this place of our baniſhment, 


Sp "hiring like the captive children of 
Iſrael on the banks of the rivers of 
Babylon, it ſhall be our ſolace to 
think on our beloved, and on that 
bleſſed Jeruſalem into which he has 
entered, and where we ſhall one Cay 
dwell with him, in undiſturbed union 
and eternal peace. Having riſen 
from the death of ſin, and being 
Calle 
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4 37 
called to riſe with him in glory; we 
will loath the earth; we will ſeek 
only the things that are above; we 
will have no reliſh for other joys, 
looking out for the moment of our 


deliverance from this exile, when we 


(hall be diſſolved, and be with Chriſt, 
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SERMON XXV. 
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On relapſing into Sin. 


i hatfoever is born of God, over- 
cometh the world, 1 John, v. 4. 


4 


10 be born of God, my brethren, is 
"to, be reanimated by his ſpirit, after 
2 loſt the life of grace, by 
conſenting to iniquity, You there- 


fore are born of God, as many of 
„eu 


( 329 ) 
you as have had recourſe to the foun- 
tains of grace, in theſe days of fal- , 
vation ; you, who have waſhed away, © 
the ſtains from your ſouls with peni- 
tential tears, and feaſted, with pu- 
rity of heart, on the bread of Ange by 
in the adorable myſteries on our 
altars. You are born of God; there- 
fore you are now to triumph over 
the world. Jeſus, in his reſurrection, 
hath ſet before you an image of the 
properties of that new life with which 
you have been gifted. *Chrift riſing 
from the dead dieth now no more, death 
ſhall na more have dominion over him. 
See, therefore, that you deſcend now 


J 
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no more into the grave, into the Y 
eg. 

depths of ſin and miſery, from which 
me "6 2 2 1 , 


you have ſo lately riſen, Now, that 
the victorious grace of Jeſus has 
torn you from the embraces of death 
1 now, 


Rom. vi. 


| 13 

| | 
* now, that you have broken the cha 
of your criminal habits, thoſe cha. 
i | „ W pen held your hearts in crc] 
N. LA ; 

14 Cle . ondage under the dominion of your 
il E. 

0 inordinate paTJions ; now cheriſh the 
g precious ligerty into which you have 
0 4 1 T : . 

16 entered: walk henceforward in new- 
60 74 neſs of life: labour to efface tlie re- 
1 8 , 7 
0 maining features of the old man o 
164 ſin, and to reftore in yourſelves the 
664 . 
0 { Image of God. 

WIE. -. I come not, on this day, to ſpect. 
A 

1 oſe who have not riſen W. 
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"Jeſus, who have not yet 118 0 
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jects of their defires. Alas! wha: 


can I fay to them If the blood dt 
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Jeſus, which they have ſeen flowing 
ſo plentifully for them from the ig- 
nominious croſs on which he expired; 
if his tears, his agonies, could not 
excite in them a deteſtation of their 

crimes; 


| ii 
* | 
| crimes oh! ! my God! thou cant 
indeed Nei orm prodigies by the 
power of thy grace; but I fear thou,, \ 

pq S's: 7 «hr: 1 
, hat abandoned theſe men to the __ 
; corruption of their own hearts, and“ 


that a final impenitence will termi- 
nate their guilty career, and conſign 
them over to thy eternal vengeance. 

{ will not dwell on ſo melancholy 
a reflection, but haſten to addreſs 
myſelf to you, who, by ſincere repen- 
ance, have been again born of God, 
and reconciled to him by the merits | 
of the blood of Chriſt Jelus. Ag g | 
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the dominion exerciſed over your 
hearts by former criminal habits 1 is 
not to be entirely ſubverted but by 1 
gradual advances and perſeverant 
efforts; as evil propenũties, con- 
ſtantly puſhing to break forth, will 
cauſe you many a ſtruggle, and en- 
gage you in many a ſevere conflict; 
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I am anxious for your conſtancy ir. 
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virtue; I tremble left inattention 
ſhould again betray you into guilt, 
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; the violence of concupiſcence 
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e your reſolution. To 
excite, therefore, all your vigilance, 
and inflame your courage to carry 
on the conteſt till you have entirely 
overcome the world, I wiſh you to view 

[ a a relapſe into your former crimes in 

['} 1 A light ſo horrible, as may effec- 

WIE 22" tally deter you from expoling your- 

1 * N ſelves to the danger of being again 

| 6 ſeduced to iniquity. For this end 

17. ]. ſhall endeavour to convince you, 

|| | that a relapſe into fin is accompanied 

10 with ſuch baſe ingratitude, ſuch a 
[| N perfidious violation of all your moſt 

tt ſacred engagements, and ſo marked 

IT ll a contempt of the divine juſtice and 

goodneſs, that its malice is aggra- 

vated beyond that of any former 
trani- 
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tranſgreſſions; and conſequently, 
that, although you have lately been 
raiſ-d from a very deplorable ſitua- 
tion, yet, ſhould you again give the 
enemy power over you, your laſt ſtate 
will be much worſe, and much more 
lamentable, than the firſt. 

J. To abuſe the favours which we 
have received from another, or to- 
refuſe to render for them the tribute | 
of a grateful mind, is a conduct which — 
betrays the utmoſt baſeneſs of diſpos 
ſition. Ingratitude, even between 
man and man, is a vice which the 
judgement of mankind has conz , , _ _- 
curred to brand with infamy. But © 


Ter. 
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you, my brethren, if after having at Kt £5 


this time been raiſed from death to 
life by the mercies of Jeſus—if you 
ſhould return again into the ways 
of iniquity and death, you will be 
guilty of an ingratitude which is of 

the 
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. che vileſt and moſt deteſtable kind 
. The baſeneſs of ingratitude muſt be 
. 
. [i "ep ever proportionate to the value an! 
ereus multituc de of the benefits received 
7 but never was any benefit equal 
that conferred on you, when, Javing 
your iniquities at the feet of |} 
you were eaſed of the load of owl: 
and miſery which oppreſſed your 
ſouls, and received again into the 
arms of his mercy. 
Caſt your eyes back, fora moment, 
on your former wretchedneſs. Alas 
© Gs, 0A ſhort time fince, you were 
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"a+ en of wrath, ſlaves to the 
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were charged with malediction, aus 
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if muſt have been eternally curoff from 

every hope of peace and comfort 
| | you were already judged: the arm 
of divine vengeance was uplifted to 


| | ſtrike. 
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{trike. Can you figure to yourſelves 
diſtreſſes equal to tneſe ? View now, 
on the other hand, what jeſus has 
done for you. You are again born 


* * / 
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of God ; again you are made his . 
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children, heirs of God, and co-heirs 
with Chriſt, You are now living 
members of jeſus: your fouls, orna- 
mented with divine grace, are made 
e habitation of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The charity of God, that gift more 
eſtimable and precious than all the 
created treaſures of earth or heaven, 
is diffuſed into your hearts, Now 
peace and pleaſure {mile around you 
vou can now look with kd” 
beyond the grave: life, immortality, 
and never-ending bliſs, are now your 
own inheritance. Oh! my beloved, 
a whole life employed and poured 


forth in praiſe and thankſgiving, 


muſt appear a ſmall return for theſe 
mercics. 
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14 mercies. The bleſſed in the man- 


ſions of glory will ſpend endlef; 
ages in ſinging hymns of praiſe for 
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heſe favours ; and eternity itſelf will 

5 appear too ſhort for ſatisfying the 
rar"; ehres of thankfulneſs, and paying 
that debt of gratitude, which it will 

be ſo ſweet and fo delightful to 

pay to the great Giver of all good 
BS gifts. Can you then, Chriſtian 
||| [RE Pfrother, after you have been thus 
| : EE diſtinguiſhed by the divine good- 
©*"* neſs, abuſe or forget his mercits? 
Can you deliberately trample thelz 
bleſſings under your feet, or throw 
them in his face from whom you 
received them! Ah! if you can, 
if you do not even tremble at the 
idea of ſuch baſeneſs, you are indecd 
a monſter in nature, a diſgrace to 


human kinds 
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Beſides, 
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Beſides reflecting on the great 
| neſs of the benefits which you have” e 
received from your Redeemer, con- 
ſider I:kewiie the circumſtances in 


which they were conferred. You 


| were on the brink of a precipice, 
ready to fall into endleſs miſcries. 
The divine Being, whom you were 
i R . 
inſulting by your crimes, held in 
5 a i i : 
i his hand the ſlender thread of your... * 7 g 
p . . — SALE 
life; and, had he broken it, that, + ©; 
— 1 PF "£5 4h IF þ | 
. moment you muſt have been plunged — 
4 | : h . 8 8 PTY 41 The / © - : 
y into the bottonileis avyls, Tet he "> 
Y FOI T4" v * £2 \wolcnio 7 | 
ſupported you, he pe you, 
. that he might at length draw you to 
himſelf, Perhaps, immediately after 
5 RO I IE LS 
you had committed thoſe crimes, 550 
e | 3 bee. 1 Il 
| which were ſo abominable in his k 
» 1 3 3 A e * 2 ö 
eyes, he inſpired you WIE a rehec- ö 
0 Ng | 
tion on the vanity of the baſe plea- 
ſure which you had juſt preferred 
„ do his friendibip. Yes, in that fatal 


Vol. II. 7 moment, 


6 
moment, when it might have been 
expected that he would hurl his 

+ avenging lightenings on your guilty 
head, he, with a tenderneſs beyond 
| [Wil expreſſion, ſent down upon your 
i 
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Il eben the mild and beneficent dews 
l WH 21 di 7 
$f .clemency and goodneſs. Oh! it 
1 Cer held Bf N 1 
17 


is ſo affecting to receive kindneſs from 

any perſon, at the very time when 

17 we are inſulting and reviling him! 
fl 
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lt hen your Redeemer ſaw that you 
were unhappy 1n your crimes, torn 
by remorſe of conſcience, and drink- 
1 ing down the bitter and nauſeous 
dregs of iniquity, he was touched 
with commiſeration; he viſited you 
1 | Lo in, your affliction ; he, whom you 


- wereinlulting, was himſelf your com- 


A . | 
1 ee forter, and your friend in your ad- 
_ 


\ verſity. On! my brethren, how 
vile, how execrable will you become, 


ſhould you return to your evil ways: 
Conſider, 


163 


Conſider, moreover, the multi- 
rude of thoſe offences which the 3 
Lord hath been gractoully pleaſed to 5 bs” 
pardon. What a conſcience did you | 
preſent at the tribunal of Chriſt ! 

The ſight of it overwhelmed you 

with confuton. Perhaps, for the 

ſpace of a whole year, perhaps for 

ſeveral years, each day and each 

hour was witneſs to many crimes. e 
Still your injured Lord did not. 

reckon "EROS with you. Your 
multiplied iniquities were all in- 
ſtantly pardoned, as though they 
had been but one fin. In conſe- 
quence of your repentance, all your 
{tains were at once effaced from his 
ght: your crimes were then as if 
they had never been, He blotted . — >. 
them out from that record, when... 43 
they would otherwiſe have appeared 
againſt you in indelible characters. 


2 2 But, 
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But, if you now relapſe, oh! think, 
I beleech you, What vou are * 


ll iniquities to his remembrance : 
1 you renew and ratify them again; 
* you provoke your Judge to recall 
the pardon which he has granted, 

I know, that, as the Apdllle teaches, 

the gifts and the calling of God are 

without repentance; and therefore, 

that fins once pardoned will never 

be imputed to us again, But ob- 

| WIPER 4; what you do, when you relapſe 
Si! 1 1 ſin. You retract your tears and 
* eee . a contrition : you give, as it were, 2 
| new conſent to your former crimes : 
you repent that you have repented 
| of them: you ſay to God, thoup! 

[ol your tongue would falter at the at- 

| 1 . tempt to repeat it, you ſay, in che 
diſpolition of your heart : © Forget, 
1 | C Lord, 


* Rom. xi. 
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« Lord, my tears and proteſtations 


& I have forgotten them now my=,- 


4. 2 — 1 


« ſelf. I give you back the par” 7, 5. 
ce don you have granted me; L. Ec 
e reſign your favours.” This is 
the language, theſe are the blaſ- 

phenues, uttered by the heart of the 

relapſing finner, againft him towhom 

the ſecrets of all hearcs are diſcloſed. 

You ſhudder, my beloved, at the 
expreſſion of ſuch ſentiments.— 

Heaven grant it may give you ſuch 

a horrour cf a relapſe, as may etfec- 

tually ſecure you againſt a guilt of 

ſo heinous a nature, that it truly 

deſerves never to be pardoned! ,, _.. 

II. In the ſecond place, the re- —— 
lapſing ſinner breaks through the . 
molt ſolemn and ſacred obligations. A 5 2 
He violates promiſes which he had 
made to his God in his temple, be- 
fore his altars; promiſes to which all 


AY the 


(203 3 
4 the bleſſed ſpirits were witneſſes, 


i] | FAO iz #id'which made the court of heaven 
ehe with joy: an alliance ratified 
i] | {ca y all that is moſt auguſt in Reli- 
„ gion, and ſealed with the blood of 
Chriſt Jeſus. The promiſes which 
you then made were not made light- 
ly and precipitately: they were 
dictated by mature and cool delibe- 
* „ration. You determined to enter 
WH Coos . into the engagement with perfect 
knowledge of all its difficulties, and 
perhaps after having long reſiſted 
that grace which invited and preſſed 
you to come to the determination: 
, and after this; after having proſtrated 
| 2 yourſelves before God's altar, and 
fl =... +: 4worn ro him eternal allegiance, 
Wl. .. receiving into your breaſts the pre- 
VINE / | 
114 
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: cious body and blood of Jeſus, as 
the pledge of your future fidelity; 


after having dedicated yourſelves to 
his 


G. . . ev *2 
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his ſervice, in the ſight of Earth and 
Heaven; you violate your faith, 
you will not abide by your proteſ- 
tations. Oh man! where is that 
honour and fidelity on which you 


a+ 1 
pique yourſelves in your concerns 


with your fellow creatures? You. 
are delicate about keeping your 
word, when you have given it to 
another man. Should any one ſuſ-, a 
pect you of fraud or diſſimulation,, Bs 


you would be affronted, you woul 
be ſorely hurt at the ſuſpicion. And 
yet you can be unfaithful and per- , 
fidious to your ſovereign Lord, Got 
without a bluſh! With reſpect to 
him you can ſet ſincerity and inte- 
ority aſide : you can act without 
honour, without truth, without pro- 
bity! Oh! be at leaſt as faichful to 
Jeſus as you are to his creatures. 
Let Religion, as well as Civil So- 
2 4 ciety, 


Ni. 
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ciety, find you open, ſincere, faith- 
uJs incapable of forfciting your 


2 2 
ene, rd. Was it to deal with men 
4 nN . 
7 only, that you have been gifted by 


ee 


heaven with a liberal, . and 
upright heart? Where ſhould you 
moſt with to ſhow forth thoic amia- 
ble qualities? Surely in your inter- 
courſe with that eternal Being from 
whom you received them. 

Never forget thoſe moments, 
when, touched with a ſenſe of your 
own miſeries, and moved by the 
„grace of repentance, you came to lay 


#*the anguiſh of your heart before the 
m_ Miniſter of Chriſt, What ſighs then 


ws 
92 heaved your breaſt! How ſincere was 
Tears” your regret for what was paſt ! How 


. . 


fervently did you then reſolve to walk 
through life in the fair and beautiful 
paths of goodneſs! How tenderly 
did you ſay to your God, with the 
penitent St, Auguſtin; © Too late 

% have 


E 


c have I known thee, O ancient 


„ thee, O ancient Beauty: too long © 
« have I gone aſtray from thee, 
e From this moment, O my ſove— 
« reign God, I defire to be ever 
* thine!” How often have you 
ſaid, when you returned from the 
confeſſional and the altar, that you 
tound yourſelves interiourly kappy, 


AD. O "4 


« Truth: too late have 1 loved 
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in being eaſed of ſo heavy and painſula 
„ 4% I 


a burthen; that a joy ſprang up in, 


#*E.2 EX. ; 


your minds, with which before you, .. _ > 


were unacquainted ; that a calmneſs, 
and peace was diffuſed through”: 
your ſouls, which made the moment 
of your reconciliation with God the 
ſweeteſt and moſt comfortable mo- 
ment of your lives! Fickle and per- 
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fidious men, will you then again 


quit the ways of pleaſantneſs! again 
take up that oppreſſive load, which 


you 
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we” e ſo rejoiced to have thrown off 
. fe your ſhoulders! Surely, the very 
ſtones will cry out againſt you : thoſe 
facred Tribunals, which were the 
wag of your ſighs, your tears, 
FR your crimes ; the walls of the 
a> ple which reſounded with your 
Pertidious proteſtations, will appear 
in judgement, and confound you at 
the laſt day, before the whole aſſem- 
bly of men and angels, 
3 III. Moreover, by abandoning 
2 eee ſervice of your Redeemer, you 
get e Thow the moſt deliberate contempt 
of his juſtice, and of his mercies. 
A. I The relapſing ſinner ſubjects him- 
J CH ner; o the dominion of Satan, after 
2 examined and experienced 
| the advantages, and taſted the ſweets, 
1 l Which are found in the ſervice of 
LEED Chriſt Jeſus. Having compared the 
| yoke of Chriſt with the flayery of 


| ſin; 


g 
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ſin; the peace and the comforts of 

the one, with the falſe joys, the“ 
ſhame, and the turpitude of the 
other; the eſtimate being taken z/ 
the advantages on each fide fairly 
weighed ; Heaven, and its eternity 
of delights, compared with the 
world and its fleeting pleaſures; 
iniquity with juſtice; the enjoy- 
ments of ſenſuality with the charms 
of grace and innocence ; Jeſus Chriſt 
with the profane idol which ſtands in 


kia». tne 3 
oppoſition; being thus determining 


/ 


between two oppoſite parties, he 
declares in favour of the world, of 


1 
iniquity, of ſenſuality; he preznen 


nounces, that the idol, that the ob- 
ject of his criminal deſires, is more 
excellent, more amiable, more de- 


ſerving of his homage, than the Lord 
of Glory. 
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It is not therefore a blind choice, 


* 


* FF * 3 la fo ww . . 
—_— A ten ignorance and inexperience 


may excuſe. Nor can you extenu— 
ate your relapſe, by alleging that 
you have been inevitably ſurpriſed. 
How ſurpriſed, my brethren! Lou 
know your own weakneſs , you know 
the temptations which have before 
ſeduced you; and can either flee from 
the occaſions of theſe temptations, 
or arm yourſelves againſt them. A 
melancholy experience has made you 
but too ſkilful in that particular. 
You cannot be carried by an eaſy 
tranſition from virtue ro vice, with- 
out remorſe, without hearing the 
voice of conſcience upbraiding vou 
ith your baſeneſs. No, my friends: 
gefoxe your repentance, perhaps long 


me <-- 
abits of ſin might have calmed 


_ "Pa. — | 
cac te Hour conſcience, and enabled you to 


multiply iniquities in a deftruc- 
tive 


( 349 ) 
tive tranquillity, Eut now, the firſt, | 
time you attempt to lin again, ah! 


＋ 12 


you will ſhudder; you will recoil 
back; your heart will draw itſelf 
inwardly at the appearance of guilt, 
will refuſe the criminal indulgence, 
will ſtruggle with grace. If there- 
fore, when thus enlightened, thus 
attracted by the beauty of inno- 
cence, thus held back by the” 


. mee p 
power of divine grace, you can force 


* 


yourielves on, and proceed to the 


14 4 


committing of the crime, indeed 
you have little reaſon to belicve that 


your God will ſuffler himſelf to be... 


thus inſulted another time. Alas! 
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you cannot be far from rep! obation. 


Tremble, left that relapſe ſhould fix 


you immovably in guilt, ſhould fill 
up the meaſure of your iniquities; 
and the boſom of the God of mercies 
be never more opened to receive 
rou. 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian brother, before you were 
Converted by the grace of Jeſus, you 
ſinned with leſs remorſe; you had 
but an imperfect knowledge of the 
Lord whom you offended ; you had 
not ſo often experienced his mercies; 
you had not taſted his ſweets in ſuch 
abundance ; and theſe circumſtances 
extenuated your guilt, But ſhould 
you hereafter attempt to abandon 
your God, and to offer ſacrifice to 
a profane Idol ; oh then, when you 
caſt a thought on that heavenly 
grace which had conducted you to 
the light of truth, aſſuaged your 
orief, and purified your ſoul from 
its ſtains; when you reflect, that by 
this act of apoſtacy you are about to 
render all your penitential labours 
vain and abortive; ah! then your 
knees will ſhake under you; your 
eyes will be wild and frantic; your 
| countenance 


1 


countenance ghaſtly and horrid; your 
trembling hand will ſcarce ſupport 
the thurible with which you are to 
offer the ſacrilegious incenſe ; the 
tongue, which 1s to renounce him 
whoſe praiſes it has ſo often delighted 
to repeat, will hardly find power to 

liſp out the blaſphemous words, 
Theſe are the agitations which St. 
Cyprian ſo eloquently deſcribes in 
thoſe who, at the time of perſecu- 
tion, returned to Idolatry: and theſe 
will be the diſtreſſes of your fouls in 
the moment of your relapſe into fin ; 
theſe are the pangs which will rend 
your hearts. Oh! ſhould you be 
ſo unhappy as to ſacrifice again to 
ſome idol of intereſt or ambition, or 
at the ſhrine of ſome ſenſual gratt- 
fication, I muſt then be compelled 
to wiſh that you had remained 1n 
your former darkneſs. Why were 
you 
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you ever taught the truths of God ? 
Why did you ever know the Lord 
of Glory? Alas! it had been far 
better for you never to have entered 
into the paths of holineſs, than thus 
to have again departed from them. 
Oh! that I had never painted out to 
you the beauties and charms of vir- 
tue! On that I had never exhorted 
you to repentance ! Then you indeed 
would have been 1gnorant, blind, 
wicked, and miſerable; but you would 
not, perhaps, have been charged with 
the dreadful guilt of deſpiſing and 
blaipheming the living God. 

Burt what have I ſaid ?—Remains 
there no alternative? Muſt you 
eicher ahuſe the gifts of God, or 
deprive yourſelves of them? No, 
my friends: it is not by keeping at 


a dgiſtance from the fountain of 


grace that you are to avoid impiety: 
It 


1 


it is not by throwing off the yoke of 
Jeſus that you are to become better 
men; but by obſerving his law with 
docility of mind, and humble obe- 
dience of heart; by ſubduing your 
pamons; by the frequent partici— 
pation of the ſacraments; by fre- 
quent intercourſe with heaven in 
meditation and prayer; by fleeing 
from dangerous occaſions ; by fight- 
ing valiantly the battles of the Loid. 
By theſe means you are to fix the 
inconſtancy of your hearts; to ſe- 
cure peace to your ſouls. Thus 
you are to become * firengthened 
with might by the ſpirit of God 
unto the inward man; that Chriſt 
may dwell by faith in your hearts 
that, being rooted and founded in cha- 
rity. ... you may be filled unto ull the 
fullneſs of God. 
* Eph, iii. g 
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SERMON XXVI. 


SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


On the means of avoiding a Relapſe into Sin. 


8 


_ — 


Chrift.....bore our fins in his body 
upon the tree; that wwe, being 
dead to fins, ſhould live to juſtice. 
1 Pet. 11. 24. 


LasIT Sunday, my beloved friends, 
indulging the pleaſing idea, that you 
were dead to ſin, by the grace of 
Jeſus, which flowed into your fouls 
at the ſolemnity of his reſurrection, 

and 


1 


and had begun to live to juſtice; 
that, like ſheep which had once 
ſtrayed away from the guidance of 
the ſhepherd into the by-ways and 
rugged paths of errour and iniquity, 
you had returned to the fold, and, 
lamenting your unfortunate miſtake, 
had determined to abide henceforth 
for ever under his protection z—in- 
dulging this comfortable perſuaſion, 
I endeavoured to confirm you in 
Four good purpoſe, by painting cut 
to you the enormity of a relapſe into 
fin. You then ſaw the unnatural 
ingratitude, the baſe perfidy of the 
relapſing finner, and his inſolent 
contempt of the Majeſty of God; 
and I truſt in the mercies of Jeſus, 
that you now wiſh moit earneſtly 
to take every precaution neceſſary 
for preſerving you from ſo Gireful a 
calamity, 


Aa? But 


. 

But to have ſhown you the evil, 
1s not ſufficient. The guide, who 
contents himſelf with pointing out 
to the unwary traveller a precipice, 
down which he is in danger of falling, 
only half initrudis him: to com- 
plete the friendly caution, he muſt 
ſhow him the ſpot where the road 
opens into the perilous path which 
he muſt avoid, and mark out the 
track of ſafety which he would wiſh 
him to purſue. This is my inten- 
tion this evening : I will ſhow you 
where you uſually begin to deviate 
from the paths of goodneſs and 
peace, by conſidering whence 1t pro- 
cceds, that your reſurrection to the 
life of grace, in theſe days of fal- 
vation, is generally of ſo ſhort a du- 
ration ; that your former evil habits 
and criminal paſſions hardly wait for 
the end of the ſolemnity, before they 
regain 


E 


regain the aſcendant over your hearts, 
We will examine into the cauſes of 


this ſo common and ſo dangerous a. 


deſertion of your virtuous princi— 


ples; for, in this caſe, to know 


the ſource of the diſorder is, in 


effect, to have diſcovered the re- 


medy. 


I ſay, therefore, that you do not 


perſevere in the practice of virtue, 


becauſe, in the firſt place, you forget, 


or neglect to put in execution, the 


reſolutions which you had formed 


to employ the means neceſiary 
for guarding your innocence, and 


ſtrengthening your virtuous habits: 
ſecondly, becauſe you do not care-- 
fully avoid whatever is capable of 


weakening the force of divine grace 
in your ſouls. Theſe are the gene- 
ral cauſes of a relapſe into fin, A 


conduct directly oppoſite to this will: 
Aa 3 be 
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be crowned with the gift of perſeve- 
rance, and ſecure to you the poſſeſ- 
ſion of your ſovereign good. 

I. Our relapſes into ſin may be 
frequently attributed to a neglect of 
putting into execution certain reſo- 
lutions which we formed at the time 
of our converſion, relative to the 
means which we then judged ne- 
ceſſary for preſerving that newneſs of 
life into which we had juſt entered. 
At Eaſter, when you laid your fins 
and mileries at the feet of Jeſus; 
touched with a lively ſenſe of your 
paſt misfortunes, and eager to ſecure 
the ineſtimable treaſure of innocence 
and grace, of which you had then 
juſt regained the poſſeſſion, you 
determined with yourſelves to take 
certain precautions, to practiſe ſuch 
and ſuch particular ſelf-denials, to 
be aſſiduous in certain exerciſes of 

devotion, 
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devotion, which you ſaw would be 
evidently conducive to the ſupport 
of your conſtancy in virtue. Jou 
formed, at leaſt, if you were truly 
converted, you formed, as it were, 
the whole plan of your future lives. 
You ſaid, for example, in your own 
hearts: „My life has lately been 
one continued round of diſſipa- 
tion and diſtraction: henceforth, 
certain hours ſhall be allotted to 
religious retirement, in which I will 


commune with my own heart, and. 


commune with Heaven. In ſuch 
a company, the converſation fre- 
quently turns on the weakneſſes and 
ſecret faults of others; the leading 
topicks of diſcourſe are defamation 


and ſcandal: if circumſtances oblige 


me to mix with them again, I will 
at leaſt be ſilent, or manifeſt, as far as 
prudence ſhall dictate, my diſplea- 


Aa 4 ſure 
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fure at ſuch cruel amuſement. A 
regular time ſhall be ſet apart for 
prayer and meditation, I will fre- 
quent the Sacraments, that my ſoul, 
by feeding often on the bread of 
hfe, may be nouriſhed with divine 
grace, and 1nvigorated ſo as to run 
rapidly on in the way of God's 
commandments, In a word, my 
brethren, having at that time a 
clear and diſtinct view of vour own 
miſeries, feeling molt ſenſibly your 
recent wounds, which ſtill continued 
to bleed, you applied to each its 
proper remedy. 

In this you acted wiſcly; for, 
indeed, without ſuch prudent fore- 
ſight, you could not hope to main- 
tain the health of your ſouls. But, 
my brethren, have you not often 
made ſuch reſolutions as theſe for- 
merly ? And what became of them 

in 
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in practice? Why, they never had 


any reality but in your imaginations. 
Vain projects, which amuſe an idle 
and ſpeculative mind, which pleaſe 
becauſe they are new, and are loved 
only in idea! Charmed with the 
novelty of theſe reſolutions, which 
are ſo eaſily made, you fancied you 
could keep them without much 
effort, and with the ſame pleaſure 


which you found in making them. 


The ſhame of violating promiſes, and 
abandoning reſolutions, which you 
had ſo recently made before the 
altars of the Moſt High God, and 
which were confirmed by the blood 
of the Lamb whom you then re- 


ceived into your breaſts, for a time 


held you back, But this fervour 
was ſoon abated: you began by 
degrees to perſuade yourſelves thac 
your reſolutions bordered too much 
upon ſcrupuloſity; that you had taken 


upon 


1 
vpon yourſelves an unneceſſary bur- 
then. It was a weaknefs, you began 
to think, to create for yourſelves 
additional obligations. You ſup— 
poſed you might ſave your fouls 
without all that circumſpection and 
nicety; without approaching fo often 
to the ſacraments ; without reciting 
thole prayers; without daily medi- 
tation; without applying thoſe re- 
medies to your natural infirmities. 
Thus your refolutions were eluded, 
one after the other. The plan of 
life which you had laid down, you 
did not even remember any longer: 
and, when you began to make light 
of what you before thought very 
important; when you had overcome 
what you called your ſcruples, and 
began to be unfaithful to your Re— 
deemer; you conſidered yourſelves 


as eaſed of a galling yoke, and enter- 
ing 


3 


ing again into a ſtate of liberty, of 

which you had been fooliſh to de- 
prive yourſelves even for a mo- 
: ment. 

Here was the ſource of your miſ- 
fortunes. The execution of thoſe 
reſolutions would have been the ſe- 
curity of your virtue: but to ima- 
gine you can perſevere, while you 
neglect the only means by which 
Heaven hath decreed that the grace 
of perſeverance ſhall be obtained, is 
the height of preſumption, You 
preſcribed yourſelves certain hours 
for prayer and ſcrious recollection, 


becauſe you were ſenſible, that, un- 

leſs ſupported by that holy exerciſe, it 
your piety would cool, your paſſions Mk 
would regain their vigour, and the 1 


world, finding your minds unoc— 
cupied by heavenly things, would 
again enter and take poſſeſſion. 
You reſolved to oppoſe certain mor- 

tifications 4 
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tifications to your corrupt deſires, 
to court retirement, to place a guard, 
over your ſenſes, &c. being per- 
ſuaded from dear- bought experience 
that your weakneſs would yield to 
the violence of temptation, unleſs 
fortified by theſe attentions. But, 
if you neglect them, how can it be 
poſtible that divine grace ſhould not 
be extinguiſhed in your heart? Every 
principle within you, and every ob- 
ject around you, conſpires to dimi- 
niſh its influence; and there is no- 

thing to nouriſh and increaſe it. 
Any remiſſneſs, moreover, in the 
executing of your good purpoſes, is 
the more dangerous, not only be- 
cauſe theſe pious practices are the 
means which every Chriſtian muſt 
employ for the preſervation of his 
virtue, but becauſe Almighty God, 
having inſpired you with theſe reſo- 
lutions at the time of your repen- 
tanceg. 


— — 
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"tance, gives you to underſtand that 
the keeping of them is for you par- 
ticularly neceſſary, that they are the 
only ſpecific remedies for your dif- 
orders. By breaking them, there- 
fore, you deviate from that path by 
which he would have conducted you 
to himſelf : you fruſtrate the deſigns 
of his mercy : -you follow a line of 
conduct different from that which 
the Spirit of God hath marked out 
before you: like the fooliſh man, 
you build your edifice on the ſand, 
and the firſt wind of temptation 
overturns and levels it with the 
ground, 

IT. In the ſecond place; you re- 
lapſe into ſin, becauſe you do not 
ſtudiouſly avoid whatever is capable 
of diminiſhing the power of divine 
grace in your hearts ; that 1s, you 
do not fly from thoſe occaſions 
which have proved ſo often fatal 
TO 
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to your innocence ; from that com- 
pany, where intemperance, profane 
converſation, levity, folly, the ab- 
ſence of every thing ſerious, and a 
combination of all that can diſſipate 
and enervate the mind, joined to 
the contagious example of your aſſo- 
clates, have ſo frequently triumphed 
-over your weakneſs, and will fo 
eaſily triumph over it again, You 
viſit once more that object of your 
impure affections, to which you 
were before enſlaved, and again 
court its familiarity. You return 
to thoſe places of public amuſe- 
-ment, thoſe gay ſcenes, where all 
is flattering to the ſenſes; where 
all conſpires to throw you off your 
guard, and lull your reaſon into a 
bewitching fleep, while ſenſual af- 
fections are permitted to wander 
witherſoever they will. Againſt theſe 
el 
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rocks, unleſs you are careful to ſteer 
wide of them in future, all your 
projects of amendment will certainly 
ſplit. You are impoſed upon, my 
brethren, you are molt groſsly de- 
ceived, if you flatter yourſelves that 
you can expole your virtue to theſe 
temptations, and bring it of victo- 
rious. 

Reaſon as you will; form what- 
ever ſpecious pretexts you pleaſe, 
you cannot ſucceed. You ſay: 
«© Now that I have made my peace 
with Heaven, now that divine love 
is the ruling paſion of my heart, I 
am in leſs danger of being ſeduced. 
I ſhall now be more cautious, more 
circumſpect. Be ſides, it would not be 
decent; though the company I have 
Kept has indeed betrayed me into 
guilt, it would not be decent, nor 
civil to break with them entirely and 
all 
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all at once. What would the world ſay 
of me? I have obligations to them, 
and it were ingratitude to deſert 
them: it would be a detriment to 
my buſineſs, or a diminution of my 
intereſts; and one cannot give up 
every thing. — Nay, perhaps, now 
that J have reformed my life, I may 
be inſtrumental under God in bring- 
ing back 'thoſe with whom I have 
finned to a ſenſe of their duty: at 
leaſt, there can be no harm in ma- 
king the experiment.” 

Theſe are your arguments. But 
I tell you, by the authority of my 
great Maſter, to whom I muſt one 
day give an account of your ſouls, 
that by acting thus you tempt God, 
and that by loving the danger you 
will periſh in it, Indeed, my friends, 
no raſhneſs can be equal to this. 


It is an article of your faith, that you 
cannot 


( 369 ) 
cannot reſiſt temptations without the 
aid of divine grace. Now, on what 
ground do you reſt your confidence, 
that God will ſupport you by his 
grace in the midſt of theſe dangers ? 
He commands you not to expoſe 
your virtue to any hazard : he ad- 
moniſhes you, that you carry his 
grace in weak and frail veſſels; and 
that to neglect watching 1t with the 
utmoſt caution, 1s to render your- 
ſelves unworthy to poſlets it. And 
yet, while you deliberately ruſh into 
perils, from which he commands 
you to retreat, do you truſt that he 
will protect you? Preſumptuous 
man! What! will the Lord grant 
you his protection, becauſe from 
your falſe confidence and raſhneſs 
you deſerve to periſh? Will he give 
you his graces as a reward for your 


contempt of his commands? Where 
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then would be his juſtice, his wiſ- 
dom, his ſanctity? 

My beloved, not to avoid that 
which has hitherto been to you an 
occaſion of ſin, is itſelf a crime: it 
is a crime, becauſe your drawing 
near with pleaſure to that which has 
been the origin of your misfortunes, 
your familiariſing yourſelves with 
objects which have formerly given 
death to your ſouls, your ſeeking to 
breathe again an infected and cor- 
rupted air, furniſhes a demonſtra- 
tive proof that you do not deteft 
your paſt iniquities: it is a crime, 
becauſe to ſeek an opportunity of 
combating with the enemies of your 
virtue, is to ſeek to be vanquiſhed 
and ruined —a very plauſible title 
to the divine protection in the hour 
of peri]! You endeavour to merit 

N 
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it by inſulting his wiſdom, and de- 
ſpiling his mercies, 

But why do I reaſon with you in 
this manner? Is there any nced of 
proofs to convince you that you will 
fall again, if you expoſe yourſelves 
to danger? Ah! no: here your own 
experience ſpeaks for me. Fre- 
quently, wearied out with the pur— 
ſuit of iniquity, torn by remorſe, 
diſguſted with the Objects which 
bad enkindled your pallions, you 
determined to break your chains, 
and enter into the happy liberty of 
the children of God. Well, you 
did ſo: but you remember, thar, 
when your firlt fervour was abated 
by ſome little oppoſition, you be- 
gan, by almoſt imperceptible ad- 
vances, to draw near to that profane 
fire which had before conſumed your 


innocence. At firſt, you proceeded 
B b 2 with 
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with cautious ſtep; you were mode- 
rate, reſerved, timid: but, prefentl7, 
a little indulgence in drinking, in 
diſſolute converſation, in familiarity 
with dangerous objects, excited an 
appetite for more. Soon after, vice 
no longer appeared ſo frightful in 
your eyes: and then quickly your 
vows and proteſtations were given to 
the wind, and your criminal chains 
were faſt rivetted again. Thus, 
perhaps, notwithſtanding all your 
fine purpoſes, notwithſtanding you 
have been ſo often converted, you 
found, when laſt you prepared your- 
ſelves for the participation of the 
Sacraments, that the ſame tempta- 
tions had uniformly prevailed, and 
that you were the ſame men you 
Had always been. 

Theſe are the leſſons which you 
kave been taught by your own ex- 


perience. 


E 
perience. But, tell me now, how 
would you act from experience in 
any temporal concern? Suppoſing 
you had been defrauded by ſome 
perſon with whom you had dealings, 
or to whom you entruſted your pro- 
perty ; would you give that perſon 
your conſidence again? Oh! no: 
the burnt child dreads the fire, you 
would ſay; I have done with him; 
I am not to be cozened a ſecond 
time. Thus you would reaſon, with 
regard to your temporal poſſeſſions. 
Would you not? Ah! the children 
of this world are indeed wiſer in 
their generation than the children 
of light. Your virtue, the graces 
of Heaven, your eternal happiness, 
you will expoſe to every danger: 
you will venture repeatedly to con— 
fide in thoſe by whom you. have 


been ſo often robbed of thole in- 
B b 3 valuable 
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valuable bleſſings, Cautious and 
prudent in conducting every other 
buſineſs for your greateſt, your only 
intereſts, you are without ſolicitude, 
without care, without attention. 
The glaring inconſiſtency and ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch conduct needs no 
comment of mine: I leave it to your 
own reflections. 

But you ſay: © As I am now 
better diſpoſed, I ſhall be more 
upon my guard.” —Better diſpoſed, 
my brethren! To be ready to ex- 
poſe yourſelves to danger, is to be 
very ill diſpoſed indeed. It is not 
a mark that the Spirit of God re— 
ſides in your ſouls. The firſt diſpo- 
ſition which the Holy Ghoſt forms 
in our hearts, is a diffidence in our- 
ſelves, which cauſes us to work out 
our ſalvation with fear and trem— 
bling. If the Divine Spirit hath 

formed 
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formed in you the new man, who is. 
created in juſtice, ſanctity, and truth, 
the more ſolicitous ſhould you be ro 
flee from any temptation which may 
poliibly ſeduce you to degenerate 
into your former vileneſs, and to 
put on again the body of ſinful cor- 
ruption. 

You ſay, (for I mean to anſwer the 
excuſes which I before mentioned, 
one by one) you ſay: © It will not 
be civil, nor decent, to quit ſuch 
a party or ſociety: the world 
will talk of it.” I anſwer, that the 
rules of civility, which men have 
eſtabliſhed, are never to be ſet in op- 
poſition to the laws of the Goſpel. 
Your eternal intereſts make ſuch a. 
difficulty as this perfectly ridiculous, 
A man that is in the midſt of the 
flames, does he examine whether 
civility, or the opinions of rhe world, 

allow 
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allow of his making his eſcape 7 
No: he takes to flight before he 
has time for ſuch thoughts. The 
idea of his being about to periſh, 
occupies his whole mind, and ſets 
him inſtantly upon every means of 
ſafety. Ah! my friends, only love 
your immortal ſouls, as you do your 
periſhable bodies, and I ſhall have 
no occaſion to anſwer ſuch flimſy 
arguments. 

You ſay that you have obliga- 
tions which you mult diſcharge. 
Yes, you have indeed obliga- 
tions: but the firit of them is to 
love God above all things, and to 
ſanctity your fouls. Every obliga— 
tion ceaſes to bind, from the mo- 
ment it is incompatible with ſalva- 
tion. Duty, gratitude, fidelity, and 
every other debt which we can owe 
to man, mult give way to thoſe 


higher duties cf gratitude, obedience, 
and 
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and fidelity to our Creator. If you 
be ſwayed by any worldly intereſt in 
refuſing to ſacrifice attachments dan- 
gerous to your ſouls, remember, that 
the fortune which a chriſtian is to 
make, is to be derived from the friend - 
ſhip of God. With that you have 
all things. United to Jeſus, though 
ſitting with Job on the dung-hill in 
poverty, ignominp, pain, and anguiſh, 
you are rich and renowned, and may 
be eaſy, content, and happy. To 
think of inſpiring others with ſent1- 
ments of Religion, while you expoſe 
yourſelves to ruin, is a mere deluſion. 
Save your own ſouls. You are not 
ſent by God to labour for the ſal- 
vation of others, to your own de- 
ſtruction. Thus, my friends, after 
examining and ſeriouſly weighing 
every argument which can be al- 
leged, you will be convinced, that on 

no 
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mo pretence whatever you can be 
allowed to place yourſelves delibe- 
rately again in the way of tempta- 
tion, and thar, if you be guilty of ſuch 
raſhneſs, you will be certainly ruined. 
It is a ſentence of eternal truth, He 
that loveth danger ſhall periſh in it. 
If, therefore, you defire to avoid 
a relapſe into fin; if you dread be- 
coming once more enflaved under 
the tyranny of Satan; follow invaria- 
'bly the advice which I have this 
day given you. By no other method 
can you ſecure your virtue. Let no 
Janguor, no indolence, no ſelf-con- 
Adence, or any other motive, induce 
you to break your good reſolves, or 
expoſe yourſelves to the occaſions of 
ſin. In this ſteady perſeverance, it 
cannot be but you will feel much 
pain occaſionally, Self- love muſt 
be often facrificed : corrupt nature 
will 
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Will be uneaſy and murmur, Bud 
reaſon and religion muſt raife you 
above her ſuggeſtions, and make you 
diſdain to liſten to her complaints. 
Animate your courage, by rellect- 
ing what a happineſs it is to belong 
to God; to have broken down that 
wall of ſeparation which kept you 
from the embraces of your ſovereign 
good; to have returned to the boſom 
of your tender parent, after having 
wandered ſo long in darkneſs and 
diſtreſs; to taſte the ſweets and com- 
forts of a good conſcience, after ha- 
ving ſo long borne the oppreſſive and 
cruel weight of your crimes. You 
now live for him that made you: 
now you ſerve the beſt and moſt ge- 


nerous of maſters: you now tend to 


an object worthy of your immortal 
ſouls; you love him who can fill your 
hearts, who alone can make his 

ſriends 


— 
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mo pretence whatever you can be 
allowed to place yourſelves delibe- 
rately again in the way of tempta- 
tion, and that, if you be guilty of ſuch 
raſhneſs, you will becertainly ruined. 
It is a ſentence of eternal truth, He 
that loveth danger ſhall periſh in it. 

If, therefore, you defire to avoid 
a relapſe into ſin; if you dread be- 
coming once more enflaved under 
the tyranny of Satan; follow invaria- 
bly the advice which I have this 
day given you. By no other method 
can you ſecure your virtue. Let no 
languor, no indolence, no ſelf-con- 
fidence, or any other motive, induce 
you to break your good reſolves, or 
expoſe yourſelves to the occaſions of 
ſin. In this ſteady perſeverance, it 
cannot be but you will feel much 
pain occaſionally. Self- love muſt 
be often ſacrificed : corrupt nature 


WII 
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Will be uneaſy and murmur, But 
reaſon and religion muſt raife you 
-above her ſuggeſtions, and make you 
diſdain to liſten to her complaints. 
Animate your courage, by reflet- 
ing what a happineſs it is to belong 
to God ; to have broken down that 
wall of ſeparation which kept you 
from the embraces of your ſovereign 
good; to have returned to the boſom 
of your tender parent, afrer having 
wandered ſo long in darkneſs and 
diſtreſs; to taſte the ſweets and com- 
torts of a good conſcience, after ha- 
ving ſo long borne the oppreſſive and 
cruel weight of your crimes. You 
now live for him that made you: 
now you ſerve the beſt and moſt ge- 
nerous of maſters: you now tend to 
an object worthy of your immortal 
ſouls; you love him who can fill your 
hearts, who alone can make his 
ſriends 
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friends and ſervants perfectly happy. 
Your labours are now directed to 
bleſſings permanent and ſubſtantial, 
even to the joys and glories of eter- 
nity. 
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